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SUBJECT: LATIN AMERICA BRIEF DCPAS LAB 85-283 FOR 6 DECEMBER 1985. G
E
FROM: DD1/0/CPAS.
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1. GUATEMALA: PRESIDENTIAL RUNOFF G
0
//CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATIC CANDIDATE VINICIO CEREZQO APPEARS TO HAVE 1
AN INSURMOUNTABLE LEAD OVER JORGE CARPID OF THE NATIONAL CENTRIST N
UNION IN THE RUNOFF ELECTION ON SUNDAY. G
CEREZ0O’S STRONG SHOWING IN THE FIRST RO
INABILITY TDO FORM AN ANTI-CEREZO COALITION HAVE DAMPENED PUBLIC M
INTEREST IN THE RUNODFF. IT ALSO REPDRTS THAT CEREZO IS CONCENTRATING E
ON FORMING HIS CABINET AND MEETING WITH BUSINESS AND MILITARY S
LEADERS. CARP10 HAS HAD DIFFICULTY RAISING FUNDS AND LARGELY LIMITED S
HIS CAMPAIGN TO CALLING CEREZO A LEFTIST IN THE PRESS//. [:::::] A
G
COMMENT: //CEREZO 1S ALREADY ACTING AS PRESIDENT-ELECT AND E

p
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TREATING THE RUNOFF AS A FORMALITY, WHILE CARPIO APPEARS RESIGNED TO . N
DEFEAT. THE BALLOTING WILL PROBABLY BE ORDERLY, AND NEITHER LEFTIST G
NOR RIGHTIST EXTREMISTS APPEAR TO BE PLANNING MAJOR DISRUPTIONS.
CEREZO 1S LIKELY TO USE THE PERIOD BEFORE HIS INAUGURATION IN M
JANUARY TO STRENGTHEN HIS MODERATE CREDENTIALS//. E
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