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The usér can supplement the information' iﬁ this Section by }'eferring to Section 40

SOCIOLOGICAL

“41.! Population

)

Iniroduction, for basic characteristics of population and the environmental factors in- ¢
volved. Manpower potential and actual occupational distribution are described in Section - )

-44, Manpower.
. :

(.

"A. General -

More than any of its Arab neighbors, Iraq is con-
spicuous for its relative wealth in unused arable
land and for the water by which this surplus may
be made agriculturally productive. Iraq, however,
with an estimated total population of approxi-
mately 7,000,000 persons in 1960, has shown no
interest in making its excess land available to
displaced Arabs from other countries. Though
this disinterest is motivated primarily by political
considerations, the fact that the population ‘is
rapidly increasing—nearly 3% per annum—and
the prospect that through improved health facil-
ities' and a continued- high rate of fertility this
rate may even increase offer some justification for
Iraq’s desire to hold this reserve to meet its own
future needs. - )

Rich in oil resourcés, Iraq is endefavoring in the
space of a generation to achieve through indus-
trialization and, more recently through revolution

and abrupt social reform, to raise the economic -

level and level of living to that of a modern indus-
trial country. The program thus far has fallen
short of its goal and in doing so has created con-
ditions of distinct demographic concern.: The drift
of farm labor from the countryside to. the cities,

stimulated by the first efforts at industrialization,

has crowded the urban centers with unskilled labor
well in excess of reasonable employment oppor-
tunities. The government, with some success,: is
attempting to eradicate the traditional system
whereby the wealthy landowner lives in town while
his sharecropping tenants cultivate the land. The

cohfu_sion caused by the forcible dissolution of the -

big estates following the 1958 revolution greatly
increased this flow, augmenting the cities to yet
undetermined size, increasing the burden on al-
ready inadequate social services, and swelling the
numbers of impoverished malcontents accessible
" for political manipulation.. The political instabil-
ity of the postrevolutionary period has also ag-
gravated the chronic restlessness of the Kurds and

the Bedouin, resulting in' reported migrations of

Kurdish units into Turkey and Iran and of
Bedouin groups into Syria. e
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The problems presented to the central govern-
ment by the various minorities of Iraq ‘are only °
partially illuminated by the most recent (1957)
census. Division along ethnic lines is perceptible
only by inference, in-accordance with -the lan-

' guages used in response to the census enumerators’

questions. A very generalized question on religion
was included so that a distinction could be made
among the population on such broad categories as
Islam, Christianity, and the like. But because the
subject was considered too sensitive to permit par-
ticularization, no further light is shed upon. -
whether the preponderantly Muslim population is,
in reality, made up of a Shiah majority, as claimed,
and a Sunni (usually considered as “orthodox”)
minority. . N

B. Size, composition, and geographic distri-
bution A A

1. Size and composition

The complete report on the 1957 Census, con-
ducted by the Directorate General of Census under
the Ministry of Social Affairs (now under the Min-
istry of Interior), has not yet been released for
publication. The population figures used in this
Section come, for the most part, from government
interim reports on, the 1957 census.. .These provi-
sional 1957 figures show a population of 6,538,109
(see FicURE 41-1). Based on annual rate of in- .
crease of 2.9% since 1947, the 1960 population
would be approximately 7,000,000. ' N

The 1957 census data thus far published have
not given' the numbers and regional distribution
of the major ethnic components of the population.
However, the proportional distribution is estimated
to be: Arabs 77%, Kurds 18%, other minority
groups—Turkomans, -Iranians, .Assyrians, Arme-
nians, Jews, Yezidis, Mandaeans; and others—5%. -

“The Arab component of the population predomi-
nates in almost all Iraq. Iraqi Kurds inhabit the
mountainous areas of the provinces of Irbil,
Kirkiik, Al Mawsil, and As Sulaymaniyah, and the
northern part of Diydla Province. These Kurds,
who differ inh race and language from the Arabs,
form the largest of the non-Arab minorities; how-
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*"AREA; POPULATION, AND POPULATION
Y "PROVINCE AND DESERT AREA, 1957

QU‘RE_‘ 41~
ENSITY:

L AREA PERSONS
PHOVINCE OF DESERT ARFA IN POPULA- PER
v : . - SQUARE TION SQUARE
kN MILES MILE
PROVINCE: o
“ Al ‘Amarah.....o..... ..., 7,095 329,647 46
4,924 | 1,306,604 265
4,747 502,884 106
5,825 | 507,548 87
6,224 329,813 53
2,103 353,614 168
6,055 272,526 45
2,340 217,015 93
7,859 388,012 | - 49
6.391 290,070 45
Al'Mawsil. ................ 11,416 717,500 63
;An-Nagirlyah . ............ 5,714 455,644 80
_ Ar Ramadr. ... ... L .. 15,751 234,262 | . 15
... As Sulaymanlyah........... 4,572 299,978 66
_ DESERT AREA:
"% AI'Badiyah al Jantublyah. .. .| 29,399 9,599 0.3
- Badiyat al JazIrah.......... 12,056 39,125 3
.- Al Badiyah ash Shamaltyah. .| 39,127 19,838 0.5
- Total or average......... 171,598 {*6,274,579 *36.6

“*-Included in the calculation of these figures should be 42,464

" - Iraqis abroad and 221,066 persons whose registration was
not cbmplete‘ at the time of publication of the interim re-
port on the 1957 census. The population would then total
6,538,109 and the density average 38 persons per square
mile. :

ever, like the majority of the Iraqi Arabs, the
Kurds are Muslims.

The Turkish-speaking Turkomans, also Muslims,
are descendants of the Seljuk Turks, who invaded
Iraq in the 12th Century A.D. Located in scat-

. tered villages along the line dividing the Arabs and

Kurds (with the greatest concentration being in
Kirkiik Province), the Turkomans are estimated t‘q
number. 100,000: Many are now being assimilated
in language and custom by the Arabs.

The number of Iranians in the country is diffi-
cult to',‘a,ssess because those who were Iraqi citizens
at the time of the census were not included with

"those of Iranian nationality. In the latter group

were - included  about 50,000 transients, most of
whom were Iranian Muslim pilgrims of the Shiah
sect visiting shrines in Iraq, and about 15,000 Ira-
nian immigrants who had been residing in Iraq
for ‘a period of at least 3 months (see the tables,
FIGURES 41-2 and 41-7). The total number of
ethnic Iranians in' Iraq would probably . reach
80,000.
are the provinces of 'Al ‘Amarah, Baghdad, Al

- Bagrah, Karbald’ and Al Kiit.

" The Assyrians in Iraq are a remnant of a larger
community which for centuries has borne the

_“brunt of successive wars in the Mesopotamian area.

They are Christian by faith and their language is

- PaGe 41-2
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Figure 41-2. PILGRIM TRAVEL FOR THE YEARS, 1955-57

PILGRIMS TO MECCA PILGRIMS TO HOLY
SHRINES IN TRAQ:
YEAR T T
Iraqis TAD- | potal TN~ | Others | Total "
sients ans
1955 4,281 3,064 7,345 | 64,160 | 28,018 92,178
1956 2,859 2,494 5,353 | 84,767 | 23,384 | 108,151
1957 2,378 1,126 3,504 | 37,551 | 39,004 76,555

Syriac. Numbering about 34,000 persons, they are
located in towns in the predominantly Kurdish
area, with some concentration in Al Mawsil, Al
‘Amadiyah, and Rawandiiz, and in Kirkik and
Dawrah, where they are employed in the oil in-
dustry.

The Armenians, estimated at about 17,000, are
of relatively recent arrival, many of them having
fled from Turkey into Iraq during and immediately
after World War I. Like the Assyrians, they have
preserved their own language, customs, and Chris-
tian faith. They have settled in the cities and
towns, where they comprise a small component of
the professional and merchant class.

The Jews of Iraq are closely related to the
Arabs, ethnically, culturally, and linguistically, for
they stem aboriginally from the same race of peo-
ple. Through emigration to Israel in 1950 and
1951, Iragi Jews have been greatly reduced in
strength from a number conservatively estimated
at 125,000 in 1948 to approximately 5,000 to 7,000
today. They are concentrated in Baghdad Prov-
ince, and in the towns of Al Bagrah, Al Hillah, and
Al Mawsil.

Of the other indigenous people who might be
considered as separate ethnic groups, the Yezidis,
who are scattered throughout northern Iraq, num-
ber about 40,000 and the Mandaeans, an urban-
dwelling group living in towns on the rivers south
of Baghdad, number about 5,000.

2. Distribution and density

Iraq is divided administratively into 14 provinces
(liw@’—singular) and 3 desert areas (al badiyah—
singular), as Ficure 41-10 shows. The total area
comprises approximately 171,600 square miles,
about two-thirds the size of Texas. The overall
population density of the country, based on the
1957 figures, is about 38 persons per square mile
(see the map, FiGURe 41-3, showing population
density by province and desert area). However,
the desert area, which comprises 459% of the total
land area, has itself a population density of not
more than one person per square mile. The rest
of the country varies in density, depending on the
availability of water, the fertility of the soil, and
land distribution:and utilization. Rural Iraq may
be divided roughly as follows: cultivated land rep-
resenting about 20,000 square miles or 12%.of the
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FIGURE 41-3. POPULATION DENSITY BY PROVINCE AND DESERT AREA, IrRAQ, 1957

total land area; unused but potentially productive
land, representing about 51,000 square miles or
29% of the land area; and the semi-arid regions,
utilized for seasonal nomadic grazing of livestock,
- comprising the remainder. About . two-thirds of
the agricultural land now cultivated lies in the
irrigated zone along the Tigris and Euphrates, ex-
,tending in.an arc concave toward the northeast
~ through the interior of the country from the north-
ernmost province of Al Mawsil to the southeasterly
province of Al Bagrah, where the Shatt al ‘Arab
empties into the Persian Gulf. This irrigated zone
represents the area of greater population density.
Baghdad and Al Basrah provinces have a density

Box’ . .

g Tab[ 2
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FEMA ~ NSA

of 265 and 106 persons per square mile, respectively.
Al Hillah and Karbald’ provinces have relatively
high density averages due to the pilgrim influx
into these areas. The lowest provincial density
is that of Ar Ramadi, with 15 persons per square
mile (see FicUre 41-1). :

Iraq’s population distribution and density are
somewhat comparable with those of Syria and
Jordan, which share with Iraq the expansive,
largely uninhabited, desert and steppe region
formed on the slope of the Arabian plateau. Syria
and Jordan have overall densities of 58 and 41 per-
sons per square mile, respectively, with a wide
range of from 15 to 20 persons per square mile in
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.desert-areas to about 200 to 400 in settled culti-
:vated regions. .Saudi Arabia’s overall’ density is
'.;not .more than 10 persons per square mile. Iraq’s
‘concentratlon of people in its riverain areas re-

"vsembles that of Egypt, but its riparian density is
only ‘about a third of that of the latter’s densely
populated reglons

- 3. Pattern.of settlement and urban areas

The physical features of the country have been
the determining factor in the distribution of the
‘population in Iraq. Most of the people live in set-
tlements situated along the rivers and canals of
the alluvial plain or in the fertile valleys of the

" northwestern mountains. Scattered nomadic
‘tribes roam the desert south and west of the
Euphrates and the steppe country of Al Jazirah—

. the region northwest of Baghdad between the
~ Tigris and the Euphrates. '

Census figures have been released showing a
breakdown between the “urban” and “rural” ele-
ments of the population, according to province or
desert area, but the terms as used are indistinctly
defined.- Th1s breakdown, shown in FiGure 41-4,
indicates that apprommately one-third of the pop-
ulation is urban and two-thirds, rural. It is be-

lieved, however, that in regard to-provinces con-

taining the larger cities the percentages are low,
for they represent an enumeration based on the
narrower concept of the city without outlying
suburbs or subdistricts (nahiya—singular).

No census breakdown by cities is yet avail-
able. A  presumably official breakdown accom-
panying a 1957 tourist guide map yields an urban-
rural -population ratio that is practically the op-
posite of the general ratio arrived at through the

Fioure 41-4. URBAN AND RURAL POPULATION
* DISTRIBUTION BY AREA, 1957
(In percent)

PROVINCE OR DESERT AREA URBAN | RURAL
PROVINCE:
Al‘Amarah........................... 26 76
Baghdad.............................. 65 35
Al Bagrah.................. . 47 63
Ad Diwanlyah. ..... e 24 76
Diyala 23 77
Al Hillah 29 71
Irb1l 27 73
Karbala’ 80 20
Kirkuk 39 61
Al Kut . 84 76
Al Mawsil............................ 38 62
An Nagirtyah.. 2000 o ool 19 81
_ArRamadr..............0.. e 27 78
© As Sulaymanlyah............. e 26 74
DESERT AREA: o
Al Badiyah al Janublyah. . ... RETPI S 100
" Badiyat al Jaztrah..................... e 100
Al Badiyah ash Shamaltyah............. . 100
National average. . .................. 39 61
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census. Available evidence points to the census
ratio as the correct one: The tourist guide break-
down, however, is shown in FIGUre 41-8, not asan . .
endorsement of the figures as such but as a guide
to the comparative size of the cities and towns
within Iraq. The specific urban figures thus cited
represent the population of the “metropolitan”
areas which, in accordance with established Middle
Eastern custom, include large numbers of agricul-
turalists. The figure of 1,000,000 inhabitants for
Baghdad (commonly cited by Iraqis) .appears as
an exaggeration. ' The populations of Karbald’, Al
Kazimiyah, An Najaf, and Samarrd’, cities Where
Shiah shrines are located, ﬁuctua.tes annually in
response to the influx of pilgrims.

Iraq’s agricultural population is found prlmanly
in rural villages. The people here and in the
smaller towns are usually closely knit, of the same
racial 'and cultural background, and of the same
family or tribal unit.

The Kurdish. villages in the mountainous areas
of the northeast are generally small, consisting of
from 10 to 500 houses, each forming a family house-
hold. Several households of common ancestry

- form a tira which may occupy one or more villages,

and a group of these tiras of common paternal
origin constitutes a tribe. The Kurdish villagers
build their houses on the rocky, untillable slopes
in order to reserve the fertile land in the valleys
for cultivation.

In addition to these family- and tr1ba1—type settle-
ments, there are towns founded on common oc-
cupational, trade, and industrial interests. For ex-
ample, in the oil industrial zones of Iraq, towns,
such as Al Bagrah, Kirkak, and Al Mawsil, are
undergoing a rapid transformation into modern

" Western-type urban centers with wide streets and

concrete buildings.

The people who settle in these larger centers tend
to drop their clan or tribal identity and become
integrated into the new urban society. Small
minority communities, however, such as the Ar-
menians and Jews, are prone to segregate them-
selves increasingly as a means of communal self-
protection. .

4. Migratory movements

Quantitative information on internal. migration

- Is entirely lacking, although the Iragi population

is known to include about 300,000 nomadic tribes-
men and several hundred thousand seminomadic
people. Historically nomadism - has varied in-
versely with control over the Tigris and Euphrates
for irrigation purposes. ' The first effective irriga-
tion systems were instituted in the ‘third millen-

"njum B.C. Since that time, strong governments

have built up such systems, ‘while weak govern-
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ments, lacking the ability to defend and maintain
them, have been. unable to prevent their destruc-
tion. “Increased nomadism has always attended
the'periods of decay. 1In their search for grass and
“water, the Bedouin of Iraq follow the pastures from
season to season, each tribe restricting its move-
ment to lands assigned it by mutual agreement and
government approval. In the course of their an-

nual migrations, they often cross international
boundaries, and the tribes from Syria and Saudi

" Arabia, 11kew15e often cross into Iraq. In the
northern and northeastern regions of Iraq, the
Kurdish tribes graze their flocks in the valleys of
the Iraqi hills durmg winter and in the hill coun-
try on both sides of the Iraql-Iraman border durmg
summer.

The Government of Iraq and neighboring gov-
ernments have occasionally taken action to limit
seasonal tribal migration across their frontiers, but
such limitations have been difficult because of geo-
graphical features. Since the Iragi coup in 1958,
the new government has been especially vigilant
with respect to the transborder movements of tribal
groups and persons who have demonstrated anti-
regime sentiments. Many arrests have been made
along the Syrian border, and the movements of
Iraqi Kurds along the country’s frontiers adja-
‘cent-to Turkey and Iran have been under close
surveillance.

Iraq took its first ‘steps toward a program of
tribal resettlement on newly irrigated lands in
1929. ' This program has already accommodated a
considerable, but unenumerated, body of Bedouin
who ‘for a variety of reasons have abandoned the
nomadic lifé. Economic necessity and the hope of
employment in the cities and towns have also
caused many to settle in and around the urban
centers. This movement of illiterate peasarits to
the metropolitan areas- is a relatively recent
phenomenon brought about by extensive public

' works, increasing industrialization, and-the- ex-
pansion of the oil industry. This influx has pro-
ceeded at an accelerated rate since the revolution

-in 1958.: The mass of recently constructed reed
huts (sarifah) in and around Baghdad and Al
Bagrah is particularly conspicuous. In Baghdad,
the number of sarifah dwellers is reported to have
increased by at'least 100,000 since the 1958 coup.
These people continue to follow a pattern of tribal,
rather than economic, organization.

.C. Populatlon structure

According to the census of 1957, there were 101
males per 100 females in Iraq, as shown in FiGURE
41-9, The' Tatio which evolved from the 1947
census, showmg only 88 males per 100 females -is
beheved to reﬂegt gross underenumeration brought

\
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Freure 41-5. AGE-SEX DISTRIBUTION OF THE POPU—
LATION BY PERCENTAGE, 1947

AGE MALE ' FEMALE - |" BOTH SEXES
0-4............. 9.0 9.4 18.4
5-9............. 7.4 8.7 16.1
10-19........... 7.0 9.1 16.1
20-29........... 4.4 6.8 10.7
30-39........... - 8.6 6.6 12.1
40-49........... 6.6 5.1 10.6
50-59........... 8.2 3.2 6.4
60 and over...... 4.6 5.0 - 9.6

Total......... 46.6. 53.4 100.0

about by the evasion of the census by males fear-
ing conscription. -

Individual ages were recorded in the 1957 census,
but none of this information has. yet been pub-
lished. A table showing the age-sex distribution
of. the population by percentage, based on the 1947
census, is shown in F1cUre 41-5. Accordmg to this
table, approximately 50% of the population in 1947
was below 20 years of age; 40% between 20 and 60;
and only 10%, 60 and over, a pattern representative
of age distribution prevalent in other Arab coun-
tries of the Middle East. where high fertility and
mortality rates prevail.

The 1957 census data on marital status have also
not yet been released to the public. During the
1947 census, 56% of the enumerated persons aged
10 and over were married with spouse present, an
additional 10% had been married and were
widowed, divorced, or separated. Rural-urban dif-
ferences in marital status existed for the males in
the form of a surplus of unmarried males in the
largest cities over the percentages for the country
as a whole, a fact suggesting migration of men
to cities for employment or education.

Polygamy is on the decline in Iraq but'still per-
sists among the conservative well-to-do element
which regards-it as a mark of prestige. . In-1947,
8% of the married men had’ polygamous unions;
of these, 90% had two wives, 8% had three, and
2% had four

No current statistics are available on the size of
the family. It can be assumed, however, that the
extended family of man, wife, and minor children,
as well as married sons and their families, still.
prevails in the rural areas. The dispersion of sons
into dwelling units of their own upon ‘marriage is
more prevalent under urban conditions. :

Because 1957 census data on age groups and oc-
cupations are still lacking, it is difficult to estimate
with any degree of accuracy the number of ‘persons
employed and the number of those dependent on
the economically active working group: In Iraq,
as in comparable Arab countries, almost everyone
from 10 years upward contributes in some way
toward the family budget. Because Iraq has a
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youthful population and many children work, the
_.strain on the national or individual private econ-
“-omy for care of this large segment of the popu-
lation is not severe.
older dre cared for within the family W1thout undue
strain on group resources.

Determining the number of those economically
active in a country such as that of Iraq raises a
problem, because so many women and children are
engaged in agriculture and do not consider them-
selves “employed.” ' Certain generalizations, how-
ever, can be drawn-from the 1947 census. More
than half of Iraq’s employed were at that time
engaged directly in agriculture, excluding food
processing and preservation; if the women.and

children who were partially employed in agricul- °

ture had been included, this fraction would have
been considerably higher. The nonagricultural
segments of the population may be categorized

- somewhat as follows: government and private serv-
ices and utilities, 16%; commerce, 10%; manu-
facturing, 7%; and. rmscellaneous employment,
11%.

In the absence of current age-group statistics,
the ratio in effect in 1947 must be used in estimat-
ing the number of males theoretically available for
military service. On this basis, the number of
men, in 1960, between the ages of 20 and 40 would
be about 500,000.

D. Popﬁlation change
" 1. Vital statxstlcs

NIS 30

“ Persons aged 60 years and -

V1ta1 statlstlcs as collected by the Iragi Govern- -

'ment are both inadequate and inaccurate. Births
and deaths, for example, are still reported on a
purely voluntary basis, and coverage of desert areas

+ is omitted altogether. Certain preliminary moves
have been made to increase the scope and quality
of vital registration, but all official figures thus far
published must still be accepted with considerable
reservation.

The relatively high mortality rate in Iraq is
showing some decline due to health education, sani-
tary improvements, and increasing availability of
medical facilities. At present, the overall crude
death rate is believed to be between 15 and 25 per
1,000. Infant deaths, caused by malnutrition, en-
teric diseases, and, in some areas, malaria, vary
greatly in number throughout the country. In the
cities ‘and towns, where the level of education is
higher than in rural areas and where medical care
and pure water are more readily available, infant
mortality is estimated at about 100 per 1,000 live
births; in rural and desert regions, the rate is
thought to reach as high as 400 per 1,000.

PaGeE 41-6

N | _,011“466_._f

.

_ years 1955-57, as recorded in official reports.
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It is generally accepted that fertility in Iraq is
also high, the average crude birth rate probably
being between 40 and 50 per 1,000 persons. .To the
great majority, children are a source of prestige.
Only in the cities, among the educated middle class, .
is there found an environment conducive to family
limitation. .

With 1nadequate information pertaining to. ages )
at death, it is not possible to determine life ex-
pectancy in Iraq. It had previously been esti-
mated at 28 to 30 years because of the high death:
rate, but it has been increased to about 40 years
due to improving health facilities. This.is in con-
trast to about 70 years in the United States.

2. Immigration and emlgratmn

For earlier discussion on this subject, see Size
and Composition, above, for the immigration and
emigration of minority. groups, and Migratory
Movements, for the migration of tribes across Iraqi
frontiers. Ficure 41-7 lists the number of aliens

- who have moved in and out of Iraq during the

period between 1945 and- 1957, together with the
residue of foreigners who have been in the country
for a period of 3 months or more. FiGurr 41-2
shows the extent of the pilgrim travel for the
Rec-
ords, however, are probably not complete, for pil-
grims travel not only by direct but by devious
routes and by various means of conveyance, render-
ing it difficult to make an accurate count.

As shown in FIGURE 41-6, of 42,464 Iraqis abroad
in 1957, in resident or travel status, the majority
were in Kuwait. With the exception of about
40,000 Assyrians who entered Iraq from Turkey

Fieure 41-6. TRAQI CITIZENS ABROAD, ACCORDING
TO COUNTRY, 1957

COUNTRY MALES | FEMALES | TOTAL
Afghanistan. ................ 21 0 2
Belgium.............. FE 25 10 35

37 24 61
8 14
1, 338 1,203 2,541
72 63 135
Kuwait..................... 23,867 7,721 31,588
Lebanon.................... 706 425 1,131
Libya....................... 29 30 59
Moroceo. . ...l 7 8 15
Pakistan.................... 86 38 124
Saudi Arabia........... ... .. 23 25 48
Spain.......... ... ... 8 7 15
Sweden..................... 8 5 13
Tunisia. . ................... 7 5 12
Turkey..................... 545 133 678
United Arab Republic \
Egypt.................... 207 86 293
Syria. ....... ... . 408 210 618
United States................. 744 320 1,064
Other.................oo.... 2,625 1,393 4,018
Total................... 30,750 11,714 42,464
CONEINENTIAL




and Iran during World War I 'and about 12,000
Armenians who were refugees from Turkey at about
the same time, there has been no large-scale im-
migration into Iraq in recent years. About 10,000
of the. Assyrians settled in Iraq subsequently fled
to Syria following an armed conflict with Iraqi
authorities during the early 1930’s. The depar-
ture of about 120,000 Iraqi Jews to Israel in 1950-51
and the absorption of approximately 5,000 Arab
refugees from Paléstine following the Arab-Israeli
conflict of 1948-49 were the only other population

- dislocations affecting Iraq in recent years,

3. Trends and projections

It is difficult to gauge with any degree of ac-
curacy the extent of population growth that ‘has

taken place over the years, for it has been only

within recent decades that demographic informa-
tion has become available. 'No accurate population
data on the Tigris-Euphrates Valley existed in an-
tiquity or during the time of the Caliphate, but it is
believed that there were times when the popula-
‘tion was greater than at present. Iraq’s early his-
tory records participation in many regional wars
but the country has suffered no great losses
through war casualties during either the two World
Wars or the Palestine conflict.

The earliest population estimate for modern Iraq
was 2,850,000 in 1920. This estimate implies an
annual rate of growth of 2% between 1920 and
1947, a rate which was appreciably more than those
observed over comparable periods in Egypt (1.5%)

and Turkey (1.7%). Iraq’s censuses of 1947 and -

1957, "which showed the population numbering
4,816,000 and 6,538,000 respectively, and an annual
increase of 2.9% for that period, would indicate
that the estimate for the earlier period was a
reasonably accurate one. . i

PERCENTAGE

Poru- OF ANNUAL
LATION INCREASE
(thousands)
1947 ... 4,816
1957 ... 6,538 2.9
1967 (projection) RN 8,634 2.9

At the 2.9% rate of natural increase, Iragi’s popu-
lation would reach 8,634,000 by 1967. If on the
other hand, the 1947 census figures represent an
underenumeration, as has been suggested by those
who participated in the 1957 census, the 2.9% rate
of increase may be a little too high.. The high
and rising rate of increase is no doubt due to-the
gradually falling mortality rate, combined with a
steadily high fertility rate.

Iraq possesses ample arable land and water to
make it fertile. Neither has been fully or efficiently
used. With proper irrigation and drainage and im-
proved agricultural practices, the crop area can be

- 'DEA"’
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substantially expanded and higher yields per acre
can be obtained, thus enabling Iraq to support a
much larger population. The Development Board
of the government envisions a doubling of the area
under cultivation during the coming generation,
combined with more intensive use of presently
cropped land. -

No regional population shifts are expected to
take place, other than a possible accelerated move-
ment of rural elements to urban centers or indus-
trial regions. Kurdish elements in northeastern
Iraq have expressed hope for the establishment )
of an independent Kurdistan. However, such a
move is not anticipated, at least in the foreseeable
future, for it would involve the Kurdish regions of
Turkey and Iran as well.

E. Population problems and policies

It has been the prevailing belief of Iraqi Gov-
ernment demographers and those who observed the
enumeration process of 1957 that the findings of
this census are much more accurate than those of ,
the first census taken in 1947. UN experts assisted
Iraqgi demographers and census takers in the con-
ducting of a pilot census in one of the districts
of Diyala Province, and they facilitated the travel
of Iraqis to other countries to study census taking.

For the 1947 census the de facto system was used,
namely the enumeration of the entire country in
one day. The nomads were consciously omitted
from this count; they were later estimated to num-
ber 250,000 and were attributed arbitrarily to
various administrative units by the Ministry of In-
terior. This artificial distribution of the nomadic
population played a significant role in subsequent
parliamentary elections, since it enabled Sunni
politicians to shift the nomadic population on
paper from one administrative unit to another in
order to maintain a Sunni majority in the Chamber
of Deputies. The cleavage in Iraq between the
major Muslim sects, the Sunni and the Shiah, has
for years been a source of political, social, and re-
ligious friction. Theoretically, the Shiah should
be able to achieve a political dominance in accord
with their small numerical preponderance, but the
Sunnis, who predominate among the leading offi-
cials, the wealthy merchants, and the large land-
holders, continue to control the political and social
life of the country (see. CHAPTER V, SEcTiOoN 53, .
under Political Parties and Groupings).

The people regarded the census of 1947 with
grave suspicion, since population counts in the past
were associated either with taxation or conscrip-
tion. Ignorance, combined with social traditions
such as reluctance to allow the women of the family
to appear for enumeration, posed additional prob-
lems. For the 1957 census the Iraqi Government

Pace 41-7
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' '}apphed the de jure system that is, enumeratmg the
urbanspopulation inone day and the ‘rural popu-
-lation- durmg the followmg 45 .days. This process
(enabled the: government to make a more thorough
count of;rural and:tribal areas, and to use the same
numerators 1n4both urban and rural territories.

: _The 1957 census was conducted with a two-fold
- “purpose: first; ‘for the collection of the usual demo-
graphic¢ mformatlon and second, for the cornpila-

7 tion: of'data which would be useful to the govern-
" -ment-as: background information for the institu-

tion’of social and economic reforms. To supply

. information-on the latter category, questions were
: .,mcluded in the census pertaining to urban-rural
d1str1but10n -migration, marital status, -housing,

education and literacy, and labor.  The .Direc-
torate General of Census was confronted at the out-
set by the" need to select only such categories of
“statistics for inclusion .in the census schedule. as
would-not ruffle the sensitivities of the population.
Questions on race, religion, and social custom could
be broached only with great caution. It was de-
-c1ded for example to limit classification by religion
to the broadest categories—Muslims, Christians,
Jews, Yezidis, Sabians, and the like—without refer-
‘ence. to sectarian or denmnmat;onal divisions
_within faiths. - Thus no enumeration was 'at-
tempted among the Muslims.to reveal the true nu-
merical importance of the Sunni as compared with
the Shiah sectors of the Muslims community. . ‘
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- Political instability, such as experienced in the
present regime, stimulates the separatist ambitions
inherent in the Kurds of Iraq, threatening the loss
of a substantial proportion of the national Iragi
population, but lack of leadership and of cohesion.
among the Kurds thus far has forestalled any such
drastic -political or demographic upheaval. Other
Iraqi religious and ethnic minorities are relatively
insignificant numerically and. present no compa-
rable problem demographically or politically.

The government has thus far not felt the need
of adopting stringent measures with respect to
population control and distribution, chiefly because
Iraq has ample wealth in land and a sufficiency
in natural resources.” None of the above-men-
tioned problems, such as cross-border migrations
and strife among minority groups, has become
‘acute. Attempts are being made to settle the
Bedouin on land made -available to them by the
government; this and other efforts are also being
made to check the movement of unskilled laborers
to the cmes _As'far as is known, “the government
has taken no steps either to increase the number
of marriages and births or to encourage the practice
of family limitation.

F. Reference data

The tables mcluded in thls Subsection present
detailed statistical data in the general order of
reference in the text..

- FiGure 41-7. ALIENS ENTERING, LEAVING, AND RESIDING IN IRAQ, FOR SELECTED YEARS

RESIDING
ENTERING LEAVING (3 MONTHS
COUNTRY OF ORIGIN ) i AND MORE)
1945 1948 1951 1954 1957 1945 1948 1951 1954 1957 1957
“Afghanistan. ... ... o 98 1 153 645 769 | 1,374 152 847 810 | 1,080 | 9,092 398
Bahrein : g 164 2,428 2,085 1,905 404 514 1,268 1,866 2,595 112
France.:. 251 674 1,005 783 97 1,589 611 1,142 760 614
Germany*....... .. . 2 . 112 1,102 1,942 46 21 90 1,025 1,946 810
Greece......... . - 0 0 0 0 0 ] 0 0 0 395
Indin......coooouun.. g 4,118 292 100 | 4,245 | 3,775 | 6,032 260 77 | 3,061 1,070
Iran.................. 14,371 | 17,308 | 45,064 | 49,534 | 28,713 | 26,704 | 23,564 | 37,615 | 45,716 15,443
Ttaly........ e L. 59 (- 124 347 319 7 114 125 358 394 288
Jordan....... e 0 0 367 214 304 0 (¢ 387 406 131 2,685
Kuwait............ o 3,022 3,415 6,635 8,025 | 15,988 | - 3,364 1,921 5,888 9,032 | 14,270 133
Lebanon.............. ] 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1,453
Pakistan............ .. 0] 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 901
Palestine (former):..... 1,360 487 e S e 1,581 | 1,028 . e . 348
Saudi. Arabia.......... 1,890 1,609 6,117 2,296 | 13,717 2,196 1,484 5,662 8,656 8,785 173
ATurkey ............... : 191 - 292 984 705 697 222 382 1,095 [~ 549 496 573
United Arab chubhc B ’ :
Egypt............t. 312 - 457 367 726 473 363 426 387 893 399 208
Syria.... it 1,040 1,756 3,956 7,893 10,239 | 1,134 2,179 { 3,782 6,622 | 12,393 . 984
United Kingdom....... 3,146 |- 3,832 8,809 8,202 | 12,544 5,288 | 10,740 7,080 7,486 | 10,766 2,727
United States.......... 851 1,086 2,797 2,842 4,069 573 1,619 2,245 2,578 3,899 337
USS.R:...ooo i, 54 100 | 60 0 0 58 115 | 54 0 0 - 37
Other:.....0......... 2,534 6,011 | 20,568 | 38,319 | 48,292 | .2,076 | 10,083 | 19,047 | 28,416 | 35,126 827
Total............. 28,312 | 39,163 | 72,243 119,694 (166,425 | 50,049 | 65,798 | 72,355 1107,801 149,829 30,516

Sk Probably the Federal Republic of Germany.
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FXGURE 41-8. POPULATION OF THE PRINCIPAL CITIES
AND TOWNS OF IRAQ, 1957

SOCIOLOGICAL

Freure 41-9. SEX DISTRIBUTION AND RATIOS BY

AREA, TRAQ, 1957

. HOUSE‘ STATE.

NASA.- SENATE .
NAVY  TREAS .
NSC - “-USAF .-

usMC

. : ESTIMATED
PROVINCE " CITY OR TOWN POPULA~
4 TION
Al ‘Amarah....... ... -“All al GharbI ........... 35,982
[ Al ‘Amarah........... .. 192,985
. Qalat Salib............. 78,054
Baghdad..............| Baghdad.......... : 558,820
Al Kazimlyah ) 151,760
Al Mahmudiyah 53,683
‘Samarra’ 69,904
Tikelt. ..o, 24,038
Al Bagrah.......... ... Abtt al Khagtb....... ... 82,791
’ ’ Al Bagrah (Basra)....... 219,167
Al Qurnah:............ . 66,841
Ad Diwanlyah...... ... Afak.................. 45,747
Abu Sukhuyr ........... 77,070
Ad Diwaniyah..... .. . 61,883
As Samawah............ 83,459
Shamiyah.............. . 109,957
Diyalda............... Ba‘qubah............ ... 42,515
Al Khalig............... ' 69,211
Khanaqin.............. 56,799
Mandali............. ... 53,518
Al Migdadryah....... ... 50,370
Al Hillah.......... ... . Al Hashimiyah........ . 53,162
Al Hillah (Hilla)........ 51,314
Al Musayyib............ 45,566
Irbil........... ..., Irbil (Erbil)............ 69,280
Kuysanjaq......... S 30,202
. Makhmar. ............. 44,828
Raniyah............... 27,125
Rawandtz.............. '36,025
Karbald'.............. Karbala’ (Kerbela). . .. .. 71,163
' : An Najaf............... 78,101 .
Kirkok............... Chamchamal............ 29,811
Kifrl................... 49,359
Kirkok................. 147,806
Z 59,029
10,199
AlKat................. 81,388
As Suwayrah........... 58,834
Al Mawsil. . ....... ... Al ‘Amadiyah....... ..., 43,318
‘Agrah......... S 32,095
Al Mawsil (Mosul). . . ... 273,389
Shaykhan.............. 25,027
Sinjar.................. 31,709
Tal] ‘Afar.............. 44,200
An Nasirlyah........ .. An Nagirlyah e 39,092
Ar Rifa'r............... 81,828
Ash Shatrah............ 68,085
Suq ash Shuyukh........ 108,950
Ar Ramadr...,........ ‘Anah.................. 33,314
: Ar Ramadr............. 85,873
Al Fallgjah............ | 7 48,796
As Sulayminlyah ...... Halabjah........... . 71,439
, | As Sulaymanlyah. ... 48,450
Total...............|. e 4,163,311
CONTIDENTIAL

MALES
PER
LIWA' AND BADIYAH MALES FEMALES TOTAL 100
’ FE-
MALES
Al ‘Amarah. .. ... .. 162,188 | 167,459 | 329,647 96
Baghdad........... 670,161 636,443 [1,306,604 105
Al Bagrah.......... 252,382 | 250,502 | 502,884 100
Ad Diwanlyah...... 246,467 | 261,081 | 507,548 94
Divald............. 166,506 163,307 | 329,813 101"
Al Hillah..... ... .. 177,543 176,071 353,614 100
Icbr............... 137,602 134,924 | 272,526 101
> Karabala’.......... 105,347 111,668 | 217,015 94
Kirkak............ 196,548 | 192,364 | 388,912 102
AlKat............ 137,432 152,638. 290,070 90
Al Mawsil.......... 363,331 354,169 717,500 102
An Nasirlyah..... .. 210,654 | 244,990 | 455,644 85
Ar Ramadr......... 119,306 | 114,956 | 234,262 103
As Sulaymantyah. .. 156,165 143,813 299,978 108
Al Badiyah al Ja-
nblyah™ ........ 5,079 4,520 9,599 112
Badiyat al Jaztrah. . 19,791 19,334 39,125 102
Al Badiyah ash Sha-
mallyah. ........ 12,189 7,649 19,838 159
Iraqis with incom-
plete registration..| 124,632 96,434 221,066 129
Iragis abroad.... ... 30,750 11,714 42,464 262
Total or aver-
age.......... 3,294,073 (3,244,036 6,538,109 101
Page 41-9
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