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The late President Remdn's widow, Cecilia Remdti, is believed by many Y

-Panamanians to be a Communiet. Since the President!s death she has deen
very busy in many activities. She is said to be planning a future for .
herself in Panama along the same lines of labor, social, and charitable -

work that were so successful in Argentina for Evita Perdn.

Her secretary Ida Gelabert is sald also to be a Commmist. She appears .
to do no work at all for Mrs Rendn glthgu&h she 38 supposed to be a

secretary.

Rendn vas rmumored to be resdy to divoree his wife prior to his assassina-
tion. He was supposed to have been having an affair with another womsn,

wvho bore him a son., Mrs Remdn was also having sn affair with another .
Renén wanted the divorce in order to marry the other woman, but Mrs R&:

was fighting his plan.

When Mrs Remdn returned to the capital after the.death of her husband, she

went first to her home then alwost immediately to the President's office

at the capitol., That seemed straunge vehavior for a grieving widow, dut

she 18 said to have been determined to obtain Remdn's will and destroy it

because Remdn was believed to have rewritten it in favor of the other

woman. There is much suspicion that the Comwunists, including Mrs Rm&n,
_ vere 1inked in the assassination with others vho wanted Remén removed.

There are also strange eircumstances é}xrroundix;g the lubﬁe(mnt ‘bebavior
of the confessed sssassin, Rubén Mird, who languishes in jail without a
others that he kpows he is marked

trial. He has told many visitors and
for death in order to silence him. He claims his cell door 1s often

unlocked. If he were foolish enough to step out, he feels he would dbe -shot
in the helief that he was breaking jail. He also tells everyones he can )
that he will not touch the prison food because of the danger that it way be .} -
poisoned. Appsrently his intention is to make it pudlic that he iz In : :
danger. Therefore if he dies suldenly, the prison authorities will be
suapected of precipitating his death. T ’ o ;
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. There ia considerable argument about, Mird's truthfulncss in his confussion.

There is evidence to indicate that Mird obtained ithe assassination gun in.
Guatemala and smuggled it into Panama. Miré then found himself in need.

" of money, therefore he sold the gun to another youth. -To reguin use of
the weapon for the assassination, Mird revealed the plot to the new owvner

of the gun and threatened to involve him in the conspiracy unless he lent
Mird the weapon. The youth was intimidated and complied. After the
assassination the youth's girl friend, in vhom he had confided, went to
the police and told the story in order to collect the reward.

‘There are still nmysterious circumstances about the event. According to

_runors I heard there were thres assassination
attempts.: One Ln—m—u—wrsu—mmrl, later, and the successful one in

January. Mird confessed the successful attempt but &1d not mention the
previous two efforts. Mird admitted his guilt as the murderer, but his
description does not £it the description of the assassin that was given by
witnesses. For instance, the assassin vas said to be tall and left-handed.

Nixd is neitter. :

The long delay in Mixd's trial, the conduct of Mrs Ren&n and her Communist
sffiliations, and the evident reluctance of the authorities to question
sny important people about the ussassination seem very stranga. As a
result many Panamanians have become convinced that Remén was the vic'im of
an extensive plot that involved many more people than simply Mird and José
Raztdn Quizado, the Vice President who was tried and convicted.of having
planned the assassination. o )
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