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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

10 Decembar 1948

AZMCRANDUM POR THE PRESIDENT

The followins report from a usually reliable source, a
rroainent dealer in ores on g worldwids basis, is evaluated
ag rrobably true.

Up to a few days ago indications were that the Soviets
would czentinue to sxport to the United States manganese and
chrome "according to expected and agreed upon schedules.” From
conversations and communications both in the United States and
abroad with the Soviets, we now have the distinct impression
that exrorts of manganese and chrome will not be Taccording to
exrected and agreed upon scheduless in the year 1945.1

Just what tonnage the 3oviets will ship, we are unable to
dotermine as of today (10 Decembar 194%) as nagotiations are
continuing., e are unable to name any estimate of the tonnage
whatsoever but assume 1%t would be zome percentage (and again we
have no idea what rercentaze) of "exrected and agread uron
schedules.®

In our opinion, based on our talks with %he Soviets over
saveral months, we judgs this a2 sudden change in policy in
retaliation for the reluctance or refusal of the Lnited 3tates
Government to crant them export licensss to purchase in ths
United 3tatas the materials and equipment which they deem
essential for their eccnomy.

fto H. HILLENKOSTTAER
Fear Adairal, USN
Director of Centyal
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