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Date: 4 April 1980

TO0: Legislative Counsel

FROM: |

SUBJECT: Guyana - HFAC e F

REMARKS:

John McMahon den1es __x.Agency
involvement.’

Per DCI, write a note
Zab]ock1 or Bolan
"HPSCI agrees lnves

gate.” |
.etc.

My perception is that this is better
done staff to staff. Do you concur?

DATE: FEB 2007

APPROVED FOR RELEASE
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MEMCRANDUM FOR: Directer of Central Intelligence

-

VIA :
FROM ¢ legisiative Counsel

SUBJECT - ¢ Guyana - HFAC/HPSCI

1. After talking to the staff, I believe that the best course of
action with regard to the UPI item on the House Foreign Affairs Committee
(HFAC)/House Permanent Select Committee on Intel]igence (HPSCI) .Guyana

" inquiry is not to write to Zablocki or Boland.

2. The HFAC staff advised us on 14 April that neither the Fascell
Subcommittee nor the staffers which did the initial study find any substance
.or evidence to support so-called "persistent rumors aboutCIA". Chairman
Zablocki, therefore, does not plan any further action aside from referring the
matter to HPSCI. : . : . o

3. His reason for doing so, according to the staff, is that perhaps a
“fresh Took" at the information might help to quell the rumors about CIA. At
the same time, he s2id the allegations are being made by Joe Halsinger and
others vwho were very close to Reverend Jones. Their mind-set is such that he
has concluded that nothing will persuade them that there wasn't 3 conspiracy
against Representative Ryan. His comments suggested that since Zablocki's = = .
Committee feels it has done as much as it can, it would like to get rid of the

.. troublesome issue by passing it to the HPSCI.

- 4. In a conversation on 15 April with Tom Latimer, HPSCI Staff Director,
we learned that the matter had already been referred to HPSCI. Although Tom
is also convinced that there is no substance to the allegations, he is ’
recommending to Chairman Boland that they conduct a Tow-key investigation to

staff member review the same material that was made available to the HFAC.

discharge their responsibility to the HFAC. His plan is to have a sing?i_J————

f




5. At this point, Zablocki has wiped his hands of the matter and
THPSCI feels that it must "do something". |
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