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INTZLLIGENCE MEMORANDUM ¥O, 163

BUBJECT: Foreign Activities in the Field of Blological Warfare (Bi)a+

The attached renort ig in fulfillment of a request to wrénere

a study of activities in
the USSR with resvect %o

a. the history =7 =W organization, vlanning and researeh
since the beginning of World War I :

b, the national nolicy governing resesrch on, and emmloy-
nent of binlosical weavons, '

. the current status of the BY oregrans,
d. each country's military evaluation of this weanon from

the standnoint of strotegic immortance and strategic
emoloyment '
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*NOTE: Since October 1943 4he Bivlogieal Warfare Intelligence Committes
of the Central Intelligence Agency, commosed of renreseéntatives of the
CI#, the Devsriment of the 43y, the Demartuent of the Air Force and the
Denartment of the Bavy has held frequent meetings to discuss develonments
in Biological Warfare intelligence. Thig snweeial revort 1s a »nroduct of
their joing nzrtleination, with added zeslstance from members of the
Reserreh and Develowment Board,
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I. SULIARY AUD CONCLUSIONS

Wo country in f;he world is now known to be nrevared to use Biolosgical
iiarfare onenly. No country will adhit intention to use vB‘.-'i as a weanon
of offense, excent in rstaliation. Any country uilliné; to sanction sub-
versive, undercover use of Bd can emdloy it at any time without fear of
initial hindrance. Althoush untried, BY is regerded in all informed
circles as a notentizlly wowerful weanon.

Biologieal Viarfare was recognized» as & notential method of wvarfare
during Viorld War I, 'm;t no lknown organized efforta were made by any

nztion to develom 1t until after its use had been interdicted by inter

national _agreem'ent. The Leazue of Nations document of 1925 was ratified

by 42 countries, but not by the United States or Javan, e
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VIZ, UoBE
A, Orcanization
Iimited information

sources indicates that

the Rogsians began condueting BY resezrch some time im the middle 1930%s,

The Gemans were c-nvinced that the USSE had BY installations on Gradomlya
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Igland 4n DLake Seliger, Vozrozhdeniya Island in Lake Aral, and at
Schlneselbersz. The Jananese mentioned Vizdivostoclk and Khabarovsk.

tione of these loeations has yet been mroved to have BY instmllations.

Recent renorts from 2 indicate that

the Bed Army has at least one BY research gﬁmun located at Xuibyshev
under the direction of Col, N. 1. Ginsburg. I¢ is believed thet the Firet
Chief Directorate of the USSR under Beriya, msy be assisting the Red Army
in nrocuring sunwlies for Bi develonment.

3. ZResezrch and Develomment

Q,f_ggﬂ&‘g: 'I'here-is no deﬂnite_ knowledge of _f‘.he kinds of resezrch snd
'd.evelopment now‘ being underteken by the USSR; it is certein only that .re‘—
search on Bi is in »rocress. 4Russian scientists.;have nublished nurely
sclentific revnorts 611 every péthcgehic microorg_.‘anism an.d toxin that could
nossibly be used as a B acent; therefore, BY resezrch gf any kind may
conceivably be in vrogress., Soviet interrozations of German and Javanese ,
sclentiste demonstrated the Fussian Vinte_rest ‘in »lague, anthrax, and the .
intestinal diseases. The most relinble indication of current Soviet 1nteresf
is derived from a renort of Soviet_exne‘riments on the disinfection of wells,
Some of these wells had been deliberately conteminnied by an agent causing a
violent and fatel ihtestiﬁa‘[ diseage, A recent unconfirmed Tenort states that
the Soviets have bombsz for dissemination of biological agents, It is too
éoon, however, to assert thot the Soviets are ready to use Bi ag 'a military
weanon, _

Defenna: Préctically ;aothing is known sbout Soviet research and
develonnment on defense acainst B, Of course all usnal mediecal z:esearch.on

infectious diseases &né on ~ublic health freilities for controlling them may
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anlied to Bl defense.

fhere is only a rmumor of the exlstence of militsry training for B,
wians for e¢ivilian 4raining are vet lnown.

C. ZHationel lolicy

Hething is knowa regerding »oliticel or militery moliey with resnmect

use of B,
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