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IRAN-{RAQ: iranians Prepare for New Attack

The lranians are continuing their preparations for a major
offensive in the Al Basrah area.

In a speech on Sunday, Ayatoliah Khomeini criticized Iranians
who want to end the war. He also denied Iran had suffered heavy
losses in the recent fighting and castigated iranians who argue that
fran should try to reach a settiement,|

Commoent: Iran may be planning attacks both north and east of Al
Basrah. The Iranians probably hope to use the new bridge to move
more forces into the marsh area for an offensive to the south to
outflank Iraqi defenses. The attacks could come late this week, when
Iran completes redeploying troops to the south.l:l

Tehran presumably is making contingency plans to attack
shipping bound for iraq’s Persian Guif allies if Baghdad disrupts
Iranian oil exports. Attacks on shipping in the Gulf would enable
Tehran to retaliate without closing the Strait of Hormuz and cutting off
its own oil exports

Khomeini's speech is another indication that iarge numbers of
Iranians are weary of the high casualties and economic burdens of
the war. Conservative senior ayatollahs who oppose Khomeini's
policles may be willing to urge changes on Khomeinl again if the
digsatisfaction leads to protest demonstrations. Khomeini is in no
danger of losing control, however, and he is unlikely to change his
position,
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