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FBI Frustrated by Fugitive

By David B. Ottaway
Washington Post Seaff Writer

Fornow.MirAinanznsiisthe,

fugitive who couldn’t be L
More than two years after he aj-

legedly opened: fire: 00 UBSUSpect- -

ing CIA employees. waiting in their
cars ‘at a stoplight outside CIA
headquarters,, killing' two and
2 painful reminder of the limits of
the US. government’s capability to
apprehend 2 suspected internation-
al terrorist in today’s unsettled
wor“. DU e

FBI agents have scoured the re-

mote. dangerous-area.of Pakistan'

where they say he is hiding: some-
times' disguising himse!f - in’ worn-
i 1o s e o iy At

to set traps for him: twice 4
came back empty-handed.

It is hard enough to hunt down a
man who does not want to be
found. But the Kansi case is further
complicated by internal Pakistan;

~politics, by the State Department’s
concern that an all-out effort to ar-
rest. Kansi could lead to retaliation
agamst: Amencan diplomatic: per-
sonnel and by the possible ramifica.
tions of Kansi’s arrest on shaky
U.S.-Pakistans relations. _ -

Not everyone believes that the
FBL. the lead agency in the man-
hunt. s doing all it could to get 1ts
man The families of the victims

bave mounted a wﬂpaign to draw
more attention to his case, enlist-
ing a U.S. senator in their cause
and pointing out that if U.S. author-
ities could overcome all the obsta-
cles to track down another fugitive
in Pakistan—the suspected mas-
termind of the World Trade Center
bombing, Ramz Ahmed Yousef-

. then they ought to be able to citch

Kansi as well. i ,
. *I don't understand why they
€an't go in and get this guy,” said

Judy Becker-Darling, whose hus-

band' was one of two CIA employ-

ees shot to death that mormning.
got Yousef” .

. The families' frustration is

matched by that at the FBI field of-

fice in Southwest Washington that

serves as the nerve ceénter for this
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Kansi by distributing matchbooks.

months égo. the agency added Kan.
si to its 10 Most Wanted List.
Agents have distributed thousands

of bright-red matchbooks in.Pakistan. with Kansi's photo
and the word “REWARD" in bold letters on the cover.
There is even a Kansi page on the Internet,

“AK-47 Attack.” the Internet entry reads. “On January
25, 1993, Mir Aimal Kansi murdered two persons and
permanently injured three others. He attacked without
warning or provocation, shooting his AK-47 assault rifle
into cars waiting at a stoplight. . . . If you have informa-
tion about Kansi. contact the nearest U.S, embassy or
consulate, In the U.S., cail 1-800-HEROES-1."

But the 29-month-ong hunt to capture Kansi has
bogged down' recently over disagreements among the
FBL the State Department and the U.S.’Embassy in Pa-
kistan about how best to proceed.

The FBI has found that complex tnbal customs of
southwestern Pakistan, where Kansi's family lives, are a
formidable barrier to his capture. Kansi is a native of Ba-
luchistan, a border region that lies largely beyond the
writ of Pakistan’s central government. [t is inhabited by
tribes and clans that adhere to a code of justice based on
an eye for an eye, upholding tribal honor and collectively
defending the family. Local, and even federal. policemen
often are tribesmen more interested in protecting than
punishing their kinsmen.

Kansi's family background is more tangied even than
that. The Kansi tribe belongs to the minority Pashtun
people; who spread into neighboring Afghanistan, where
they are the majority ethnic group. Kansi's immediate
family comes from around the provincial capital of Quet-
ta, where it owns an entire downtown block, two hotels.
orchards outside the city and other businesses, Shortly
before Kansi came to the United States, his father died,
and Kansi inherited $100.000 in cash and real estate.

All this gives Kansi an advantage that Yousef lacked in
eluding authorities. Yousef has relatives in Pakistan, but
he&'grew up in Kuwait and his family originally came from
Iran. “Kansi’s family and tribe is large, powerful and in-
ﬂuenv.ial.in_ that part of Baluchistan.” said a U.S, intelli-

" roots and home base.”

To work in the region, the FBI needs the help of Paki-
stani police authorities. But in recent months, Pakistan's

~olice have had their hande ol wirh fisree coctarian
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Victims’ Families Press Case of Killings Outside CIA Headgquarters
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THE HUNT FOR MIR AIMAL KANSI

wfan. 25, 1993: A man wielding an AK-47 emerges
from a car and fires at other autos at a stoplight outside
CIA headquarters in Langley. -Frank Darling, 28. and
Lansing H. Bennett, 66, both CIA employees. are kilted.
Three others are seriously injured.

 fan. 26: Mir Aim.‘al“ Kansi.-a Pakistani national living
in Reston, flees the United States and retumns to his’
homg_city. Quetta Pakistan. -

uFeb. 10: Kansi is charged wuth the shooling spree _

after an'AK-47 rifle'and other evidence pointing to his
involvement are found in s apartment.
uFeb, 7, 1995: Ramzi Ahmed Yousef, suspected of
building the bomb that detonated at the Worid Trade
) Center.1s amested "Islamabad. Pakistan. A colleague
and Pakistani.authorities to his
hoping to collect 2 $2 million
government. :

had alerted U.S=and P
whereabouts. apparently.
reward offered by theiU

® Feb. 8 Yousef is-extradited to the United. States for
trial in New York. ’

RNt . g M
T __‘_,._..}t!‘ :
s . f.wl.'"'"’-"'

- O
Lt g

uFeb, 18: The FBI places Kansi on its 10 Most Wanted
list.

aFeb. 22: Sen. Arlen Specter (R-Pa.), chairman of the AREDT
Senate intelligence committee. urges President Clinton
to classify Kansi as.an-"internatonal terronst” and The State Department has put this picture of Mic Aimal

increase the $100.000.reward for information leading  Kassi, the suspected assassin of two CiA employees, and

to his:arrest to.$2 million. He aiso writes Pakistani Prime  detaits about the shootings outside CIA headquarters oa

Minister. Benazlr;”Bhutto.'_asking for Pakistan's help in - the Intemet
apprehending Kansi. L e o ~

uMarch 31: The FB_‘.{I’_*O_HT‘S the-State Department that
it has determined the:attack outside CIA heaaquarters
was "an act of international terrofism.”

# Aprit: The State Department prepares a statement
annotncing 3 $2 million reward. but does not release .

| = june 16, 1995: Judy Becker-Darting. widow of Frank
! Darling. 1s informed by the State Department that the
', statement will not be released and that a massive
ol - . publicity campaign has been
... postponed “indefinitely”
- due to the deteriorating
security situation in
Pakistan and
increased threats
there to the
. . lives of
American
. diplomats.

T mammakomwmzs.mammmmma‘m
announcing a $100,000 reward for information {eading to Kansi's capture.
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FBI. . Cat

clashes in Sind Province,. which borders Baluchistan.

" Federal police resources that could be used to track Kan-

si are simply not available, said a police superintendent.
Investigating an American murder. even a high-profile
one at the CIA. is not 2 high priority, according to the su-
perintendent. “We are intensely engaged in day-today
affairs.” he said. “One:doesn’t do serious investigative
work once engaged in combatifig mass-scale terrorism.”
The hunt for a possible motive for Kansi’s actions has
led FBI agents and others:to examine- his school years.
While at §ahsdustanmvetsuym the late-1980s, Kansi
became iivolved for a:brief time in a-Pashtun nationalist
movement that kad a distinctly anti-American edge. .

- Some. reports:have: suggested: that Kansi, or another .

member of his: family. might! ave' worked for the CIA B
when it was funneling; weapoos'to anti-Soviet rebels in

neighboring Afghanistan and there was a failing out. But*
the CIA has told the victims® families that it has conduct-
ed an exhaustive search of its files and found no evidence
that any member of the Kansi-family ever had any con-

said a“handful of agents” remains permanently assigned to
the Kansnmanlnmanddnuhcytravd to Pakistan on a ro-
tating basis. She described: their activity: over there- as-
“mare village-hopping than running with the tribes” as the
zgez.nspursu:ladsandduato Kansi's whereabouts.

Since an outburst of sectarian violence in Karachi early
{ast month, the FBI has proceeded with extra caution
about sending agents there. “We don’t want to put others
[w] in harm’s way for the sake of capturing Kan-
sishesaid. = ..o . : .

!.loyd.saithhe, FBI believes that Kansi had been-staving
“fairly close to home” even though- he remains “somewhat.
mohile”™ within his own area; “He's a native son who knows
a lot of people and is being:steltered by a lot of people.™

Eartier. this . year, the FBI stra
Kansi began to change dramatically after the bureau came
to the conclusion: that its deliberately low-key campaign,
aimed at catching him off guard. wasn't working.

At the end/of March. the FBI reclassified him as a sus-
pected mt_er’natmal— terrorist: This. meant that the FBI
could tap into the State Department’s Counter-Terrorism
Rewards Program and increase: its._offer for information

leading to his arrest to as much as $2 million.

in Apnil, tchBI and State: Department prepared to
launch a massive publicity campaign inside- Pakistan involv-
mng postcts.pamphletsandadsmloal-uewspapers, plus
the distribution of téns of thousands of matchbooks. The
State Department ‘ptepared 2 statement that was only
misﬁngdnepredscdaﬁmprilforitsrel:ase. _
" Then.the. U.S., Embassy:in Pakistan had second

thoughts. The embassy was concerned that Kansi's arrests

would put:American diplomats in Pakistan at risk. One rea-
<on was the rising tide of sectatian’ violence in Paldstan.
Another was the #ssassination in- early ‘March of two
American consular officers.in Karachi by a group of well-
organi g\nunen.whOppet\edﬁreontheircax.. -

“The U.S, ambassador to Pakistan. john C. Monjo, cabled
tiome strongly recommending that the campaign to get
Kansi be put on hold. at least until the political turmoil in
Pakistan abated. » :

Defending their decxsxon State Department officials

note. that many Palastamsbebe ,_5?‘9“?‘3 of the two

tegy toward capturing

American consular oificials was in retaliation for the arrest
and extradition to the United States of Yousef—mainly be-
cause it took place exactly one month after his capture and
extradition.

Kansi's extradition. if he were caught, would likely be
just as problematic as his arrest, according to both U.S.
and Pakistani officials. .

[n the case of Yousef. Pakistani authorities argued that
he wagenot a Pakistani national. and therefore formal ex-
tradition proceedings were not required. Yousef was put
on a special plane and flown back to New York within 24

" hours of his arrest-on Feb. 7. .-

But there is no doubt that Kansi is‘a Pakistani citizen.
Thus: he would doubtlessiy appeal to the Pakistani courts

~

o stop extradition.. His appéals could take weeks. time for

" public opposition to hisextradition to build.

When Becker-Darling heard about the US. govern-
ment's decision to postpone the campaign in mid-june, she
exploded in anger: If the US. ambassador in Pakistan was
so worried that upping the reward for Kansi's capture to
$2 million might provoke another attack on U.S. diplo-

. mats'.whyhadhebemsoquicktoanwmcearewardo(

the same amount after the kiﬂi:lg'q{thetwo American con-

. . sular officers n March?’

" Equally confusing to Becker-Darling was why it had tak-

en the U.S. government until March 31—26 months after
her: husband's death—o decide his killing was “an act of
international terrorism.” not an ordinary criminal action.
Becker-Darling had set all her hopes on the new high-
powered campaign to get Kanst. It had been four months
in the making and was the result of a long lobbying effort
by the victims' families, which she had spearhecaded. Af-
ter:moving back home to Pittsburgh a few months after
her husband’s death, she had found her own campaign

“for action and justice was often a lonely battle.. Further-

more. she wis often criticized by U.S. officials for mak-
ing stch a public fuss. - =17 R v

While here to mark the second anniversary of her hus-
band's death in january. she decided to take her cause to
Congress and discovered: 2 helpful. ally in Sen. Arlen
Specter (R-Pa.), her home-state senator and chairman of
the Senate Select Committee on Intelligence. which
oversees the CIA. ST

Specter wrote President Clinton on Feb. 22 urging
that more be done to capture Kansi. first by declaring
him an international terrorist and then by increasing the
reward for his capture from $100.000 to $2 million.

Specter also wrote Pakistani Prime Minister Benazir
Bhutto. asking for Pakistan’s assistance to capture Kansi.
He urged Clinton to bring up his case with Bhutto during
her visit here in April. and the two leaders did discuss it.
according to Specter's office. .

Becker-Darling came to Washington in late June-to air
on Capitol Hill her frustrations over. the State. Depart-
ment’s decision to halt thé new campaign'to catch:Kansi.
She left with a promise from Specter to. press the-State
Department on its decision to pastpone a- high-profile
campaign to arrest Kansi. S

“For once. | feel we're getting somewhere.” she said.
*“Specter’s not going to-accept an indefinite time {rame
for this campaign.” Co
Correspondent Steve Coll and special correspondent
Kamran Khan contributed to this story from Karachi,
Pakistan. ! -‘::;“ gt e A




