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3. RWANDA: CRISIS SPURS REFORMS

PRESIDENT HABYARIMANA LAST WEEK INTRODUCED AN ECONOMIC REFORM
FACKAGE, ANNOUNCED THAT NEW NATIONAL IDENTITY CARDS WiLL EXCLUDE
TRIBAL AFFILIATION, AND LAURCHED A TRANSITION TO MULTIPARTY
DEROCRACY TO SHORZ UP H,S BELEAGUERED REGIMZ. ETHKIC TUTSI REBELS
hAVE REJECTED hIS MOVES AND IRSIST THAT HE ARD HIS HUTU-DOMINATED
REGIME BE REMOVED. SKIRMISHES CONTINUE BETWEEN THE ARMY=~STiLL
SUPPORTED BY FRANCE AND BELGIUM-~AND SMALL REBEL GROUPS ALONG THE

TANZANTAN AND UGANDAN BORDERS. | 7/

FRANCE BACKS A REGIONAL SETTLEMENT ON REFUGEES AN HAS OFFERED TC
FINANCE & REGIONAL SUMMIT, & PEACEKEEPING FORCE, ANC THE
RESETTLEMENT OF ALL RWANDAN REFUGEES. MILITARY DELEGATIONS FROM
ZAIRE, RWANDA, BURUND!, UGANDZ, AND THE REBELS ARE MEETING 'K ZATRE
TC CREATE & JOINT FQRIE TO PATROL THE RWANDAN-UGANDAN BORDEK. THE Uk
hiGH COMMISSION FOR REFUGEES 1S ORGANIZING A REGIONAL SUMMIT ON THE
REFUGEE PROBLEM THAT MAY CONVENE LATE THIS MONTH IN TANZANIA,

COMMERT: HABYARIMANA PROBAB.LY MADE KIS ANNOUNCEMENT It THE WQPZ
OF MAINTAINING FOREIQN, ESPECIALLY FRENCh., SCONOMIC AND POLITICAL
SUPPORT. HE "ALSC PROBAALY BELIEVES HIS REFORM INITIATIVES WILL
FREEMPT REBEL DEMANDS. THE FROSPECTS QF CONZZSSIONS TO TUTS
'RTERZSTS AND OF ECONIMIC AUSTERITY, HOWEIVER, R!Sh JEOPARDIZING KIS
POSITION AT HOME. FARTICULARLY WITH HUTU HARDLINIRS fh THE Mil[TARY
ANC MAY LIMIT RIS MANZUVER!NG ROOM IN REGIONAL TALKS.

RWAKD A
FRESIDENT HABYAR IMANA

# CONSENSUS SEERER, HABYARIMANA, 53, MAINTAENS & DELICATE
BALANCE BETWEEN CONTENDING RECIONLL LEADERS AS WELL 4% BETWIEN
MODERATES AND EXTREMISTS IN THE GOVERNMENT. HE HAS INCHED TOWARC
POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC REFORM IN RECENT YEARS BY CAREFULLY BUILDING
SUPPORT AND MARGINALIZING HIS OPPONENTS. HOWEVER, AFTER SETTING
BROAD POLICY GODALS. HE RELIES ON OTHERS TC IMPLEMENT THEM, AND

SUBORDINATES WHC GISAGRIE WITH HIM SOMETIMES OBSTRUCT HiS PLANS. [:::]

HABYARIMANA STAGED 4 BLOODLESS COUP 1N 1973 IN RESPONSE TO
WIOESPREAD GOVERNMENT CORRUPTION AND RISING ETHNIC TENSIONS. HIS
REGIME HAS BEEN MARKED BY RACIAL TOLERANCE &ND, UNTIL RECENTLY,
FISCAL RESPONSIBILITY. THE PRESIDENT'S LONGSTAND ING POPULARITY AMONG
T RAL MAJORITY HAS DECLINED AS THE ECONOMY HAS DETERIORATED
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