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ic Discussion of the Nuclear Option
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;Recenthpublic d1scuss1on of the nuclear weapons
‘hppears[primarzly de51gned to reassure]the Korean
‘thatheoulmls examining all necessary steps to
'stre gthen the: country's defenses. Add1t1onally, it

maywbﬁ
wi'

ailored to pressure the IS torethink plans

drawlng troops and weapons. from Korea. There

M‘son\to believe . that it reflects a ,deepening
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supportrng acquisitlon of 'nuclear weaponsl
later,a|Haptong news dlspatch reported that 8
oﬁlzoowunlverslty students polled hoped Korea would be
‘arm ed w1th nuclear lweaponU‘

and| theqindependent Hanquk . Ilbo editorialized that Seoul
; mlght have to cons1der nuclear weaponf development.

‘ Wh

re

ﬁt

o sses

ctlcaﬂ nuclear weapons from. the| South.

!If 14

"nseM"LIH”’M

W:\“éll“ i
| Ip:

| e “’[ aEat
hHH ale nt flurry of commentary| regarding nuclear

erefcalling for ‘an open mlndion the nuclear
y[nﬂdune 1977, the | Forelgngmlnlster reportedly
at
I

“gto{the Non-Prollferatzon Treaty--had no inten-

';acqulrlng[nuclear weapons, '.a. natlon could, under

‘circumsta ances, develop such weapons to ensure
il !
" I \

ch l1 978 the 11bera1 dally
at!'the, Nat1onal Unification Board, a,government
“organ"had published severaljacademlc papers

Three months’

P percent

In August, the Tonga llbo

Hli H“' ‘M |

IR

ldates from May 1977, when Forelgn}Mlnlster Pak
n reportedly told. the Korean press | ithat Seoul
lcorslder" weapons development 1f the US removed
Pak's re-
erelfollowed by several reports that Korean pro-

iondl| Assembly committee 'that although Seoul=~

onga Ilbo re- !

rnment commltmentﬂto ‘acquire nuclear weapons or f
' new research and development in direct -

¢
'

|

‘
!
i

l

il@ there is no ev1dence that . Seou: dellberately,

d\the comménts by nonofficial Bources,| the gov-
In fact,

if certalnly tolerant of the debate.
"' FRRLE | IRl S }u |
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the |early" remarkstby Forelgn Mlnxster Pak probably were
percezved by, the 'press and academic community as a sig=-

,":é*-”f =
IR

1
1
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i
L
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1

h~na1 lending a. taboo of several years|on open| treatment
i;ofithe nuclear Weapons 1ssue.;4 3 l ' L
! el § ""']; Bl N Lo
”!LmEOLt‘of Statements i; i ;
! | "'.,’ l C
! I“flw[ublié dls@ussxonlof the nuclear option since N
iiear1y|1977 has, been;clearly tied to, the|US troop with- B
‘i!hrawal xssueL As a. case in point, the flrsp notable E
|'l iremark=~that| of |[Foreign Minister Pak in|May 1977-- 5
| was Imade at the,tlme that former Undersecretary of !
gﬂystate Ph111p Habib and former Chief! of staff George .
‘i Brown|went to Seoul to open negot1at1ons on the terms L
“fh‘Of thehw1thdrawa1. Newspaper and academlc commentary
ﬂyhpeaked follow1ng!two press reports--one by tthe washing-
"j'liton |star in June /1977 and another by the Orient Press
.*mhln‘August 1978--cla1m1ng that the US Congress was se-
|l cretly. iinformed|in early 1977 that Us tactical nuclear
L,iweapons would belw1thdrawn ‘from Korea along with the
‘.‘ i'! rounmjcro p“ :E\ L e |
I Tl ! i | " ‘l';n"" L : '{ | : |
E“ﬁ L;iw Many ., of£1c1a1s in Seoul recognlze the}dangers L il
'h !nuclearnprollferatlon would pose, but the majority il
ivq‘of’ populace[stlll reacts emotionally: and superficially : : !
i FtheLlssuem They!view the US nuclear umbrella as an ‘ i
.iflmportant deterrent to ,war on the penlnsula and tend to E it
7w!as imé that the!xndlgenous development of nuclear weapons i
't maylﬁé needed to [offset any potential weakening of the i
i us rity commrtment.“ : ‘:, ”l | ‘ i
| il Fin it o ol |
?EElm blL ‘allowzng lor! even’ encouraglng the| nuclear weapons 3
7” e eA‘the government may believe that it |can convince i
W \ orean people thatiitiis taklng all| hecessary pre- - i
’wﬁ cautlbns to strengthen nat10na1 defenses. |Since the US : i
i| troop]wlthdrawal plan was |announced, there has been a- ] it
;1 con sistent pattern 'of increased government discussion=-- ' il
;y and“dellherately exaggerated official optlmlsm-—regard- . i
i{ 1ng conventlonaiiweapons production.capabllltles in » ;
i southpKoreaJ’IPre51dent Pak Chong-hui hmmself initiated g gisl
1 svﬂhlmora]e-boostlng|ta1k in early|1977.! At the same " Il
e imé, whowbvér,,the President in this period has denled i I w
il lkO réah in erest in nuclear weapons‘ , i i B i
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