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SUBJECT¢ Reactions $o a Further US Puildup in South Vietnem

1. In this merorandum ve censider foreipn rcactions to en

gssuzed US buildup to 150,000 troops in Vietrom @s compered with

the 50,000 riow present and the 70,000 lovel due to be reached in

Au{;v . V2 gsswne that no coxprehensive public anncuncemend
force geals vould be rede, and thet Toreirn opinion would de

rezcting to a gredua) perception of the US course of action.
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2, Our rain conclusions are that this stren

of

the

U3 ccereitrent would weke some impression on the Co wunist,s , end

vould raice sore dangers in cur relstions with the South Vietnamsse,

tut that the irgortert resctions would ceue later, vhen the

i’cct‘tw‘c is of the to%al US effort vas tested in cc'uba‘c. These

~ considery \.im‘s are discussed in the follos 'ing rara "raphs.

chctions in South Vietnzm

3. The initial reactions of the South Vietnamese would be

somzvizt erbivelent! encouragsment over the reinforcesent,
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accerpyanicd Ly scae tendorey 10 rodox ond Jat e U0 <o {he Tioht-
i Y ‘ . i

fng,  1uch vould dopend vron the aiy n yvhich U3 troogs were

ceployed.  IT vsed to elonr end hold Jorge oroas, perbiculovly

heavily popadated avess, the US forces vonld tord to acguire

Yoth the regpdnsibility for the var and the sbipnma of i vrmy

‘of oceupntion with colonialist aubiticns. This terdency would be

-

lCSS jf the US forccs were used in a 1o

ARVH units, and shared in the wost aitficults Tighting.

.k, Ultirebely, of course, the key dcterminent would be

tile Tachion to assist

_the effectiveness of the total US effort, political, econcumie,

erd diplosotic, as well es wilitery. IT this preduced e slecken-

__ing of VC pressures, US-Seuth Vietrzrese vorking reletions would

te Tairly cmooth, If, on the coatrary, the war draggea on vith-~

7 out respite, war veariness and snti-Americenisn would protably

becin %0 threoton the US politicsl bose in South Vietnam,

vy Fnomnp e
- - on the seale considered here, veuld not alier VO/MRV dsternl

5, Viet Conz and DRV, Ve Yelieve that a US buildup itsslf,

.- to proszeute the strusgle. The Cevsamists vould rocognize thot
"\JG D ’

in nilitsry terzs, their tosk hed bsceme harder,  Thay wvould

réeornize that, in roliticel teims, the US acticn reaffinzad
. . ~ " ) ’ = ’ , .




its éocterndnation not to accupt militovy defcat, Tub the crrivel

of US forees in thise rumbers vould not change ihe Corrunists!
Lasic calewlation that their stoying pover is inhercntly cugerior

to thzt of Saigen and Voeshinston,

6, ke reol test, then, wovld be thet of combat, The Viet
Cong vourld recpond, es it hes to pasi;l injcetions of US foxces,
ty stepping wp the' .msar(,...cy, &nd the, DRV would reinforce it es

necessery with men and covirment, including further line units

-

of the FAVH., 1In this effort, the Comrmunists vould *obably hold

to treip presont stratery of atirition end su‘:"-rsion, althongh

Somt

on 2 sirnificsntly inoracszed scgla, They vould ﬂt:l‘L seek to
Geleal the GVH througsh exloausticon end inbternzl collzpse s rvhoub
letting U:a/G‘\. Torces enzage thea in decisive tuitle,

7. Ve Go not 'now hew the test of cortet would coxe out
ot the leve) of US involver:int now toing considered, IT, st this i
or some higher level, the tide of vatble runs against ihe Viet

Cong Tor a substantiel peric i, the Conrmnists would probadly

considsr a larie-sesle grovnd offersive by DAV itroops. They ;
voui@ rocognize, hovever, that the enlerzed U3 ferces hed rede }

this rore Gifficwlt. They would elso Tear thet the US, with a ;

' {
very heevy stake in the var, vould rot accept defeet in that new ‘
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kind of wur vwithout e:xpuonding it to the DRV end Chiilnn, Tn these
ci. curstonces, they vould prolobly prefer to mccort to r.c.--'-o‘bi(.zi'ions
or sitply Yo et the Lirnting subaide vhile consorving x’)c‘ir ovn
forces, They vould bte perticulerly lilkely to rcact $n this vay

if they hed become convinced t.hat. in ony enlnrged war, ti:e us
veuld use nuclear vesnons - ‘

8. China, Peiping vould react to the esswned US tuildup
by urging the VO ard the DRV to contirme the struzgle. It would
rrerice to com2 to Eenoils gid if the US iuvolvensnt rc:;c-ha-d the
point of en invasion of North Vietrom. I inizht also make some
trcop roverents in South China o underscore this comitnint, Ve
telieve that as the fighting continuved, China wonld be even lecs
resdy then the DRV to cenclude that lsrper US gre *nd forces could

-

tvra the tide,

9. ‘he USSR, 4s the US counitnent grew, the Soviet Unicn

- ——— s v

veurld Yind its prcblers proving rore coute, Moscow webld recognize
thzt its ¢vn pilditery sesistonce, erd its gonsrel shifh to a haxd,
- enbi-U3 line, ked failed to turn the US i‘rc:n its vourse. Ve

Laliceve that the Soviets would s2 Lo, as.te**n tive to continusy

supgort for the DAV, In time, howover, the ricks of a prolonged




erd Intensifiod wor dn Viction oight prces herd on the now

collective leodership ord face Meocow with the cuolce of i‘w‘l‘.cr

dcepering s covattzonts end 2id or rovi ng lovird vithadrevals

l:c.n-Cnr::*uMs» Rogetioms

10. A wide scebor of non-Cosmanict vorld opinien doubts
that the US cen evold eventual defent in Vietname In this sector,

°

en inercosing Injeohicn of US Torees would be seen as a pre-
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n of the zgeny end en increase in the risks of Tuture
escalatvion, Coversusnbs vhich now support the US cowrse, such
&s the British, Fislions, end Jepenese, would come wider reneved

dezactie eriticicsn, Covarnnments vhiech cppoca the US, such as

France tnd Yrdie, vould step uwp thelr pressures for negotiations,

Tn genexel, hovever, these world rcactions would not have es )
ich Jo 28 vorld rezctions to uore drenatic zvents, such o8

a ctenge in the seop2 of the air var, %he wWltimete effect upon

the LS po in
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guscers or Teilave of US prolicy in the Vietromase vars

Faocticns v Ve of rCX Furces

[ELY SAPAERE e m v -n--..« [Ty

iefnanzee would not be unreservedly receptive

to increased ROK ccnbinzsnts In thaiv nidst. Greater ROX troop
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corlitrinls protally wenldd rob enuse coricas rc;-.rcv:.sfu'.s in

Scuth Yorea, thoush oo rmttcrin 's vould be keard,  In the cvent

of rador ¥ troop losses, it is likely that public sentiucnt -

in South Xoven -« stlhadated by Fyoagysng rodio and deuectie

prositionicts -~ vould legin to guastion the judguent of Fresidernt

Fek, therebly contritubing to the endemice political fnstebility

in South Herca. North Forea, through propegenca &n nd trocp move~

rents end, possibly, contrived incid rbs in the Koreen INZ avea
'.'oulrl ebbeinpt Yo heighlén eny insccurity among South Yoreans

2t develoged es a result of trcop shifts to Scuthenst I. sia,
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