CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY -

INTEILIGENCE MEMORANDUM NO. 306 17 July 1950

SUBJFCT: Communist Intentions Regarding an Early Abback on Taiwan

PROBLEM: To estimate Communist intentions regarding an carly attack -
on Talwan.

ASSUFTION: That the Chinese Communists still have the capability of
' lavnching a successful amphibious assavli on Taiwan despite
US opposition. '

DISCUSSION: (See Enclosure A.)

CONCLUSION: Given the ebove assumption, it is éstimatez‘d that the Chinese
: Communists will probably launch an early attack on Taiwan.
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ENCLCSURE A

- 1. Prior to the invasion of South Korea, there was evidence of Ghinese
Comnunist pr:parations for an early assault on Taiwan. 3ince the US decision
to isolate Taiwan with maval forces, there has besn evidence s though not
conclusive, that such preparaticns have continued, and the Chinese have
reiterated their intention to take the island (%ime unspecified) despite
this US commitment. . :

20 The USSR probubly did not expect the firm VS-5N reaction in ¥omrza,
but seems to have made military preparations for such an eventuality., The
Rorsh Korean amy has been able to carry on its ofiensive successfully despliie
the interventior of US~UN .forces and the USSR has peraitied it to do zo.

3o The Kremlin has permitted the North Korean forces to become militarily
involved with the US and thersfore the possibility must be recognized that
it may be willing to permit the Chinese Communists to beceme similariy
involved, ' :

Lo L succsssful Chinese Comaunist agsault on Taiwan would bring tangibls
and prompt advantages to the Soviet cavge, It would:

-

(a) demonstrate world Comaunist power in the face of the anncunced

US intention to prevent an invasion of Taiwan;
~ (b) fulfill the long-standing Chinese Cozﬁmuﬂkt promise to
"iiberate" all of Nationalist Chinaj

A« ¢) promdte lack of confidence in US cormitments, and generally
undermine US policy und the will of non-Comnunist countries throughout
the world to resist Soviet aggressiong . ' :

{d) possibly lead to a prolonged wilitary involvement of ths US
with Communist China, thereby ereating a further drain on US resourcesy
and

(¢) provide the USSR and Communist Corces with a base for further
threatening the US military position in the Pacific and for defending
the Chinese mainland, o :

5o Certain basic considerations; however, misht detsr She USSR and the
Chinzse Communists from athacking Taiwan:

P . N
{a) the invasion of Taiwan, by enlac
Gommunist and US forces, would ircrease
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{b) an invasion in the near future would probavly increase sube
stantially the tempo of US mobilization and preporation for eventual
global war. ) :

6o It is still entirely possible thab these basic censidevations wmey
induce the USSR to localize the Korean conflict and refrain from similar

moves elsewhere. However, the fact that it is pressing its chiective ia

Kores in defiance of US-UN intervention suggests that the USSK may nos
conzider the risk of global war to be an overriding detervent to further
aggression, In view of US lack of preparedness and the existing superiocrity

-of Soviet forces in being (excluding the Soviet atomic zzpability), the USSR

vhough not planning to initiate global war, may now be willirg to seceph
the risk of global wer implicit in using Satellite forces to sypand Come
munist control over peripheral areas. iioreover, Soviet planners ey
estimate that, if the prospect of a gicbal war seems iuminent, they will
Still be able to reduce international tensions belore a eritical point
is rezached, :




