OVER THE HORIZON

Italy: Early Polls Show Left Leading in March Elections

Wilh campfzigning in full §Wi"g for Initial Polis Looking Ahead to italy's March Elections* EE; Eé;
Democratic Party of the Left (PDS,
the former Communists) has 16 to ! ; -
23 percent of voter support, The o e ﬂlllllﬂ!IlIIIIII!m{llIlﬂ.lllllllmlillllllli|lliliilll!ll!illlklnlmlllllIS
PDS hopes the unveiling of a joint o _———-
program in mid-February for its
“Progressive Alliance” will cement  ccpnwrwmme
its suppdrt from other leftist parties, Somrome
with whom the PDS claims 34 to
40 percent of the clectorate,
according to thepolls.[ ] ——
7 Determining gue party strength is

proving difficult, however; many
voters remain undecided because Hest
center parties—including the former : '
Christian Democrats (DC)—have ' v ! 7
not fully regrouped from the effects —— 2 ® “ ®
of corruption scandals and steep — :

" electoral losses. Interparty e e - =ion
“alliances™ ar¢ being struck almost - P
daily, but most are unlikely to S Lama, B ey e
survive until voting day; small —
parties are attaching heavy conditions to their cooperation, and larger parties~—including the
PDS—arc papering over intemmal divisions. The entry this week of media magnate Silvio
Berlusconi into the political fray on the center-right will also pose an unwelcome challenge to
the populist Northern League, Mario Segni’s reformist group, and the two DC successor ..
parties—and further delay the center’s efforts to organize againstthe left. Races will sharpen,
however, after the mid-February deadline for party registration of candidates for newly created
’@glc-mcmbct districts, when voters can finally determine their choices.

|
3 - APPROVED FOR RELEASE

DATE: APR 2004










