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South Vietnam C IAL

1966 - Late 1969 *
American Prisoner Vho Cocoperated

With the VC in VC Quang Da Special

Zone and Conditions in the VC —

Military Region 5 Prison Camp -
-Vietnam, Saigon (12 July 1971) FELD NO.

< Summary. In about June 1968 learned
from a proscelyting cadre about an leeessow pre=oomer haned
Bobby who had been persuaded to cooperate with the Viet Cong
(VC) in *the VC wu“nv Da Special Zone (QDSZ) prison cazmp at
Loc.Son Mountain, VC Loc Son Village, VC Dai Loc Districrx,

VC Quang Da onv;nce. Bobby helped VC propaganda cadres

with their English, wrote propaganda pamphlets and conducied

preliminary 1u~gvrogations of newly-arrived American
prisoners to try to convince them to support the VC «2aus

I t th 2,
Bobby was trusted by the VC and allowed *o rove ireely in
the nearby lontagnard villarges. In late 1888, due to Allied
military operations in the area, tne Loc Son prison camp

. Wwas disbanded and Bobby and several other American prisoners
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were moved to the VC Military Region (3R)-5 piison camp, In
Septenber lQ"QE:::;;]was teld |
That had rre "_ latec—Tooo—ar TtoToVvo =0 Prison
C TG became i ! h bim, DBobby was about 24 years old,
arents were i { . d he had tw
°S 1Ld one Liked by the local
°n ; cecdeived word that
‘zvolutionary Youth
o Vieindam (NVN) because
fdl:::::gthat three
T TooZ between 1966
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1. During a ceti*‘ur in about June 1838 of the Propaganda
SU“Seuthh at the o’flc of the VC QDSZ Military Proselyting
Section at Loc Son Mount in, VC Loc Son Village, VC Dai Loe

istrict, VC Quang Da Pr rovince, [~
‘rOSEl}tln” cadre, -
American prisoner he oo meT IX Ivo7, Xpliained that .

he had attended an English course conducTe oy the VC iR-5 .
Training Section in early 16867 anc; when the course was
conpleted,he had returned to the Preselyting Section where

he met with an American prisoner called "Eobby"

LTI COTIneIIe . TS prisonaer nay JETIUTITICa L to ™,
“1C prisoner mentioned in paragraph 1 of | . \
GL 20 April 1970 and in br——aror Ty A
Axe VC UDSZ includes. Danafng GITY and‘Governnent of Vietnam /\“‘

¥(GVN) Quang Nam Province less Que Son District and the southern
portion of Duc Duc District. VC Quang Da Pr ovince has same .
“oundnrles as the QDSZ less Danang City. VC MRE-5 includes T
GVN Quang \““, Quang Tin, Quang Ngai, Binh Dluh, Pnu Yen, .
Xhanh Hoa, Rontum, Pleiku, Phu Bon and most of Darlac Province.

VC Dai Loc District includes the northern third of GVN Duc :
Duc District.) ' -

2, Bobby told [::;]ttat in about 1966 he had been driving '
a jeep from Con Khe pos Dien Binh (GVN Thanh Thuy) Village,
Dien Ban District, Quang Nan Preovince, south near the coast
and had lost his way. He went into VC Dien Binh Village to
ask directions back to Con Khe and was captured by VC guerrillas,
He was later taken to the QDSZ Proselyting Section where he . :
was imprisoned at the Loc Son Mountain prison camp. The i
American said he was interrogated by Ho A n and (fnu) C n i n,
both forner English professors in Danang, who succecded in
convincing him to cooperate with the VC,

”“W”wm’3["86bby‘éﬁid he helped VC propaganda cadres imprave
their English, wrote English language vropaganda leaflets

ag
designed to 1t+r"ct the attention of -faerican—s THiers;—and

“conducted preliminary interrorations of wly-arrived Ameriscan

Erisonevs 3n an 1[TbMuL to convince them to support the VC
cause. | also watched t! CX The now prisonurs and
e ROPOETEd nis thoughts aboutr them to’ the VO cadres in harge
of the prison camp. “Bobby was completely tirusted by the VC and
was allowoed to use an AK-47 rifle for aunting and to move
recly in the nearby Montagnard villag ¢§, *
]
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4. Bobly remained at the Loc Son prison camp until

late 1968, when the camp was disbanded, and wag moved to the VI Mi.;
prison camp with Ho An and several othexr American prisoners
(Field Comment: did not know the location of this prisen
camp.) The move was made Yecause the area was insecure due
"7y to Allicd and GVN wmilitary operations., At the time of the
T move the VC released 23 GVN prisoners and one Republic of
Korea Armed Forces corporal named Nam Xang U t, who had been
captured bty the VC during the Tet 1968 attack on Hoi An town.,
After Bobby was moved to the VC MR-5 prison camp he shared
quarters with Ho An instead of living with the other Americans,
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Current Aifalirs committee o the QUSZ Farty committec and
concurrently chief of the Military Proselyting Section. The
course, which was sponsored by VC MR-5, was conducted by

at

in the Proselyting Section,
told 3 e met Bobby at about the end of
lIEEB‘WHEﬁJthe VC moved the American prisoners to the VC MR-3
prison camp. | 4]

/ [ According To
descriptlon, BOboy was apout 24 years old, nts were

still living in the U.S, 4and he had an older brother and
sister and a younger sister.

6. said that Bobby was free to go anywhere he
liked in ¢ area and he visited the Montagnard villages,
always returning with food giveén him by the Montagnards.
Whenever the Montagnards gave him a great deal of food, he
- . shared it with the American prisoners. said Bobby was '
highly regarded by the Montagnards and vy preferred dealing
with him rather than the high-level VC cadres in the area.

7. DNear the end of 1969, whi]e[::::]was conducting the

] | course in a secluded area, he received a

' Iotter zrom tne VC MR-3 Proselyting Section which said that
; Bobby had been admitted as a member of the People's
| Revolutionary Youth Group and was about to be transferred to
H KV¥N because he had a chronic_abdominal problem that needed
% o treatment, (Field Comment:
i
i
1

L told[;;;:;lthat a prisoner
. : like Bobby, once he had recoversx fronm ilment, would not
. be allowved to return to SVN. He said Hanoi would provably
send him through a political indoctrination course and, if
Bobby insisted, he would be admitted as a member of the
Lao Dong Party.)

! 8. also told that three other American
prisoners had been capturew=zn the GDSZ bLetween 1956 and 1983,
He also szid another prisonexr roecat-Iron a forest
contrcl post in Xuven o Vil Dis<rict, had
been captured in late & did not
give the names of any BolTy 7

e e G While speaking at the 12-3
prison ca:p.[::::]also d cout the living
conditions or Troe amerie ciention camn.

Said thnt uniiT ea: american
TEESONeTE e WOROW man

Coor whera

..0T an imerican :
VC cadre, 0 grams of
rice per dg ish and meat
whiich had : e T lanoi nirh~level prosclyting
cadre such with yam or
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manioc added, plus VNS14 (USS$0.03 at the rate of exchange o
VNS275 to USS1) for food and VN$2 (about UsS$0,01) fov )
miscellaneous .xpenses, per day. The prisoners were
occasionally given fresh meati obtained during hunting
expeditions. The VC encouraged' the American prisoners to
grow vegetables .and raisc chickens and pigs to increase their
food rations. ©Each prisoner was allowed to have five "Ruby"
cigarettes per day, out the ration was occasionally increased
(Field Comment: Ruby cigarettes are considered the best gualit
Vietnamese cigarettes.) A VC doctor told that most
American prisoners suffered zbdominal trou ecause they
were used to cating meat but were now eating rige, to which
they were unaccustomed. “Yam, corn and manioc were not added
to the rice given the Americans.
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10. Important VC holidays, such as National Day on
2 September, Commemoration Day (of the creation of the National
Front for the Liberation of South Vietnam)on 20 December,
Labor Day on 1 May and the Vietnamese new year were always
celebrated by giving the prisoners additional food. The VC
intended- to make the Americans remember these days for
propaganda purposes if they ever returned home. Important
American holidays such as Christmas and the 4th of July were
also celebrated by the VC in the American prison camp. On
the 4th of July Proi-ssor An gave a long speech stressing
the American struggle against the British colonialists,
particularly emphasizing the Bill of Rights, a document that
VC propagandists believed to be the earliest progressive
declaration in the world. The speech also attacked American’
Government policy in Vietnam as being against the will of the

" American people and contrary to the Bill of Rights. i:;:]

also said that; according to a VC study, most middle-
lower-class American prisoners did not understand the war and
were thus easily propagandized.

11. TField Dissem: State USMACV USAID CORDS Dir/JUSPAO
(Mr. Nickel only) 7th Air Force USARV NAVFORV 525th MI Gp
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