: .3.. Brent Ieels we mnst utop. look and listen before emrdalng A
asmt&cm by cutting off aid as such action would advcrsely aﬂect South’

: trom ARVN division level down that there is no discernible lecsonlng

of $zoop discipline, morale or will to prosecute the war effert. .The :
i . senior officers have been paying attention racently to pontical rather
“than mmtw:y matters. -
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- 4 Ambassador and Truehart convinced war cannot be won with’
: ogi.mc, timing running out, cutting off aid would provoke unpredictable
and yncontrollable situation; Ambassador considering initiating coup
"through General Don with MACV., The Ambassador has the authority - -
tdgnd,crtaks this... Ambassador foels that if such a plan were frustrated
by ‘Diarh/ Nhu and therefore £ailed u. S. would be faced with lnvtt&tion
d : »-‘,'-Z ?": R RERS L
3: The origlnal a.bortlvc attempt to atimulate a coup was based T
o5 hcpe rather than reality with the SVN generals. This attempt revealed ; ‘
-t Wha,” leaving U. 5. in a weak position, Nhu bas further consolidated - N
:b!s ‘position but lacks organization and direct command on part of SVN |
genemla. except for General Dinh who supports Nhu and whoae Head- y
qm:t_egn Me ponetrated by Nhu's agents. :
5 ﬁ.-.ln summary the UJS now lacks a means to etage suwther coup
emm undet cixcumstances of control which wm guarantee '“CCQ.‘."-Z L
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? Proponcnts of complete cessaﬁoa of a(d lw} thts wou.lé
& nécessary and sufficient catalyst for early overthrow of S
hment but belief 1s that Nhu has built into the military eatabnsho e

eﬁecava clmcks and balanceu to lmpede genonls fromtakiag sk
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Lack oi reanstlc opportunity lor coup natrows chan.cee to :
mrt presaure for reforms on regime. Selective ald cuts cm&derod )
: ‘esaxemely complex and rmet be approached carefully because of - ;
gffect an economy, currency, etc. Reduction in military ald wonld
'@!edly affect SVN'g ability to pursue struggle against VC. -Catin A
‘Colonel Tung's Special Forces would probably have no effect on. portloa .
of his oporation which is active in the political arena. Certain aid "
‘£x3llg could be cut but they would have little lmmedlat@ eﬂect on the

:agimo aad would merely bo a wlsance. A

B d, We mnst notc we ha.vo 'been comp&cmoly unsucceasfnl in
- 1onag peties of attempts to get Dlem to liberalize his regime. Diem
~ {p the past bas been tmmovable, extremely stubborn and abaoluuly
c’}e@ad to cutside influences and considers concessions a sign of
,-Wealmeas. There is little hope that Diem will agree to the withdrawal
&4 T froc the scene as he considers Nhu jndisponsable as driving
] fem:e behind at:ateglc hamlat proaram and as political ma.nlpulator. bos

!Fonowing a buslness-as-usual cmra@ in th.e interest of

-out time until successful aiternative appears, we run the rtsk
its position and thereby further

biding’
'ot haying the Diem regime solldify




