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'® Hanoi apparently will permanently statron a MIG reglment at Bai Thuong |
‘rfield ;m the North Vietnamese. panhandle for the first txlme.: i N
t | | T " 4 L B | L
l i . lI \ i : . I “.ll f
‘ | I
. ® Both Communist and ARVN ammumtion cxpendrtr:nres surged durmg |
? Dece ber, but the Commumst& strll are conservmg their artrllery A
detmled report on the Commumst use of their heavy ﬂeld artrllery in
! South IVietnam dunng 1974 is) at'Annex B.| [ |1 ] . |
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,i" This report has heen prepared jointly, by the Central lntelhgcnce, Agcncy and
‘the DepartmEnt of[Defemze.| , i s : SRS i'ﬁ : gt 4
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" || 0. l| SURVEY|OF COMMUNIST i l ;
I MILITARY DEVEL PMENTS lN INDOC INA* L 7
(. | !' !(Tlus report covers . the penod | . P
i 3 December 19, 1974 - January s 1975) i ;
’ ! : | i ! ’w o .
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P X | 1 The Key Points Co ?
o 0o - o 1
.. : k
e Nme}'new regular Irnﬁltratlon groups with some 4000 troops were
detected entenng the pipeline dunng the past: three weeks. The rate is
slower| than prevrously prOJected in North Vretnamese plans. o
Coh ,, i 1’ " - '
R doil Ao |..g ;
] Headqu rterc Mlhtary Region 559 is movmg from North Vretnam to
Quanl ;Tn Provrnce, South Vretnam ?l e i t I
. | I l ‘ 1; ‘ : f Pyt i .
, | l H ‘ e 1 ' Pl |
. ® The COmmumsts have formed another mfantry drvrsron in éouthem South
Vietnam, the thlrd smce the fall of last year. b : B |
O T T TR | f'i"; ]
' ®

The North Vretnamese have authonzed surface-to—arr umts to launch
mrssrles ’at SR—7l reconnarssance arrcraft overflymg North Vietnam.’
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| I lnﬁltratron and Redeployment of North Vretnamese Personnel : . ‘ ; E
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; and Logrstrc Developments ; o " A
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l. INme new regular infiltration groups with, some 40001troops were l |
detected entermg the prpenne during the past three weeks. Of the nme. three arc. . :
en route to southern South Vietnam, two to the western hrghlands. one to northermn | |
South Vnetnam, and three to southem Laos. ‘One of the latter groups had a northcm i '
Laos desrgnator, but the ‘continued southward movement of such groups strongly | |
suggests that the entlre series has beerl rerouted this season to southem Laos (sce | |
the report ot; December 19 1974). As a result, two other groups detected in f |
mrd—November,| with some, l 000 troops, will now be' mcluded m the infiltration | |
total for southern Laos shown in the table below. l . i R P i |
NI B A B | R i
;The rate of mﬁlltratron to éouth Vietnam dunng the past l‘ ve wecks N
has been slower than expected and Hanorsmanpower commltment remams shghtly 1 1 -
below that of a year ago Eardlier f recast messages;[mdrcated that the North ! -
Vretnamese planned to step up the rate of inﬁltratxon m' December and January -
to .one ETOllP per day -f- Whlch mcluded’ tmplementmg a "crash"I program tlus | : '
P | !I R L !
; 3 b l ,iCo:mparative Starts of l‘ro psfrom Northrllhetnam '5}; : b [ i , l TN
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" month. The actual number of regular groups drspatched dunng December however, ! '
averaged only one every other day, and only two groups have been detected thus

far in, January This slower rate sul,gests that the sendmg of rcplacementtroops

.to the south currently} is not of fthe hrghest prronty ln this connectxon,

two infiltration groups were diverted to work’ i

" projects in MR 3 Rrght| Bank. This occurred after therr troops had completed
.trammg and therr departure reportedly was 1mmment The Idnversron is the ﬁrst L

known instance of regular groups recervmg such an assrgnment prior to 1nﬁltrat|on !

: ’

i i g;,i l , c X '[ SR ;:

Loglsric Developmems , ‘ ~ ' ; i 3 S ) :
:' l ' - ! ¥ ' P | [
3, The headquarters of Military Regxon (MR) 559 ls movmg into northemi c
South Vretnam for the first time. On December 18, a rear services unit located
near th Sanh in Quang Tn Province| queried if the buildings for the commander;
of MR 559" had been 'completed. | Moreover, on the foli iiowing day, MR §59 |
hcadquartcrs was located along the South Vietnam/Laos border within 15 mrles 1
of Route 1032 about 25 miles south of its normal area of operation in Quang ‘
Binh Provmce, North Vretnam (see thc transportatron map). The deployment of P
the headquarters will place it near its transportatron drrectorate, Group 471 |
«headquarters, and the hcadquarters of the NVA 377th Air Defense Division, all
of which movcd into an area along Route 9 between CamLo and th Sanh in'

Quang Tn Provmcc durmg the past several months. S A - B

4' ,v( : . EETTERE .::_ ' |
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4, The'se relocatnons have takcn'place at thé same trmc thc North Vretnamcse

have been reorgamzrng their senior logtstlc authorities along more funcnonal hnes
three of the five dwrsron-level groups
subordinate to MR 559 (Groups 470,,472 and 473) wrll now have only engmeenngl
functions, whrle tne other two groups (droups 471 and 571) w:ll be tasked with |
~ moving, supphes. Last year, these functrons were perl‘ormed by separate regv'nentsl
within each group, and, suppltes were transferrcd from oie group to another as
-they moved south 3 || 1‘ 0 b , l
i' o ll - bl l | , ‘
5. ! The new| orgamzatronal structu're and locat:on ol‘ MR 559 ‘wrlllprowde' 4
more efficlent command and control plus ‘a greater delgree of ﬂc\ublhty for moving s
: supphes to ﬁghtmg umts }lleadquarters MR 559 nowj will be able to oversee supply I.
shlpments as they | arnve}drrectly from North Vietnam. Supphcs can then be moved |
south through Laos or western South Vletnam wrthout admmrstratxve delays causcd | |
by entenng another group s -area of operatron In- addmon,! roadbuilding, | |

|
l

constructronl of storage facrlmes, and repair. pro_tects wrll be more caslly controlled 'I " |
[N , l .
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and coordmated under the new orgahlmtron | l} | | .
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|as movmg southward durmg D’cembcr.‘even though an: earlicr forecast .
i

: : . . . . | ' . N ‘- .
b : : ‘ : _
4 i . ( ﬁx@ N : . - .
B X i N . ; ) ' X . 1
t . . : A .
| : \ , i - | R . ' »
| | ! |

l

R

" 6. Dctected supply shrpments during the past few wceks have been rclatrvely |
light, possrbly in part the result of the recent rclocatnons and rcorgamzatron h

southern’ North Vxetnam, only about 1,500 tons of ordnance wcrc referenced

ndicate that | Ias much as 6. 000-§| 000 tonc of ordnancc would bc shlppcd durmg-
this pcrllod At the sar'nc time, detected supply slnpmcnts through southern Laos '.
and" northern South Vxetnam have bcen very hght A paucity of photographnc
covcragc however precludes confrrmatton that there has bcen a sustained, sharp.
"o t : .

drop in st]npply} slupmcnts SR i
T Nt

II. .,Con1bat Actl it in South Victnam
|

}

‘ i

!
{
|
!
i [ |
Ir .

There has bcen a sng,mf‘ ‘ant

I

l

|
S
T
t

| I
1

: increase in ﬁgl*trLg in MRs 3 and 4 since
mrd—Dccembcr, although the overal level of combat actmty in South Vietnam has .
decrc'ncd| | .f - _ ; P S 1 | ‘ _ , |
: g . E | { | ;- i f !
8 In MR 3, thc fall of Bo Dulc district town on Dcccmbcr 22, Tanh Linh ‘
and . Don f_uan dlstnct towns on Decembcr 25, and Song Be district town on
Dcccmbl.r 31 brmgs thc total number of district towns Io<t in the current campaign
to ﬁVL..In addltlon. on January 6, Phuoc Binh, the provmcml capital of Phuoc
Long Pro mcc succumbcd to coordinated attack by Communist - forc.esl
ehmmatmg South Victnamc% mll:tary presence m the province. This marks the
first provmcral capltal lost to the dommumstq since the 1973 cease-fire, Elchhcrcl
regronal fOII‘LCS atop Ba Den Mount.un northeastof Tay th Frty came undet

hcavy ground attack and were forccd to cvacuate thetr pocttlon hecause of ARVN

'|nabthty to rceupply The cvacuatlon of . this dominant tcrram feature grvu;

Commumst forccs excellent obscrvatton of Tay Ninh City ‘and the surrounding
terrain. On/ January 7, the outskirts of Saigon rc(:elvcd a rocket attack. the fi rqt
such attack since thc cease-fire. In Bmh Tuy Provmcc, the isolated district town
of Hoai Duc remains under heavy pressure. The garrison thcrc has been reinforced
by two. battalions of the ARVN tsut Division. | | . . |

Ly ,; ! ‘ g ! g o | ‘ : P
ln MR 4 clemcnta of thL ARVN 21st ahd ARVN 7th Dlvmons|
partncrpatmg in a rcgnon -wide operatron made contact thh Communist forces m

late Dcccmbcr.,Morc than 500 Commumets werc| rcportcd kllled while ARVN

suffcrcd modcntc casualtlcs. On January 2, e]cments of the ARVN 9th Dtvmon
opetatmg n Krcn Giang Province rcccivcd heavy caqualttcc mcludmg tirrce companv

commanderq klllcd ¥ 5' jl‘
%

bl

| t

i

| B ' | |
I

:!i o ;‘l'?
I
i :

!

|
f i ‘ I
' L '
| ! ' ' !

I
|
t

!
P
1
|
i

' )
Y
S | ‘w@ I
‘ ) ! | VL :

f
i
i
[

e e e e S e

, |
g !




'
h
ot

l .
I
|!1 S -
[ : : .
I

10. In MR 1, hght contacts were: reportcd in the vicinity of Mo Tau and
Bong Mountams i1 Thua Tlucn Province, but neither side. is attcmptmg—to expand
its holdings.; As the' result of an’ earlier. decision, the. wrthdrawal of ARVN Axrbornc

forces from the Hl" 1062 area southwest of Da Nang was- complctcd on January 6.

In southern' MR 1, two battalions of the ARVN 2d Dwnsnon were attrcked and
dispersed by Communist forces on January 1, resultmg in'158 AKVN reported
missing. In MR 2, clements of the ARVN 22d Division operatmg in the An Lao

Vallcy madc contact with Communist forces on January 2, uportcdly resulting ‘

in 98 Commumsts killed and the capture of various weapons, including onc 105-mm
howitzer. On | January 6, NVA forces suffercd 102 kilied in an attack on clements
of the divnsio|n in the same area. | : ;
! i | ‘ . B ‘:, . . :
4 ¥ |
Il. Other Developments Affecting Commumst Mnhtary ;
Capablhtles in Indochina o I \ -
SN o (.
Communisr Force Stmcture Com‘imles to Change [ :
} "I I ?‘ S I: ' B
11. The Communnts are contmumg to form new dmsxons in southern South
Vietnam ‘as part of a continuing cffort to improve their force structure for this
dry season's’ campangn. a new NVA' 3d Infantry

Division opcratmg in northern MR 3 which is compoch of  two formerly

mdcpcndcnt mfantry regiments — the 27let and 201st = and some ncwly identified

units. Thc diwsnon. along w:th elcmcn'ts of the NVA. 7th Infmtry vansnon, was

|
primarily - responsnblc for the recent Commumst successes in Phuoc Long Province.

Morcover, the rccclpt of additional 'dencc during:! 'the rcportmg veriod now

substantmtcsllt.hc cx:stence ]of the NV 303d Dmsnon in castcrn MR 3 and the
NVA 8th Division . m nhrthern MR 4 (scc the rcports of Novcmbcr 21 and .

i }5 ”! I! o .

December 5 "]974)‘ | a J

12. ‘lt .q unclcar howlever, whcthcr c
task forcc orgamzatnon for this campalgn season or a pcrm’mont change toward
dxvnsxonal structiires. Thc thrce new umls, with estimated stref gths of about 3,500

troops each !rahc to 6 thc| number , of infantry dwnsiom now! opcratmg in the
COSVN areai (%ce thc map)‘ The addition of the new divwnohq lhowcvcr, will not

apprccnably change thc cqtlmatcd qtmngth of Commuhmt combat forccs in that .

area bccauqe, thcy were Iargcly formed from exnting l'on,cs| !

V| ’ ,‘ : li , ‘x, ‘H , |

! L . . ! -
13. ‘Accordmg to caLturcd documents, the North Vncin:mcsc may bc formmg

another div:eion in thc arca 'of Phong th and Chuong Tlucn Provmcm of qouthcrn
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ch new dwrsnon rcprcscnte a tcmporary'
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Victnam,: lt these units can be cqulppcd and m'mrlcd qurckly and cfficiently, thcy

MR 4. The dnvmon rcportcdly consrsts of thc D-2 188, and 95A Indcpcndcnt

Infantry . Regiments- (the latter two were formerly part of the 'NVA 1st Division . = L
which way dcactrvated in- l973) Thcre is as yet howcver, msufﬁcrent cvrdencc o ‘

to confirm the drvrsrons exrstence . , _
b s t
! . ! ] ' '

14 By consohdatmg previously mdepcndent reglments into divisional

’ structurcs, the Communists not only arc creatmg new thrcat areas but also arc.

increasing ‘the combat effectivencss ot their rcgrmcnts through better command

and : control. The major improvcmen{ will be a lbcttcr capabrhty to coordinate
multr-regrmental attacks on selected tarqcts 7; - & !

i " o . 1
l

RVNAF to Reconstrtute a Jolnt}General Staff Rcserve : ‘: ' o '

! l

i [ : ' : I ‘
lS The South Victnamesc| have approved a plan to rceonstrtute a Jomt"

Geneml Staff (JGS) reserve force in the Saigon area by: cstablishing a ncw Marmc
brrgade, an Airborne ; brigade, and a Ranger group ~ cach consisting of three
battuhons l Two battahons of Marincs and Panrers are to be formcd 1mmcd|atcly
and; wrll bc opcr.rtronal by February 15, whlle the third Marmc and Rangc
battahons wrll be formcd by May |1. The formatlon of the reservc Airborne brigade

ongmally was scheduled for a later datc, but the mnhtary situation has promptcd ‘.
the JGS to begin immediately, and the brigade now is sl:hedulcd to be opcratronal

byApnlII B | f, l .

!
|

r E ‘ \ < 4 . |
16.° The Mannes and Rangcrs were sclcctcd to form new units because botl.

have sufficient; ofﬁeers, NCOs, and recruits on hand to meet the requirement. The

new Rangcr battalions will be formed at the Rangcr ’lmmmg Center in Khanh ‘

Hoa Provmcc, whcrc somc 3,000/ trainces arc pre*'cntly| on hand. The new Marine

battahons1will be formcd by tm(mg onc company from cach cxisting Marine
battalion. Manning spnccs to permrt thc formation of the ncw units will be created ,

|

by deacti\)atmg mrlrtary police ba falions and mrlroad guard units, whose pcrsonncl

wrll also Ihclp fill out the ncw units o L o ’
| oo b ¥ , R

17. The Alrborne Division, howevcr dcpleted by recent losscs will cxpcrrcnc(lz

: more drfﬁculty nwctlng its manpower rcquircmcnts for the new brigade. As a result, |
the JGS has given the Airborne unit top priority 16 rcmut in 1Il South Vuctnamcse :
,trammg centers and schools, '

' ’ . - N
A |

[ . i " Lo ‘| 'A',... A ., - i
18 ’l’hc laek of a stratcglc reserve. has been a major constraint for Soulh
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should help to limit Commumst gams durmg the dry season by giving thc JGS
more tactical| and ptanmng ﬂexlbnhty : :

i
|

. e . E ! R . : T P s e
" ARVN and NVA A_}nmuniﬁoﬁ Expenditires During December

[
|
I

19. - Both Communist and South Vietnamese ammuniticn expenditures surged

in Deccmber,ireﬂecting the outbreak ' of widespread fighting in the southern half
of South Vietnam. Communist expendit-res of heavy ‘weapons ammunition in MRs
3 and 4 averaged about 620 rounds daily during the month - by far the highest
expenditure rate in these regions this past year. Despite a sharp drop in firings
in MRs 1 and 2, Communist expenditures countrywndc incrcased to 820 rounds
“daily, - about. 37% above November's level and one of the higher rates reported
this year. ARVN expenditures of artillery ammunition incrcased even more sharply,
reaching 13,910 rounds a day countrywide during December. This figure is about
77% higher than November's expenditures and the second highest monthly average
(surpassc only by August) recorded by ARVN:in 1974

20, " Tﬁc hxgh rate of expendxturc of artillery ammumtlon by ARVN during

December represents a setback to South Vnetnamcse supply conservation cfforts. e

These efforts - initiated in response to mllltary fundmg cutbacks in late summer -

‘had begun to; show promising results in Octobcr and Novcmber. as 1llustratcd in

the table below f T o ' 1 i

Daily ARVN and Communist Ammunition Expenditures
in South Vietnam, i$74 )

5 | Rounds
I | - .
| | MR1 | MR2 ;IMRS . MR 4 Total
. S T L T ; o ‘
. ARVN artillery L R i o
- Jandun L 610 2,640 3,150 ' 3,520 9,920
I 1,850 ' 3,110 2,790 - 2,110 9,860
Avg | 4210 114,150 = 5780 | . 1,470 15,610
Sp L 4290 - 2,190 2,200 | 1,570 10,250
et f . 3370 . 970 990 | i 1,450 6,780
Nov | @ I' 3330 1420 1430 | | 1,680 - 7,860
Dec | o 3,700 11960 3880 . 4,370 13,910
Communist artlllery,mckctl. S | L ; :
recoilless rifle, and mortar) : e i SRR ‘;
Jandun' | 110 | 90 150 |0 420
[ N 540 | 230 160 | . 110 . 1,040
Avg | b 860 | 340 1200 | ;- 60 - 1,460 -
Sep |1 870 70 136, | 80 1,150 -
Oct .| | l 660 % .. 80 1T 70 900
Nov | i 433 60 . 40 | 70 600
;o Dee i 17 I8 3 480 © 140 820
' R ‘ . - |
] 1
i .
' |
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21.  Despite the mcrease in combat in December, the share of artrllery rounds ] vZ-;-.":_l;:%g?
 among - Communist heavy weapons ‘expenditures rémained low. Only about 25 i "ll,
© artillery rounds per day were fired during the month, equwalent “to about one | l?,.—‘:"

artillery shell for every 30 heavy weapons rounds expendcd Thls share has remained -'! o
fairly constant throughout 1974, contrastmg with a much hngher rate of artillery ;
expenditure dunng the 1972 ofr. *nsrve This conservative use] of artillery ammunition |-
by Commumst forces in Souii Vretnam is discussed at length in Annex B.
B | , .
SA4-2 Threari to SR-71 Overflights. |

i
|

" | \ : 'y
t .

! 22 Ina change of 'policy, North Vietnamese SA-2 units have been authorized
to launch m1551!es at SR-71 reconnarssance aircraft overflying North Vietnam until
further notice. Although shooting ddwn an SR-71 is highly uniikely, it is possitle. |
The control and accuracy of the SA-Z would be dcgraded by the speed, altitud:, '
and flight opcratlon of the SR-71. The 70,000 to 80 000 fcet at which the SR-7i | -
generally flles, however, is within the 90,000-fect maxrmum effective altitude that

the SA-2 cah reach - gnvmg the Commumsts a chance for a hit. | o

| o
! b : o
: l MIG Regimem Déploys to North Viemamese‘ Panhandle ' - |
: . | , _ P =

23 The North Vu:'tnamese Air Forre has begun shlftmg a MIG regiment - |
‘the 923d -ito Bar Thuong alrfreld in the northern panhandlc. Twenty-seven _
MIG-17s from the regiment, formerly based at Klen An air base ncar Haiphong, |
flew to Bar Thuong airfield betwc‘:en January | and 4. Additional MIGs are
scheduled to' amve at Bai Thuong bcfore January l7 Logistic, administrative, and
aircraft maintenance units are still in the procesq of shifting. to Bai Thuong,

quggcstmg that the regiment's move probably is permzmcnt

[
» l i

T 24, The North Vnetnamese have never belfore pcrmanently stationed
regxmental-srzcd zur force units south of the 20th parallcl Such a move will improve
North Vretnam s capablllty to conduct air operatrone throughout the southern part :
of the country Farther- south, the ‘North Vletnamcsc have also been improving
the runw'\ys - of the Vinh and I)ong Hoi airficlds, and suggests |
that Mle may also reoccupy thes‘e“alrf‘ elds” l“‘thc near Tuture, -
AR I ,
Ocmber' HES Results o i RN
! L : ,: : | SRR

25, Halmlet Fvaluatlon System (HES) reportmg ehowcd httlc overall change

in the populanon control sltuatlon ln South Vletnnm durmg October, despite
mcrcaqmg eccunty problcrm in the' Delta Thxs contrastq with earlier rcports ol‘

39
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a more markéd decline in security m the region duﬁ:ﬁg the month. As of the end

®of - October, about . 79% of the country s population was living in '
government—controllcd areas - vxrtually the same proportlon as a month carlicr. -

MRs 2 and 3 regxstered very. shght mcreases in govemment “control durmg the
period, MR 4 declined only marginally, and MR 1 'remained the same.

| . h
i ! l

26.  There were no dramatic shifts i in the control sxtuatxon at the provincial

level during October. The greatest govemment gains ~ o7 - inade in Quang Ngai, .
Phu Yen, and Tay Ninh Provinces, but the largest of thcse was less than seven -

percentégc points. On the negative side, the greatest decrease occurred in sparsely

‘populated Quang Tin, where an upsi,_lrge- in military, activity occurred.

i ‘ E’ . :!

i ; ‘ . ! i ’ . :
Po.s"sible Deacn’vation of the NVA 29h Regime‘nt in;-Laos ,
v ‘ ‘ : | ; [ : '

027, Ev1dence suggests that the NVA 29th lndcpendent Inr'mtry Regimcnt:
in southern Laos may have been or is in the procch of being dcactivated. The .
-29th has been rcsponsxble for secunty along Route 9 and in the Muong Phalane :

area. Of the four battahons ongmally subordinate to' the rcglment onc deployed
into South: Vnetnam last April, and now a second battalion appears ‘to have been
resubordmatcd to thc 39th Regiment: of the NVA 968th Infantry Dmsmn in the

panhandle.‘ Thxs is surmised and from -

mformatlon provxded by two recent ralliers from the 29th If . true, this would
leave the reglment with only two battahons. Neither .of these units, however, has
been ldentlfled in about a year. They may have been dlsbandcd and their personncl

mtegrated into other umts m the area, or they may have retumed to North Vxetnam. .
P ‘ o
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| ANNEX B
commums'r cousenvnlon 0|= ARTILLERV AMMUNITION
: l 1 e I ' : ’ : ; .
One noteworthy aspect of Communist ammumtlon expenditures in 1974 has
been a reluctance on the part of the Communists to use their artillery. Even during
the periodic hlghpoints and extended periods of heavy fighting in region-wide areas,

firings of artillery ammunition have remained relatively low. This pattern of artillery

fire has distinct implications for Communist milntary capabilities and tactical plans

in South Vietnam i | P e -
"'l""’l ll L
‘1 «.‘l‘ 3 !: . ©, v

A comparison of Communist expendltures of heavy Weapons ammunition in

Communists have been conserving thelr artillery far more: than their other heavy
. weapons.* ln 1974, Communist forces in South Vietnam reportedly expended an
_average of 685 rounds ot‘ mortar, rocket. and recoilless rifle ammunition per day -

’l974 with those during the 1972 bi‘t‘ensive demonstrates dramatically that the .

only slightly. fewer than the 730 rounds daily reportedly fired during the first -

six months (Aprll through September) of the 1972 offensive. In sharp contrast.
the Communists ﬁred only about 25 artillery rounds a day in 1974, while during
‘the initial six months ot‘ the 1972 ofl‘enslve they reportedly expended an average
of 385 artillery rounds daily.. The Communists therefore ﬁred only about one

artillery round in every 30 heavy weapons rounds in 1974, wlule in 1972 about !

i

one in' every three rounds was artillery. L “ ‘
y -;.» ; o !

The decline in the relative share ot‘ artillery1 ammunitlon in the mix of |

{

Communist heavy weapons expenditures is directly reflected in the estimated

tonnages of all types of ground ammunition fired by Communist forces. Becauss '

artillery ammunitlon is' the heaviest in the Communists inventory, the difference

|
|
|
i

in the tonnages fired in 1974 and’ 1972 is much' greater than the difference in |

total rounds During l974 the Communists fired an estimated average of 10 tons

a day. while in the perlod April through September 1972 an estimated 60 tons
of all ground ammunitlon were expended ‘The table below. illustrates the

' comparatlvec rates ot“ Communlst expenditurés in 1974 and during the 1972 .
offensive 4l ;" : ,

ST l ||

f'v:"'v i lll ‘l
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. Communist expenditures in 1974 are obtalned from daily DAO OPRBP-4 reports; | e

“in 1972, from MACV|s Weekly Enemy Munitlons Bxpendltures. In addition to
artillery. Corlnmunlst heavy weapons inelude morts rockets and recoillcss rifles.
l,‘l_! oo ]‘j‘ “;:”{|‘ . :‘ 1‘ .
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" Daily Comr,nunlst Ammunition Expenditures in §outh Vietnam

i

'Morter. Roeltet. R o Totel Heavy . ST Total

l ‘ : Recoilless Rifle Artlllery :gr Weapons e ~ Attillery’ - Ammunition -
. ' (Rounds) _ (Rounds) "~ (Rounds) - (Percent) (Tons) :
o : c Y

Apr-Sep 1972 ]‘! 730 . ', 385 i LIS . KL 60

 JanDec1974 ;| 685 . 25 710 4 10

.@f;'_ , SR 5.?
'l'he relatlvely low pcrcentnge ot‘ nrtlllcry expendlturee In 1974 did not L‘h.uu,u
durlng either the J uly-Septcmbcr or the December surge in combat activity. During
the three months of July, August. and ‘September, Communist forces reportedly

expended artillery ammunltlon at an nverage rate of 40 rounds a day. while firing
mortars, rockets. and recoilless rifles at the rate of 1,170 rounds a day - still

equlvaleut to -about one artitlery round in every 30 ‘rounds of heavy weapons
ammunition expendcd This pattern agalh hcld truc in DL‘(.L‘mbL‘l‘. when Communist
forces fired an average of . 25 artlllcry and 795 mortar. rocket. and. recoilless rifle

‘rounds a ‘day. In contrast, during the pcrlod July through September 1972 - in

which the peak three-month e:tpendrtures level was‘rcportcd that ycar - the
Communists fired an average of 540 artlllery and 910 mortar rocket, and rccoilless

rifle rounds a day - a little more than one artillery in every three heavy weapons

rounds The | followlng table summarizes these expendrturcs. : |
| ’ Delly Communlut AmmunltloL Expendltum in South Vietnam .
i i L, s [T ,
i : s Pl (T ; SR i L t '
! A IR AR A

l
| x,f’?;"?.v‘ : TR D ' :

L ! R Mortarl'.Rocket;', ; 9 Lo },;Totalllca'vy‘, SRR
{3 £ '/, " " Recollless Rlﬂe .| Artillery | Weapons - Atillery
I1:5 b “;‘l,_;il 4 ’l (Roundl) . (Rloundl) ' I f -(Rounds}) 3 . (Percent)

| 3 RRE .} S ",n'l.‘_”i‘ o
JulSepl972' | et | sa0 i agse; 37
JulSepl974 L 1170 ‘ 40 o u.lOl 3
Dec 1974, ;, S Tes o 2 ] R

|

1 ! -'zi"li~ | s |:
The Communlsts declslon to keep their artillery guns undcr wmps appurcntly

__'ts based on ‘a combinatlon of, conslderatlons. ‘The ovcrndmg factor probably is
" that the Communists' llmlted mllltury obJecttves in l974 rcqmrcd greater use of

lighter and shorter range weapons. In addltlon, the conservatlon of artillery probably

.

s linked to the Communlsts tlmetable for completion of training in the use of | 1

" artillery and. comblned arms now belng conducted in North Vlctnam and in some

‘ )
areas of South Vletnam.' o § ol S I
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More important is the obvnous impiieation - considering the C'ommumste

massive ammunition stockpiles and’ their low rate of eonsumption of artillery
ammunition - .that the’ North Vietnamese in 1974 were: eonscrvmg. their artilleny
for usc at a Iater date. If the artillery is finally unleashed on o “countrywide b.ms.

'the intensity of Communist shellings would be far greater than that obscrved in

l974 and probabiy at least as intense as the heavy barrages received in 1972,

This intensive use of firepower could be critical, particularly considering the:

Communists ability to exert heavy pressure on ARVN forces this past ycar without
o - I |

There are some recent indicetions that the Communists may now be departing

somewhat from their pattern of conservative use of artilley. ARVN defenders at

Phuoc Binh in MR 3 reported increasingly intensive barrages of hcavy wcapons

ammunition - includmg 130-mm artillery rounds = during the first weck of

January. The 'use of 130-mm artiliery is the first reportcd in MR 3 since June
1974, Moreover, the Communists reportedly fired 20 rounds of 123-mm artillery
Into the district capital of Tuyen Nhon in Kien: Tuong Province (northeastcrn

MR 4) on December 18 — the first indication of Communistiuse of this wenpon |

in the Delth.l : o !:‘: o ; ‘
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