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The Ivgun Zva‘i Leund is a:n_mﬂezﬂgrbunda quasi-nilitery orgéniséi:icn
with headquarters in Palostine ané brenches in Poland and other Puzopoan
cou:atrﬂ.ego Tts nombors erc fanatical Zionists who wish to conver: Palop-
vine cund Transjordon into an i.nd.ep@_ziéazrb vewish stobe and wvho a,d.vooe."be .
the ues of foroe both ageinst the Arabs end tho ﬁriﬁiah to achievd this
maxined politicel gool, In the past the Irgun wes responaible for
orgﬁnisﬁ.ng 31legal Jowish immigration into Palestine, I¥ has cornductad
since P@bma:-y of “i:hia year periodic ralds on goverynmenb buildinga as a
protest agalngt the Dritish Whive Paper policy. Irgun ectivities have
beoen sondemned by the rost of -Z:;hé Palestine Jewigh eomuniiiy a8 irre-

sponplble, misguided, und hammful o the Zionist cause,
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TR OBJECTIVES AND ACTIVITIES OF THE IRGUN ZVAI LERIX

1, The nature of the society, The Irgun Zval Leunl (Natioml ﬁilimé;y |
Organization) is ew illegal, pammi.l&‘hm'y" socloty in Paléstine, composed
of favatival Zionisbswho desire bo convert Palestino and ‘Traisj.q.r&n dnby
an indepsndent Jowlsh sta';’;e and who advocate 'E:h@ uge of fdraé both ag;ainsé
»Iw Areba and the Bm.tish +o sohicve this mr—:xﬂmal politica.l gpoal, Recontly
thoge ectivists have b@om@ cb:sessed with the idon that Britain has failed
to carry out its ‘pledge o tho Jows oomained in the Balf‘our Dza_clara‘?;ion at
ait&m when Bupopean Jews, murdered ~.a:nd porsscuted by 'b'ha Naglis, have beon
S.n'gmatest nead of a im;'@n of refuge and that violeuce is the only way to
persuade the mondatory power to ohange its prosent ?es‘i:zjicri‘;iw policy. Al
thoub}/ the E'"'wm s orlginally fwbandad o serve as the militery am of
.\,h§ ovigionist Pardy in Pa.lestmeg 1% has pradually become independent of -
the lattexj“a control, Nowertheless the Irgun roecrults are drawn almogy ew
civzéively Prom auong the Revis;bnistso Horoovwer, Bltar, "i:he rigidiye
disciplined Revisionist youth mdmnt, provides pre-militery training fop
potential Irgun membors, In fact, Irgun members are able to comeai éhair

with the seoret socleby by essuning sctive reles either in the

aeffiliati
Reviglo gfz Party or in Bitas, Thus, for em;cmple o Erigjg?abq’binalqr, a8 head
itar Inmigration Deportment (1938-40) was able to direct Irgunts
arganiéation of illegal immigration into Palestinggl Although Irgun hoade
quarvers are in Palestine, branches of the aooie;ty wore ‘established in pfao

war days in Poland and other Eurcpsan countriecs. The Palostine umit has

1, Basod on a report fyom the £iles of the Palestine Crininal Invcstzgaticn
Deopartment,
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%endod %o fluctunte in sizo and at present has sbout 3-4,000 mombers,
most of whom are wellesducatod and 1dealistic and would not normlly
have engeged in oriminal pursuits.

2, Irgun objectives, The members of Irgun are persuaded that only by

the use of violence can the soclety realize its ultimate objective: the
"liberation” of Palestino (ineluding Transjordam) from the "foreign
oppressors” and its estoblishmeont as the patiomal state of the Jewigh

people, Irgun’s immodiate aims have beon adjusted to the changing ree

lations betwoen the Palestine -Jews on the one hand and the mandatory

government and the Palostine Arabs respectively on tho other, At the
:'ci:ne of Irgun's croation in the eerly months of the Palestine Arub”
revolt (1936-39) the- péiir‘m‘y function of the socliety was to retaliate |
for the murdor of Jews by Arabe.l As the Jewish position in Fast-Contral
Europe began to -',_giéteriomte rapidly in the final months of peace and the
manéatow gm}arn;ont introduced severe éostrictionn on Jewish immigration
into Polestine, “the Irgun undertook to crganize illegal Jewish ent;mnca
into the countyy, resorting to force when necessary, The Irgun became
vohenently anti-British after the appeorsncs of the 1939 White Paper,
which was interpreted as a concesslon to Arcb violenca, But a truce

was declarad immediately upon the outbreak of war, vhen the soclety
offerod its servlceé to 2ssist Britein egoinst the common ememy., In
fagt,, it wooperated closely with t%ae British Middle East military forces
in the early part of the .m;r,; particularly in the Iragi aund Syrian came.

paigns of 1941, Irgun leadors became digillusioned, however, as the

1, "Illicit Arming by Arebs and Jows in Palestine,” R & A 1014,
30 September 1943, pp. 13=-14, '
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fmmigration deadline provided in the 1939 lidte Popor approached. Ihe
mandatory power was werned ea.rly in 1944 tha‘?: the "amistice“oceclamd
at the begiming of the war® nad been "disregardec‘x by tho British Governe

ment™ and had, thorefore, b_aen terminated., The Irgun accordingly embarksd '

" upor & program of wlolense directed against the Bpitish, with a view to

intimidating the goverrmental suthiorities iato abrogating the vhite DPaper,l

3. Irgun’s part in illegel immigration. The precise volume of illegal .

Immigration is impossible to destermine, The Palestine Govezment, however,-

has vcbiauerod closa to 20,000 illicit ontmnts since lMay 1939, the over=.

‘vhelning ma.jonty Iuviup; exrrived before 1041, During the past threc and

» ono<half years illegal immigration hes all but disappesred as a result of

the ti@texied.militamracivilian feontier controls, the breakdown of transe
pox;tation facilities from Lurops to Palestine, and, most recently, the
penoral admititance ?f all Jews vho have succeeded in escaping from Neszie
occupied Eiueo_po into Turksy, On the oth(;ar hand, large numbors of Jaws
entered the country unlswfully before May 1939 and not a1l of the 3llicit
settlers after that date have beon recorded, It may bé 'estimaﬁed that as
many &3 50 000 illepgal immigrants probably roached Pelestine since the

formation of Irgun in 1937, There is no way of calouleting the percentage

of those who have entered the country uader Irgun suspices, although it

‘may be prosuncd that the society was responsiblo for o substantial share

of ¢ho total. Thoe organization of ille‘gal- Inmigration proved tobe a

lusrative vonture, since in addition to charging ths prospective imaigrents

" what the traffic would boar, Wseﬂﬁaﬁwa in tho US and elsewhoro

V%\E)C Fasso (7
1, R & A 1090,64, 17 June 1944, ppe &=7 . . ﬁjm
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collocted funds for the support of their humani barian” undortaking,
These funds have largely boen used to train and equip with erms the
membors of the soolety and to defray the coste of derrorist activitios,t

4o Antlegovernmont violonsce during the past year, After having rofrained

fram the use of violenoo for more than four years of war, the Irgun hap

conducted since February of this yesr periodic reids on govermment buildinge

as a protest egainst the Bridish White Paper policy. ILmphasis has beon
placoqd on the destruction of property by tho use of land-minea and hombsg
offorts have usuvally boen made ﬁo evort the ghedding of blood, bub in :gost
of tho forays thore have boon police and cons‘tabulary caaua.i?;ion s Arab and
Jowish as well a8 Bpitish, Izgun leadors with the bravado of - the forner
Apab robel commandors "proudly™ essummed responsibility for theseo torrorist

activitios, usunlly by the distribubion of illogal broadshests. Tho followe

ing is a it of Irgun tex’fdﬁat.e:zplo%s during the pagt nine months:

6. The offices of tho Palosbine Dopertnent of Migpation at Jerusalem,
Tel-Aviv, and Haife were partially destroyed by bombs on the night of
12 Pebrusyy. The only casualty wme a constable who suffered fram shocl,®

b, The government rovenue offices in tho same three eities wers

blown up by minos on the nigat of 26-27 February; no casualiies wero

veported,S
¢, The headquwéars of tho po{&ice and the Crininal Investipgation

Dopartuent in Jerusaled, Jaffa, and lnifa were seriously dénméed by

1, Tho Irgun oroated in 194§ its owm fund-yalsing body.in Palestine,
. colledflins Hagit Israoel %Jewish Front Tribute), which attempte to
eolleds funds by threat of violencs 1f ordimary solicitation proves
ineffoctives see R & A 1014, p. 14 and 055 34545, 22 June 1944,
2, R & A 1080,49, & Larch 1944, pp. 5=6.
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explosivos .on the night of 23 March, Casusliies were roported at Jorue-

salen and Hodfa,®

de The Palostine Broadcasting Serivee tranemission ;station at
Ramallah ves seized on the nighd of 18 llay; theo attempt to maks use of
the station was f‘oiled; "but some domago was done to the eqwlpmentog

®. In the early morning houre of 14 July a building occupieﬁ by the

"govermon'b land registry offices and the Jerusalem district pclico was

thoroupghly demolished. Irreplaceable files wore destroyed and sevoral
oasunltios were repoxvﬁedos | |

fu The Jaffe divisional police headquarters and two polzce atotions
on the Jaffwalalwlv boundaries were attacked with bambs and runfire on
‘Lhe night of 22 -,,gus’i;a Togulbing in a aumber of e::a.za;u,asll:,’a.ea'.4 |

g. Folloe s%ﬁign@.a.‘b Bayt Dajen, Galqilysh, Qatrah, end Iiaifa
(eastorn stetion) were attacked on the night of 27 September; sevsral
casualtics wero mpox"-‘:eda

5, " Jowish reactions in Falestine %o Irgun violence, The irresponsible

actlvitics of the Irgum have besn wroundly condemnad by the Zionist preas
and loaders in Palestine, An oditorial in Ha-Ares (15 February) dealing

with the explosicne in ‘the Migration Depertment offices doubbtless oxprossed

the sontiments of tho wvest majority of the Palestine Jewish cowmumnity, The

oditors of this independent and liberal daily censured the perpotrators for

R & A 1090,58, 1 April 1944, pp. 78,
2, R & A 3090.64, 17 Juno 1944, 1, Go
R w A 10900690 22 Ju!.y 1944p ppo 4“‘50

4, Palestine Posb, 24 August 1944, p. 3.

6o USS sowrce 5, o0 September 1944; and JIA bulletm,, 1 October 1944,
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having hermed the cause of the Jewish peopls ot a time when important
declsions regardfixxg. Zionisn wors pending in London aud Weshington, The ”
Jowish ccumunity was uméerl to exort greater afi‘oz;ta %o curb the verrore
ism snd %o eliminate the terrorists, wio are éropau'ed "o bridge ovor
all too lightly the pap betwoen political debates and rzmnz.'c?.enz'.‘ﬁ Following
the deatrustion of the Lend Registry offices in Jeruaalem on 14 July,
'mjﬁalastme Post (18 July 1942), %he largast zi.cniae dsily in the

Vimww
country, had the followinp to say: "Fon* the mi.sguided criminals there

is nd-bhing but publié condamnation, They are young fanati.cs, orazod by

the auf‘fermgs of thedr people. ini:o belisving wbha.t deatmm’:lon will bring
hoaling.” -

\Men the effiliatlon of the iberation

(HCHL) with the Trpun bacamo pé%iii;iy: Inwm 1; Palestine inﬂay, fu;%bhe:: |
oditorial comments were forthcoming. A that timed Misimar (22 lay /1944),

tho deily orgen of tho leﬁist/ﬁ:émmxmer ho-Sadir (The Young -Gfup,x:d)/,

Aatrassoc'l tho fact thal the Irpgun's activities both in .Palestiné/and in
the US betrayed &1L tﬁe.ugly symptanz of fascism, In Pa.leéﬁine, Irgun
membors bave been killing Bé'i%ish'and Jevigh police from .v:imbush, in order
to Brive out the conquqrors;" in the US, they have helped © defex' the, .
solu’t‘.ion of tho political prqblms of Palostine, Th.e} tem‘jist acﬁa in i

HenN by
Palostina and the ppolitical mookery in the U3, warned Mighmar, wore danw

gerous symptoms of a malignant disease:; The only remedy was to do eve;'yo /:
"L'hing concoivabla to igolate the Irgun and the movement which produced V’/ |
Revisionlem. | ‘ ‘
‘ SEC - \
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o Feiessino Novisionists havo pwdlioly dissrsocioted tuongolvin

A

N .
feem tho O, eo en oditoriel i:.?_,k.?h»!:a:hqif:‘ {2« “tay 1944), the

Sz e
Toviziont =t mouthpicco, beors witness, AT houghe- observes the papor-- -
‘he vouti:: vho crasated the LCIL grow up and wore cduccted within the ' {
Jewish nallonciist novenment in Palesting, 'E:h@;é have conducted thelir
Aerican retivities frqm tho stert ontirely on their om. Since their
;=u'.‘1ier ceriitsoest had proclaimed positive obf}octivos , thoy morited
“our um:.'fc-iga{;od support.” The enlistuont oi‘. specislly accreditod
inssitaticns was not rbqniyed for the purpose of rousing publiec oéinisr;
to th.a wrgent need for srring tho Uuropean Jowish masses. The new cone
adttea--lln ;e}“.rs_?lzgé“ soss o Lo po:f.ni: oute-cmphatically does nrot deservo .
suppo%‘cc hecouse accordiry to lCHL ideology tho licbraw notion consists
ondr of oo inlestine Jors, the sltatoless Luropoan Jows, wnd those Jows S

whe moy w.sh Toluntazrdly to join tho :CLiL. ALl othor Jows, in the viar

e

of the TiCTL ons nabtiorals of the countriss in vhilch they live: <They erc —

7
w0t dnglish o Anorican Jove, but meroly Inglighnen or Americans, Tho !
0L, nornover, has emounced that its sole taslk for the duvabtion will bo A

the rosoro of Jos., Nop thats roongon it has "postponed” tho sotilemont of

tho pelitlcal nnd bounda sy probvlens of lelostine until aftcr a0 Tar.
4
) In so dodig=wconcludos tho editorianle=tho organizors of the HIL have
“ Y

ity = o A .y . 9
rolinculsihed Vindiniv{Jesotinsky's stand in favor of that of ".olonara,”

Jhiie rofusing %o rocognize tho political ideolozy of tho nelr group,

Ho~"aehaif novortholsss recommonded continued ondorsencrnt of 121 L's ond

™ o pogous uropoon Jows, : )
P T e & e ‘ /’
7
. A - - v : . ; * I’
1. .he nezos cff thess ecuaitbecs are: tho Jericen Friends ¢f o Jowrish :
‘Tutestine, the Comitiss for an arfy of Statoloss und imlostintan Jwvrg, Sh
N mergeney Committes to Save %ho Jowish focplo of Turopo. ond tho hrisritia

Leogeo for o Froc lalestines zoe Fii 148, 13 ’anuaz‘;,f lube, .
2, Viedinir Jabotinasky, Jather of Iiri, fcunded the Rovigionist movemons, whlokh

7
A
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rofards Jeisnanm, Zionict rronident, as on opporlynlst
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