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IRAN-IRAQ

v  The Islamic Consultative Assembly's Adiscussign of the hostage
icsue was delayed yesterday by Prime Minister Kajai's interruption
to present a secret report on the Iran-Iraq border situation. The
Iraqis yesterday issued regulations governing the use of the Shatt
al Arab watervay, raising the possibility of a major confrontation
with Tran ] n » |

Debate on the formation of a special committee to
handle the hostage issue was acrimonious and apparently
will be resumed at the Assembly's next session on Sunday.
Prolonged discussion 'is likely before the committee begins
its work. The Assembly agreed yesterday on a proposal by
the hardliners for the Assembly to produce "terms of ref- .
erence”" for the committee. o .

: Hardliners used the session to call for hostage
trials, condemn the US, and attack secular moderates who
had official contacts with the US during the Bazargan
administration. Moderates like Bazargan and Ebrahim

Yazdi responded by citing Khomeini's instructionlast

year to "prepare public opinion" for necessary military
relations with the US, and the contacts Ayatollah Beheshti

and other clerics had earlier with US officials.
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Military Situation
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In the Shatt al Arab area, the Iranians are attempt-
ing to improve defenses by sending more men, weapons, and
ammunition to support the 3,400-man force responsible for
the port areas of Khorramshahr, Abadan, and Bandar-e

Khomeini. | :

Iragi Diplomatic Activity

Meanwhile, Iragi President Saddam Hussein is moving
to line up Arab diplomatic_support for Iraq.+

— The Iragis are conrxr—
dent of their capabilities against the Iranians on the .
ground but less certain of their superiority in the air,
They believe, however, that maintenance problems in the
IranianlAir Force will eventually give Iraq the upper

hand. C '




