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March 10, 2006

Central Intelligence Agency

Scott A. Koch

Information and Privacy Coordinator
Washington, D.C. 20505
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Pursuant to the provisions of the Freedom of Information act, I respectfully
request a copy of the intelligence assessment written by Paul Pillar two

months before the U.S. invaded Iraq (see enclosed description). This =
assessment was previously requested by Mr. David Martin of CBS News. =
oo
=
I agree to pay up to $25 for costs associated with this noncommercial N
request. 2
Sincerelv. - =%
W/

APPROVED FOR RELEASE[ DATE:
08-26-2010
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Two-Step
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entagon correspondent David Martin shares
e nf tae hettar bilss of 5 kuseauoratio ns,
around you might ever hear from a network
correspondent.

or the past several months, I've been trying to
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hssessment written two months before the U.S.
(CBS), etend trinsy whick wismar that unlase Amerinan
troops moved quickly to restore essential services and provide security they
would be viewed as occupiers, not liberators. in other wards, it predicted exactly
what happened, but it was ignored by senior officials in the Bush administration
who insisted right up to the day of the invasion that American troops would be
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in this case | had been told that an unictassified version had been prepared by the
CIA in the summer of 2003 in anticipation of releasing it publicly. So | called the
CIA public affairs office and asked for a copy. The answer was that the
assessment had been prepared by an orgamzauon called the National intelligence
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called, no longer came under the CIA. it now reports to the newly-created Director
A M FARST IABITHERSS S §aattad M FdIE R TR TR Tt Hiavs
1o file a Freedom of Information Act request. | filed an FOIA. Last month, | '
03 whsn the National Intelligehce Countll was sl under the CIA, my request
was being forwarded to the CIA. I was back where | started from This week |
MRAAVDIE A AT FREE S TR, IR ARSI L i o
requests, thera’s no telling when they'll getto mine. I'd call that a bureaucrauc run
arnend

At exactly the sama tima.1 was playing. hide-the-memo with the Diractar of
National intefigence, the autfior of e assessment, a now Tetired CiR officer
named Paul Plllar. was wntmg an amc!e for Fore:gn Affairs magazme in whnch he
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how the Bush administration had snmply dusregarded any pre-war intelligence
ihirth Al & i cmene ainn Rfere thint melieds mioniid Be oaiklisfied #hart tn b
reviewed by the CIA to make sure it didn't contain any classified information. Why
did | gat.the un amund.whils. Pillar was givan permission. o publish? Qnly the.
bureaucracy knows. Someday Tl get a Tespunse {o my FOIK request. The
document will no longer be newsworthy by then, but that's O.K. When Pillar's
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