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Articles have been coordinated as appropriate with other offices within
the CIA. Comments and queries regarding this publication may be
directed to the Chief, Production Staff, Office of African and Latin
American Analysis, telephone |
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The Rwa)_nia Factor

In our view, the protracted war between the Rwandan
Hutu-dominated military and the mainly Tutsi rebels of
the Rwandan Patriotic Front (RPF) is fueling fears
among Burunid’s hardline Tutsis of Hutu majority control
of the government and the military. Moreover, the RPF’s
example—using its continued military successes io back
political demands—may spur Burundi’s military 10
demand co. icessions, including an end to Huty proposals
that the military be ethnically integrated. I:l

Meanwhile, the Burundian military is tacitly supporting
the RPF's recruitment of combatants from the roughly
70,000 Rwandan Tutsi refugees already in camps in
northern Burundi. It almoss certainly sympathizes with the
plight of fellow Tutsis in Rwanda who are at risk from
Hutu militias. If the Burundian military makes public its
support for the Rwandan rebels, it could spark Hutu
reprisals at home and intensify ethnic conflict in the

region. I:l

The prospect of a mass influx of Rwandan Huty refugees
also has explosive potential. E 7
Burundi's military has cooperated so far with
intemnational relief workers in assisting refugees and
Burundian returnees from Rwanda, but a large influx of
Hutu refugees into Burundi may panic the Tutsi-military
because they would enter an areq of Burundi hardest hit
by Hutu-Tutsi tensions. In response to such a
development, the military might block Hutu refugees from
crossing the border or commit atrocities against them.
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Sub-Saharan Africa:
Key Dates To Watch
June-August 1994

(Information as of 14 June 1994)

29 July Rwanda: UNSC mandate expires for UNAMIR peace

force.|_|
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