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SUBJECT: LATIN AMERICA BRIEF OCPAS LAB 85-262 FOR 09 NOVEMBER 1885.

THERE WAS NO LA BRIEF 85-261
FROM: DDI/O/CPAS.
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3. GUATEMALA: RUNOFF ELECTION SCHEDULED

//PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATES OF THE TWO MAJOR CENTRIST PARTIES,
WHICH DOMINATED THE ELECTIONS LAST SUNDAY, ARE PREPARING FOR A
RUNOFF ON 8 DECEMBER. VINCIO CEREZD OF THE CENTER-LEFT CHRISTIAN

DEMOCRATIC PARTY WON 39 PERCENT OF THE VOTE, WHILE o]3
THE NATIONAL CENTRIST UNION RECEIVED 20 PERCENT.
PRELIMINARY RESULTS FROM THE DISTRI E

DEMOCRATS ARE HEADING TOWARD A MAJORITY IN THE

CONGRESS//. [:::::]

COMMENT : //THE SMOOTH HANDLING OF THE FIRST ROUND STRENGTHENS
CHANCES FOR A SUCCESSFUL RUNOFF, WHICH WILL BE PRECEDED BY POLITICAL
HORSETRADING AS THE TWO FRONT-RUNNERS SCRAMBLE FOR SUPPORT FROM THE
LOSERS. CEREZO PROBABLY WILL GAIN THE BACKING OF THE OTHER CENTRIST
PARTIES. MEANWHILE, THE POOR SHOWING OF RIGHTIST PARTIES UNDERSCORES
THE DECLINE IN THEIR POPULARITY SINCE THE CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY
ELECTIONS LAST JULY//.
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