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The Mujahedin-e Khalg (Peopte’s Muj in) is an anti-Kh i. anti-Western group thal advacates dismantling the
revolutionary regime and replacing it with a Marxist-based program of “istamic sociatism.” it formed the National Liberation
Army (NLA) & year 8go and has its ters, training facilities, base camps. and clandestine radio stations in lraq.

- Rt claims 15,000 fighlers but probably has some 3.000-6.000 equipped with small arms and some captured iranian
lanks and artillery supplied by lraq.

- The group was initially organized as a guerrilla force and probably stil 1s not capable of more than hit-and-run attacks
or infil ion op 1{ thout IraQi support.

~ Its exploits are highly exaggerated in print and film by the Mujahedin-e Khalq's aggressive propaganda offices in
Europe and the US
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{RAN-IRAQ: The C: pture of Mehran

Iraqi forces were indispensable in the successful attack the
National Liberation Army—the combat arm of the dissident Iranian
Mujahedin-e Khalq—made on Mehran Sunday| |
Iraqi aircraft, armor, and artillery units strongly
supported the dissidents, and the advance of Iraqgi tanks almost
certainly forced the Iranian withdrawal. Baghdad has denied Iranian
claims of Iraqi involvement and use of chemical warfare. Despite the
dissidents’ minor role,| |iranian army

units on the front have been monitoring| |
[ ___the group’s activities.|j

Comment: The victory, though minor, is another setback for Tehran
and meains nroblems for the already stretched Iranian ground forces.
Rather than ri>k facing an Iranian counterattack, the National
Liberation Army probably will withdraw from the city it captured.
Baghdad is likely to continue helping the dissidents, who survive
primarily on Iraqi support and on publicity from their exaggerated
claims of military success. Their association with Iraq probably will
continue to alienate most Iranians and impede expansion of their
limited network of sympathizers in Iranian cities.
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