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SUBJECT: HEREWITH SUPPORT CABLE FOR MIDDLE EAST BRHEF OCPAS MEA 90-

276 FOR WEDNESDAY, 28 NOVEMBER 1990. C
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6. RWANDA: REGIME CAUGHT BETWEEN MILITARY, REBELS

MILITARY DISSATISFACTION WITH POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC REFORMS,
AS WELL AS FRUSTRATION OVER CONTINUING ATTACKS BY ETHNIC TUTSI
REBELS. |S FUELING COUP RUMORS. |
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| A" REGTONAL SUMMTT LAST WEEK ATTENDED BY

ZAIRE, RWANDA, UGANDA, AND BURUNDI FAILED TO PRODUCE THE CEASE-FIRE
AGREEMENT NEEDED FOR A REGIONAL MONITORING FORCE TO BE DEPLOYED IN

RWANDA. /

COMMENT: HABYARIMANA 1S FACING THE COMPETING DEMANDS OF )
MILITARY HARDLINERS AND THE REBELS WHILE TRYING NOT TO HAMPER ANY .
REGIONAL SOLUTION TO THE TUTSI. REFUGEE PROBLEM. HE PROBABLY HAD
HOPED HIS REFORMS WOULD PREEMPT REBEL DEMANDS AND SATISFY WESTERN
PATRONS SUCH AS FRANCE AND BELGIUM; INSTEAD THEY ARE ERODING HIS
DOMESTIC SUPPORT, ESPECIALLY IN THE MILITARY, AND THE REBELS ARE
CONTINUING THEIR GUERRILLA ATTACKS. ANY HARDLINE SUCCESSOR TO
HABYARJMANA PROBABLY WOULD TAKE A TOUGH STANCE ON REFUGEE AND TRIBAL
ISSUES, WHICH WOULD INFLAME ETHNIC AND REG!ONAL TENSION.
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