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Director of Central Imtelligence

14 October 1948

. Asaistant Director, Reports and Estimates
IM/75/Supplement : Eiport Shipment of Ball Bearings to Satellite
: Countries, )
REFERENCE:  Memorandum of AD/RSE to DCI, da‘_ced-ll October 1948, same subject

(Im=75)
ENCLOSURES:

13/ Additional reports received concerning the 'export shipment of ball-
bearing-component steel balls to Czechoslovakia and Poland confirm the
followings ‘

&+ The ghipment destined for Poland, ordered from a US mamufacturer
by ‘the | | ua[s delivered by truck to
So far, no export license for
Wmt bag been secured, but shipments to the [~ are
contimuing, Inasmuch as no copy of the encloged re ent to
the FBI, 1t 1s guggested that the FBT be notified of pogsible smuggling,

b. Licenses for shimment of the Czechoslovakian order were.granted by,
the Department of Commerce, The conmtract executed under export license
has beeh for about 5,000,000 steel balls, including supplies. CIA inquiries
to the fommerce Department, made through interdepartmental cormittee channels,
have eliecited the information, however, that export licenses had not been -
granted for any one purchase exceeding a five-digit figure, which is in
direct gontradiction to the evidence above, .

g It is also noted that, according to the msnufacturer,. the license
action was taken despite his own request that no license be issued for
export of precision ball bearings of a type that could be used for belli-
gerent purposes. '

g« Precision bearings are under priority control in US zones abroad as
well ag officially in the US. Both shipments involve what would be con-
sidered a sizable quantity of preeision bearings,
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COUNTRY  Poland DATE DISTR.24 Sept. 1948

SUBJECT  Order for Ball Bearings NO. OF PAGES 1 .

PLACE - NO. OF ENCLS.

ACQUIRED (LISTED BELOW)

DATE idd-Aug 48 SUPPLEMENT TO
 ACQUIRED A b | | REPORT NO.

— . v GRADING OF SOURCE L COLLECTOR'S PRELIMINARY GRADING OF CONTENT

’ NOT CANNOT CONFIRMED . CANNQT
Relubie |neineie |reue |USey |OTugye [SEC | SPOIER [rromewy rosseny [0 e, [Proskate 82 oo
A 0. C D. E Fox {1 2, 3, 4, 8. 6.

THIS IS UNEVALUATED INFQRMATION FOR THE RESEARCH
USE OF TRAINED INTELLIGENCE ANALYSTS

*We have received the following

order for chrome alloy steel ball bearings from

the[

|- Approximately 30% of this

~ ordar has been delivered to|

| and the

balance of the crder is in production. This eatire” ordar 15 comprized 62 Grade
tall bedrings. ' T ‘ : ' L
Quantity Size™ "-éu:antitz Size
18,000 316 200,000 17/32
77,000 7/32 80,000 9/16
200,000 - 15/6l; 119,000 19/32
40,000 VT 48,000 5/8
200,000 17/6ls 30,000 213
bg,000 - 9/32 100,000 11/16 _
1,000,000  5/16 25,000 23/32
140,000 11/32 30,000 3/
510,000 3/8 . 7,500 25/32
2,000 13/32. - 40,000 13/16
153,000 7/26 20,000 /8
119,000 15/32 8,000 25/32
70,000 . 31/6h 15,300 15/16
150,000 e L. 6,000 1
. e end =
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COUNTRY Czeehoslovakia

DATE DISTR.24 Sept, 1948

SUBJECT . Order for Ball Bearings S . NO.OF PAGES 1
PLACE.  _ .. -NO. OF ENCLS.
ACQUIRED wsTeD aa.om
DATE i SUPPLEMENT 70
ACQUIRED Yun 48 REPORT" NO.
- _ GRADING OF SOURGE . OOLLECTOR’S PRELlMINARY ‘GRADING OF CONTENT

BF NOT . CANNOT CONF!RMED CANNOT
[Revimsic |Reuasie |metmaie (usumwy [NOT. o Seoern |ShETER Thoe - |TRNenMY [oousteur |FROBABLY e eEp
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IBITED BY LAW.  WEPROD THIS FONG 1S PROMISITED.  HOW.
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USE OF TRAINED INTELLIGENCE ANALYSTS

SOURCE

Wie lave received the following order for ball bearings from the |:|
[ ' | ecting on behalf of the Czechoslovakian governmente.
&X1 of thess chrome alloy steel ball bearings have been manufactured and packed,
although none have been shipped since the necessary export 1iceuses have not as

yet been secured,

suaptity Size 93:.329. quantity . Size Grade
15,000, 000 e 3 200,000  7/16" 1
7,000,000 3/16 3 10,000 1/2 1
12,000,000 5/32 3 214,000 5/32 1
1,500,000 /%2 3 150,000 Lm 3
18,000,000 1/ 3 50,000 T m 3
5,000 7/32 1 50,000 7 m 2
150,000 - 1A 1 100,000 (S5)% SeSmm 2
150,000 -~ 516 1 180,000 92 5Smm 1
' 150;9007 9/32 o ~ 200,000 12,5mm 1
40,000 1n/32 1 1,200, B 5/16 1
%58 - Stainless Steel - . .
= ond =
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