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Onc of Belgium 5t respected and influential - CENTRAL REFERENCE §£§E?V£BGF2§OF

po7it¢Clduo who 1o alma;“ unilversally regarded as a

* thinker" above party politics, former Premier
Heaywmal was namci inigter of Foreign Affairs in
the cabinet of Paul van den Boeynants which was announced
on 19 March 1966, tihus ending the second longest postwar
poiitical crisis. In the previous month Harmel had
resigned his post of Prime mlnleQT of the Social
Christian-Socialist Cealition Covernment which had been 'BIOGRAPHIC
constituted in July 1965, due to the inability of his REGISTER
governrent, as was the fate of previous Belgian Govern-
ments, to cope with the basic problems of medicare, mine c1051nDQ, linguistics,
ete. With regard to the issuc of linguistics, at least, Harmel, who is Vice
President of the Sociznl Christian Party (PSC) and President of its Walloon
wing, believes that Federalism and the Flemish-Walloon dispute are not so
serious as to finally divide the country. Convinced that bilingualism will
eventually solve the problem, he is known to have created a favorable redction
in Belgium by appealing for thls solution on Flemlsh v, speaklng in '

inipcccesble Flemish. .
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Born in Uccle, on 6 March 1911, Pierre Harmel received his primary
education in Jesuit schools, studied law at the University of Liege and has
veen a menber of its faculty as a professor of law and taxation for many years.
As a reserve lieutenant he was called to active duty in the spring of 1940 |
and was awarded the Croix de Guerre with palms for his conduct during the. |
eighteen-day campailgn. He was fortunate enough to escape imprisonment durlng 1
the occupaticon. After the war he joined in the founding of the PSC. A ;
Member of Parliament since 19L6, he was elected Vice President of the Chamber |
in November 1948, resigning to become president of the PSC group in the
Chamber in January 1950. Minister of Education in the PSC cabinets from
1950 to 1954, he also served as Minister of Justice (June - November 1958),
Minister of Cultural Affalrs (November 1958 - September 1960), and as
Minister of Public Function (September 1960 - April 1961) in the various
Eyskens Governnents.
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Pierre HARMEL
(Cont'd.)

Identified with the Conservative elements of the PSC, but respected by
‘all shades of opinionl

e

25 bgen married since 1946 to the former Marie-Claire van Gehuchten. He
speaks English competently, but haltingly. '
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