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Addressed as:
Mr. Minister

|Humberto

Calderdn 1is probably the

strongest and most popu-

lar Minister in the Cabi-
net. He is Venezuela's

| well-
known international pe-
- troleum expert. Head of ©
e the Ministry that over-
N sees the economic lifeblood of Venezuela, Calderdn
is the major designer of his country's aggressive
e improve Venezuela's troubled oil-dependent economy
A and to establish his country as a major democratic
! ! world power, particularly in the Caribbean and Cen-
tral American region. |
2

Calderdn became prominent in
=rvvwrTor sucoessturry hegotiating a venezuelan-
Mexican o0il assistance program. He has also been
the dominant figure behind bilateral oil ties to
many European, Arab and Latin American countries.

He has made his mark on the international scene,
however, as the spokesman
for the Organizacriom ur rectrorsum mxporting Coun-—
tries—~-membership in OPEC is the cornerstone of Ven-
ezuelan foreign economic policy. Calderdn serves as
President Luis Herrera Campins' chief adviser on the
Middle East. A strong proponent of a unified price
system and OPEC solidarity, he is a principal mover
behind OPEC efforts to reduce oil production levels
and to maintain high market prices favorable to
OPEC. He does not hesitate to criticize member
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states

Calderdn is an avid supporter of Third World

econonic development. |

- [He nas been particulatly

active In efforts to create a Latin American energy
cooperation plan for the development of energy po-

tential in Latin countries, and he would like to see
the United States and Canada play at least a limited
role in the program, particularly in providing fi-

nancing and technology transfer.

Career

Calderdn received a degree in geology from the
Central University of Venezuela in 1964. He also
holds both an M.A. degree in petroleum engineering
(1968) and an honorary degree (1980) from the Uni-

versity of—Tulsaim Oklahoma.  During I$70=76 he
served as a director of the Petrdleos de Venezuela,
the state petroleum company, and since 1974 he has
been associated with the nationalization of Vene-
zuelan 0il assets. In 1975 he established the
Foundation for Petroleum and Hydrocarbon Research
and was its president. Before assuming his present

post he served for three years as

vice president and

de facto head of the Venezuelan Institute of Petro-
leum Technology, the research arm of Petr8leos de

Venezuela.
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echnical arclicles T urnals and a book on Ven-
ezuela's 0il nationalization. A frequent traveler,

he has attended many seminars and
conventions in the United States.

petroleum indnstry

Calderdn, 40, speaks fluent English. Married,
he has two daughters and a son, who attends Culver

Military Academy in Indiana.
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