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raqg: Scaborne Trade and the Shatt- nl Axnb

Iraq's scaborne imperte in 1977 amounted to around four
E million tons, of which some ﬁwo-ﬁhirds passcd through the
ShaLL al -Arab, a waterhay that forms the Irag-Iran bordcr in
this arca, to Basrah, Iraq s principal dry cargo port. The
balnncc of trade by sea is normally handled at Um Qasr, which
is located on an inlet adjqccnt to'the.Kuwaiti_border and is
not dependent. on the Shatt-al-Arab for access.

Currént hlpplng pattcrnq to Iraq show Basrah is seriously

congested w1th delays ranglng from 75 - 95 days.

"Interdiction of scaborne 1mports v1a the Shatt- al-ALab
deuld havc some scrlous lmpllcatlons for Iraqg. Iraq has been

a nct food 1mporter for'a number or years. Recently lack of

othcr consumer'gobds has become a principal sore point with

Irad‘s burqconlnq mxddlc class, prompting a rglaxation of "

restrictions on imports and other austerity measures that

have characterized the Baathist:régime.
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on the chcr hﬁnd, nssential con umer goods probdbly
bcduld be shippcd overland at increcascd COsSts if occan
transport werve disvupted. In responie to recopening of the
Iragi-Syrian bordérva ycar ago, the port dfvTartous in Syria
,has boen handling an additional 2500 trucks monthly. for
'_Iraq férricd over from Greecce. HMuch of this trade is be-
lieved to have been divortcd from more cxpcnsivc oycrldnd
routés tﬁroﬁgh Turkcy, indicatiﬁg that some CXCess cdpacity
bcx1gts in Turklah rail and hlghway rouLcs | An_cxcellcnt
highway from Kuwait that_connccta with the Iraql rdéd and
rail systcms»at both Zubair and Basrah may also offecr a less
'>vulnﬂ1ablc option to the Shatt-al-Arab trade :oqtc. Any of
thcsc‘alternatlvee mlghL wcll involve a %CflOUJ'SlOQdown in 
. delivery of heavy equlpm¢nt. While 1nvcstman unqucstlonably
wo@ld suffer, output from.ekisting facilities'might be’

relatively unaffected for an oxtended period of time. In most

~sectors Iraq has'stockpilcd a two ﬁo hree months supply of

‘essential inputs and replacement parts.
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