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Johannes STEELE, was

L.

1. Reference is made to our memorsndum of 14 ilrsh 1950
oncerning the activities and contacts in France of Johannes STEELE,
e writer and suspected COmnmnist, and to your reply of 11 :.,r:.l 1950.
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2. The follorwi_g infomtion on STEELE was received f{
~ Jon 28 August 19503

E ‘2. In Februn.ry 1950 srmx was a member of a delegatmn of RN
- the Partisans of Peace putting a motion- (not speclfied) before
tho French Hationn.l Assembly, - L.
~b. 'On 4 Uerch 1950 STEELE 'lef‘(: Frence to go to foscow via
Prague.

’ " c. STEELB'afriend, Marcel Ernst PRETECEILLE € Ogler.de _ o
" FRETECEILLE @ Mar. » 18 the director of the Agence Tologresso. S
a "Soviet cantrolled™ news agency reportedly established in Moscow

in 1947, and editor in chief of.the Mouvement Syndical Mopdial pube :: - ‘i
5 “1ished by the Federation Syndioal Mondial {(F.S.%.) (World Federatfon ;
Cae, of Trade Unions). He is in contact with a number of French and

toro:lg: CGnmmists and mekes frequent trips for the F.S.M, ' #?b') 0 '~-) -
(b):(3) .

- 3. 'me follawing additionl.l 1nformat:l.on on individuals 1n France (s).
. with whom STEELE had bgen in coxtact. _wu obtained from other { | e
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Fae 'Goor os mnn GO’N tcfn’rod o in Fu (o) (3)
Mr. DANGON, was born in P&ria un‘ll nggembgg ! » &G the :
present tike, he resides &t 20 rue de Tournon, Paris 6e. He has - .~ _.,;,
been in the publishing bueiness for séveral years and is considered 6:[-/ .
sn expert 4n this fields:'Durlng ‘the German occupation of France '
© DANGON published senra.l papar- elandestinely end after the war

the French government : Mx & position as director of the
Fationel Press in reco ﬂ“ of his services. DANGON did mot g)

: acf:ept t?xe posihoaul ! p)r&\ g;ed to contmjli‘frffesyx
3 A ‘é_ggﬁue.u . DEc 28 1950 / %
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. career. The only significant informgtion on DrIG3X developed is
the fact that a woman named ifedame G. 527GOH of 20 rue de Tournon,
Peris 6e, is the secretary of Pierrs{COT, the former .inister of
&ir for Frence and Radical Socialist.Qeputy, who has been sus-
pected of being "used"%{ the Communists.
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be Michel (Mikeel FFMANN, referred to in paragraph § of
as 1re. HOFFLAIIN, is a naturalized French citizen born
- <% o= .- at St, Petersburg (presumgbly Ruasin) on_l6 November-1806. He . - ..wou

lives with his wife, LubMHOFFA™N, ‘and their two children at

1 rue des Baux, Paris 16e. He is a literary agent and the director

of the Agence HOFF.ANN, which, until recently, head offices at

75 rue Caumartin, Paris 9e. In 1948 HOFFLANN described himself as

"the official and exclusive representative for France and the

French speaking arees for the f‘ollmng American literary age&/

and publishing houses: ry / . / ! / #f /
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Curtis Brm L'bd., 347 Madison Avenue, New York ciéi.,-:-';-' S
E.P. Dutton & Co., 286 Fourth Avenue , New York City.
Brandt & Brandt , 101 Park Avemue , Hew York City.
Wae Morrow & Coe. , 425 Fourth Avemue , New York City.
McIntosh & Otis 18 East 418t St. , New York City.:
Hexim Lieber 489 Fifth Avenue , New York City.

..h .

HOFFAMANN was issued non-immigration visa 34790 at the America.n
Enbassy in Paris on 6 January 1949, At thet time he stated that
he was coming to the United States for approximately one month to
contact Americen publishing firms giving Curtis Brown, Ltd.,

347 Madison Avenue, New York City, as his address. No derogatory
information cxzning HOFFMANN has been uncovered. P -
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. aul DELALANDE, referred to as Colonel DELALANDE in ,»* . (b (3043
VRS { has 1ived at 8 rue Las Cases, Parie 7e, for the past - -
D twenty years, and he has been employed for a long time by the

Etablissements Edger BRANDT, & firm engaged in mechanical con- _
struction, ironwork, ges generators, precision tools, metallurgy, - .

~ explosives, chemical products, and emmnitions. Nothing derogatory
is known of Pa;l\Dﬂ.ALANDB or the Etablissements EBdgar BRANDT, . °

~d. Paul DAVIER, horn 1 lMay 1901 at wmn.ouq JFrance,

became & maturalized Americen citizen at Newark, New Jersey, on

2 April 1924. He wa ried to Helen MARSH on 19 November 1937.:

His brother, Meuric®DAVIER, lives at South Norwalk, Connectiocut.
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He holds U.S. Passport No. 145746 U 72704, issued 16 October 1946
. . at Washington, D.C., renewed until 29 November 1949. DAVIER is a
: lawyer and he has represented the C.I.8. (Congress of Industrial
Organ:.zatzons) as well as severel American firms, including that
of one Da.vid G’LICK, P&rk Bunding, Pittsburgh, Pennsy vania.

%, Fo turther 1nformation m obta.lnod on the Ben amin N
referred to 0, T eportedly holds U.8. Passport No. 80185
issued at laﬁmﬁﬁ 17 May 1949. We would appreciate receiv-
ing any information the Bureau may be able to obtein on LEHR that would
- assist us in determining if an international Communist network is funo-
‘tioning under the cover of the publishing companies with which STEELE
has been in contact. We would mlso appreciate recélving any information -
the Bureau may be able to obtain showing that Paul DAVIER's brother,”
Meurice DAVIER, and his former business asswi@ have
‘been engaged in Communist activities. The Bureau wi e furnished any

additional information on STEELE and the 1ndividuals mentioned in this -

report received from abroad. . R . s e L
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