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NATIONALISM IN THE SATELLITES

, Although the widespread purges of Satellite Communist
parties during the past year were motivated largely by the
Kremlin’s desire to crush a rising “‘nationalistic’’ sentiment,
there remains little likelihood that resurgent nationalism will
lead any of the Satellites to emulate Tito’s nationalist revolt
in the near future. In this eastern European nationalism,
however, the Kremlin faces an elusive opponent which grows
in proportion to the Kremlin’s efforts to destroy it. Many of
the rank and file Satellite Party members who have adopted
the economic and social theories of Communism are becoming
increasingly restive under Soviet exploitation of their nations.
This feeling, which is also nurtured by 2 long tradition of anti-
Russianism, will undoubtedly have continuing though ineffective

repercussions within the various Satellite Communist hierarchies

as Party leaders continue to be faced with the choice of support-
ing their own national interests or accepting mounting explofia~
tion by the Kremiin,

At the present time, however, Satellite ‘‘nationalism’’
both within and outside the Communist parties, is an undisct-
plined and leaderless force which the Kremlin is fully capable
of controlling. Moreover, growing numbers of thoroughly -
loyal Kremlin followers being insialled in power in the Satel~
lites are comsolidating their control of the Satellite security
forces through a combination of blind loyalty, intensive espio-
nage, and ruthless terror. Natiomalist Communists who have
succeeded in reaching positions of authority either have been,
or are being, eliminated. The Kremlin’s successful ouster,

without overt repercussions, of such popular Communist
- leaders as Gomulka (Poland), Rajk (Hungary), and Kostov
(Bulgaria) is sufficient warning to other Satellite leaders with
“nmationalistic’’ tendencies. ,
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In Poland, where nationalism is probably as strongly
ingrained in the Communists as anywhere in eastern Europe,
tight Kremiin controls and the Soviet occcupation troops
render any “‘anti-mationalist’ coup within the Party highly
improbable at this time. The least secure sector of the
Soviet power position in eastern Europe is located in isolated
and tiny Albania, but even there the USSR has been making
strenucus efforts to maintain an unpopular pro-Soviet group
In power through repeated purges of ‘‘nationalist’’ elements.
In Bulgaria and Hungary, effective nationalist opposition has
been eliminated for the present as a result of the recent
dismissal and disgrace of Bulgarian economic czar Kostov
and Hungarian Foreign Minister Rajk. Czechoslovakia re-
mains the only Satellite where the Communist Party has not
been publicly purged during the last year of ““nationalist’”’
tendencies and elements. .
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