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‘ y Gol_A. N, OVCHINNIKOV f

Source! A clandsstdine source of established authenticity

Date of Informstion: Hay 1955 - April 1956

. INTRODUCTION

1.. . This report, based on information available from this source as
of 11 Apr 58, is one of a series on senlor military intelligence and
KB officers in Bast Germeny. '

IT,  BACKGROUND

2. Full Mame: /N Alolksei Nikolaevioh OVCHINNIKOV
£ N - -

) Rapnks * Colonel
Date of Birth! Estimated between 1905 and 1910

. Residence in USSR: Probably RIGA (seé para 35)

Asslgnments | Chief, Operations Detachment, BERLIN-KARLSHORST,
’ . subordinate to the Intelligence Direotorate, .
HY, GSFG. '
3.  Wife: . Taissiya Sergeevna.
Children:  Fldér son, name not known, at eduoatviona.l

establishment in USSR in 195_5. Small son,
Nikolai Aleksesvich (“Kol'kn"') , born after .
i5k6; with OVCHINNIKOV in DDR. L

e

e ... Family Details: - OVCHINNIKOV reforred to his Msmall son" in
March 19564, . This son had been in hospitel for three weeks and was -
still seriously ill with bronchitis and & lung condition which
OVCHIMRIKOV described as verging on tuberculogis. In fact, he added,.
the doators gould tell him nothing conclusive but the boy had already

APPROVED FOR RELEASE | DATE; [io0 30 o viich voro stzoptometns
04-Nov-2008 -. =

HOES 9934 T5C 103 N o
2

MPU No 1201

Jotay 58 SA

FIAVIVAY ADD 1978




|

A

Photo No 2020-1", A copy of this photograph, bearing tho same number

'BEST COPY AVAILABLE

" general this was dirocted towards persons complaining about their lot,
‘and by taking their viewpoint, he remarked, he himself could say: "Foxr-

Copment:  OVCHINNIKOV is probably idontioal with the "friendly:
.- oolonel from KARLSHORST" encountered by a BRIXMIS

officer at the Red Army Day reccption held at the
Soviet Fwbassy, BERLIN, on 23 Fob 56, Tno Colonel's
openirig gambit, on the 40 ponicillin and streptomyoin
injections for pnoumonia in the backside of his six-
yocar—~old sony was vintage OVCHINNIROV, His subsequent
mention of a 19-ycar-old son, who was at a secoondary
technical school, and who had been refused military
scrvice owing to a hlood condition, lends support to
“this ldentification. - ’ -

Se In April the GSFG Iniclligonce Direotorate (Razvedyva'gtel" K
noe Upravlenie: RBU)requested o personal report on his elder son from
the latter's cducational estoblishmont. This had to be produced befors
he could come to the DR for the holidays,

‘Ge Education ond Acoont: . OVCHINNIROV 3s not a woll educatod man,
His vocabulary is limited and he is liable to misproncunce words., Ho
speaks with a strongly’ pronounced North Russian (North of MOSCOW) ncaent.

Te Psoudonym and Photograph: On or about 16 Apr 56 OVCHINNIKOV
revenled nhis possiblo use of .a pscudohym apparently in connoction with

a funotion ot which British persomncl woro present and which possibly
took place on 10 April, Ho related, with somo amuscmant, that he had
reocived o couplinmont from tho "British Secctor®, This consisted of a -
photograpi of himself at *the reception®, walking Jjust behind, but not |
in atep with, . " Maj Gen P,A. DIBROVA, Commandant, Soviet Garrison,
BERLIN. It had been addressed personally to "Ool VOLSKII" and canme,
froa the "P,R. Photo Section, HY BERLIN, British Forces Post Office o 45

'y

(2020-1) as given by OVCHINNIKOV, is attached as Appendix A,

8. Healthi While discussing his son's illness, OVCHINNIKOV:
said that ne hadn't been to a dogtor for 47 or 49 years, Allowing for
exaggeration, this still indicates an impressive constitution and
certainly absolves him fyom any hypochrondrical tondenaies,

9 Hooroatioms: Hunting, inoluling gamo bird shooting,
10, Ienguagost  Thote is evidonoo that OVCHINNIKOV. had o lmowledge

of German and spont some time "working at tho langusgo”. Ho was ablo to
road out newspaper hoadlines but his standord did not, apparently, extend
to fluency sinco ho confused the German word for “Friday" with that for
"Thursday. - o . -

1L, Carcers  OVGHINNIKOV's length of servico in the DDR 4s not
Inown to source, but whilo complaining about the shortage of transport, -
he once commcntod that thore was no shortage whon "TRUSOV wms here®, -

(Lt Gon N.M, TRUSQV wos former Chicf, RU, HQ, GSFG, and was roplaced by

Mej Gen A.E. CHECHENTSEV in May 1955). .  In August 1955 Lt Col S.F.
SARATOVISEV was™ dud to be replaced aftor having beon "with OVCHINNIKOV
for flve yoars"; his service wos probably, but not necessarily, exclusive .

. o Geraany. . .

12, - OVCHINNIKOV's feclings about promotion were probably being
voioed by inforonce in a sarcastic remark he mado in Aprdl 1956, In-

the love of God; I've boen golng around for 1 yoars [prasumably as a }
5 - - /fcolonoll .{
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Qolonqll and they haven't made me & general yot®,

13. 4 oinor sidolight on OVCIIMNIKOV was that he tonded to show
a littlo more ncchanical and technical aptitude than soe of his
oollaaguos, othor than the technicians, For oxauple, ho discovered
and subsequently pointed out a foult on a telephono set, andiw wos able

. to elaborate on the breakdown of a vehicle due to "a blown gesket in
the ongine block." '

Iv. CH/R:ACTER, EFFICIEICY, and OPINIONS.

.  OVCHINWIROV hod on irascible naturc which was evidenced in

source material tine and again. He was polite normelly but, when
irritzbed by what he considered to be inefficiency or highhondedness,
he could be openly abusive to junior officers, For oxample, Lt Col
MTRHALEV (Denuty Chief, RU Detachrent, ZRWURT) appearcd to have been
reduced to a state of tinidity by OVGHINPIXOV. Having left the latter's .
office ho telsphoned Col V,I. M ief, Operations Departnent, RU,
HQ, GSFE, fron other premises and was asked the reason for tais oove,

He odnitted to SMIRNOV: “I feel shy there because I don't lxow him well',
SHMTRNOV instructed hin to return to OVCHINWIKOV's office; the ensuing
conversation betweon OVOHINIIKOV and SHIKNOV seemed to justify his fore-
bodings, bringing farth insulting remarks such as “He [MIXKHAIEV] is
standing opposite me and .... is Pidgeting”, and tfat, like MIKHALEVY,

On another oocasion OVCHINNIROV wms extremely annoyed at the "insolence"
shown by Col L.P. IVONOV andihj JL.B. SOKOLOV, of thne RU Detschuent,
SCEWERIN, in going ovor hi noad to SMIRNOV in order teo borrow nis trans—-
Port- N

15. In his dealings with superior officers ne was respedtful but
showed & persistence sonctizes anounting to aggression when pressing his-
point of view -~ s0 ruch so that Maj-Gen L.E. mmmv’rswﬁef, RU,. HQ,
CSFG) hung up during & telephone convorsa®ion in woich OVCHIMNIKOV
argued the point about aveilability of trdnsport. On snother occasion,
vihen OVCHITHTXOV was protesting agninst the allocation of his transport
to a visiting genoral, CHECHENTSEV sedd: "Let's nob haggle over it and
spoil good relations on account of such a trifling mattor®. )

16. Behind the backs of his superiors OVCHINNIKOV was wwmsually
inclined toward making derogatory remarks about thene & study of
source material revesls, however, that he was an inveterate and out-
spoken grumbler, ensily provoked to sarcasm. This fact should there=’
fore be taken into account when considering the exanples gilven below.

"17. ©  Both Gen W and Col, V,M. EREIN, membors of an
inspeating comrission from Training Daparitiient, Main Intelligence

Dircctorate, camo under fire from OVCHINNIKNV. On hearing that nei.ther
of them had appeared at training for reasons of sickness and that EREMIN

‘had also gone shopping, he commented: "One is a lcafer and the socond ia
- his assistent",’

18. . OVCHIMNIXOV's opinion of his chief wos summed up at the end

of a bitter complaint he ande against oonflicting instructions and the
general organisation of an oporation, '"indrel Egorovich { CHECHENTSEV]®, -
ho told another RU officer, "cen stay away on leave for the rest of
his 1ife for all I carce It wpkes.no difference to me who they malw

ohief thoro, the business will got done quiclker®. .

19, OVGHINNIXOV also appearcd rosentful of what he ovidently
sonsidored to be arbitrary action on the part of Maj Gen E,N. CHEKMAZOV,

/ Onief, PR




CHERI:Z0V proposed a plan without stating tho reasons, said OVOHINNIKOV,
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(thief, Militai’y Intelligence Liaison Unit, BERLIN), Not only had

but "he is teaching us o job ovar this". .

"o,
L
e at———

20..4 In Deoeuber 1955 ZLOGHEVSKIL {seec Para 35) wgs not spared
castigation vhen he Tailed to consult OVCHINNIKOV on the proparation of

" .a plan. 4nd at o loter date (March 1956) OVCHINNIXOV remarked "in

confidence” to Col B.A. YULUSOV, Deputy Chicf, RU, that he considered
that - thero was "nothing for ZLOCHEVSKII to do here but play tho fool",

21, It is probably fair to say that OVCHINITKOV possessed in full
measure the line officerts traditional hostility, or at lcast grudge,
against the aduinistrativo side. In this connection he appeared
froquently antagonistic toward Col Y.G. PISKUNOV, Chiof, Personnel

‘Departoment, EU, HQ, GIFG, His discussions with PISKUNOV therefore were )

often ccrimoniocus, and during tha aourse of one of them he accused .
PISKUNOV of delay, with the roninder that CHECHINISEV had said: "Don't
work staff hours, but work as long as necessary, even 24 hours a day".

He finished off by taunting PISKUNOV with the vemork: "Den't you know
22.. The long~suffering PISKUNOV wms, however, in hia own way

apparently censuring OVCHINNIEOV's staff work when he told him that he
had received several officers! personel reports from him but that he
at1ll hed to lock over then and reject or forward them.  OVCHINNIKOV
thereupon complained that he had to keep on re-writing his reports whioch
were returned from PISKUNOV, PISKUNOV explained that ne didn't always
have all the information at hand ncoessary to complete a report, and
thercfore they hod to bo.aitored as additional inforuation came ine
OVCHINNTKOV replied that ho didn't keep officdrs' reports lying around
on his desk, but dealt with them immediately —~ and s hod none there at-
that moment, - . )

23, PISKUNOV's striotures moy well have been justified since it

was clear that OVCHINNIKOV had little 1liking for office routine and

paper work, For instanco, on tho strength of his various oomaitments,
including training exeroides, he objected to having to subait a quarterly’
progress report, when ho visited directorate on 21 Mar 56, After an
argamont with Col V.G. BORISOV (Operations Deportmont, RU, HR, GSFG) he
sumaed up hia atti¥ude by stating: YAll that reunins for us to do is

to compile reports for the chiefs, which is. a genuinc punishment®. He ]
then described his work as not "reol work" but a continual round of reports.
The chicfy suould have nsked for the information when they visited him.

2l A month later, OVCHINNIKOV was still struggling with reports. -

He admitted to Col SMIRNOV, in effoot, that certoin maborinl required

by CHECHENTSEV for a conferendo on 26 Apr 56 had not.been finiehod as he had
only “just concluded worldng out the 10-day period reports ~= “and there e
has been all sorts of other work to do"s

25, Col SMIRNOV ~lso criticised OVCHINNIKOV; for having wrong ideas
on the procedure far ajproving certain internal documents, particularly
as rogards W/T programmes. He pointed out that OVCHINNZZOV hed taken
upen himself the approval of documents, and this was contrary to instruct-
tions in nis (OVCHIMNIKOV's) possession. SMIRNOV added tnat it was a
post difficult thing to do; he hinself never approved docunents as he
did not Imow cnough about it, .

7 2% ....
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264 OVCHINNIKOV's reastion to the necd for drawing up a new
operations plan for 1956, which he was to help to prepare, left no
doubt as to his opinion of the usofulness of this.oxercises He said
that in any case théy would repeat the 1955 plan ih 1956. It was
always like that — ®we write out a plan and then we don't act in
acoordance with 1t." Even a siuple mattor like the holding of musters
was never cirried out in the manner prosoribed in the plan; cveryone
did things as he liked. .

27 OVCHINNIKOV was unchariteble and uncooperabive towards visitors
and attached personnel. who burdensd him with additional sduinistrative
tagks. For instance, Col M. SMIRNOV and his inspection commission
from tho Main Intelligence Dircotorate were "an infernel-fivisance", and
Capt st Rank fisf, UL'YTANOV (Chief, Naval Intelligenco Unit, BERLIN) and-
nis staff were "parasites", - He had no intention of paying his respacts
to UL'YANOV —~- in.fact, ho could "go to hell®™ as for as OVCHINNIKOV was/
ooncarnad.a ' N

‘ I .
28. ‘After having relayed instructions about transport and passes for
a visiting general OVCHINNIKOV received the aclmowledgement ~ ™Wery good, -
conrade chief", This evoked the sour responses: "Why ‘very good'? I am
an orderly ryself". o .

29, OVCHIMNIKOV also.showed little patience with activitios which

he considered impractiocal. . He was highly oritical of a dircctive wnich
roquired hinm to set up a commission for examining, inter alia, the state

of his own wnit's finonoés, Ho thought it ludiorous that he should have
to cheok up on himself, or, worse still; that one of nis own subordinates
should check up on him. He- suggested it would be wmore jonsible if a:
comalssion wore set up by RU to examine his financial affairs, particularly
since all his doouments were there anywy. : :

30, He also roactéd strongly to the sugzestion mode by Col F.M,
MOCHALOV (Chief, Political Department, RU, HY, GSFG), thet he should |
Erganise some tickets for the IDR Writors' Conference which was taking
place from 12 to 14 Jan 56 Ho could See no sense in ity "we have no
connaotions with writers, wriors are difficult for me." No amount of
cajoling by MOCHALOV gould induce VCHINNIKOV %o change his point of view.
Ho fclt that the whole thing was impractical for hin “as they talk over
questions vhich wo oamot properly appraise »... all sorts of metaphors .
and sipilar things.! He &id not wish to lose.an officorts time with

no results, -Contimuing in this voin ho said that something like this '
come up every day, but he couldn't do everything. With the final cbserva-
tion that ho "sould not cover, the entire comitiy®, OVOHINNIKOV abruptly - '
broke off tha conversation, o :

31. Pwo officers nevertheless were detailed to attend the .
conferanco, and ong of them was Lt Col N.G. AGAPITOV from OVCHINNIKOV's
detachmont, OVCHINNIKOV was able to roport only indifferent results to
Col V.I. S,;J,:RNUV. Whort the latter enquired whother there was ony sonsc
in ‘attending this conference, OVCHTNNIEOV appearcd to bo souewhat: vindica—~
tod and, true to form, said that from the very boginning he could not see
the point of it. L

32. In general, thesc blunt criticlsms by OVCHINNIRKOV of his T
superiors, ‘colleagues, and their arrangements, were opsnly expressed in
an eartby and sometimes profans manmer. He lecked wit and his humour
was usually confined to crudities, ) R

23s . That OVCHINIIXOV on the other hand oculd be objective was -

- shown by his handling of allied sarviceucn degtained in the IDR. In the

cage of a Britizh soldicr arrested afier crossing the border in a

. '/drun:'\cen savy
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drunken stote, OVCHINNIXOV reported that everything he told then was
already lnown and he had refused to answer any questions about training
axercises and weaponss  Ho wes asking to be reoleased and as far as
OVCHIIMIKOV could sed there seemed to be no partiocular reason for baraossing.

the fellow any wmore, :and he recommended the soldier's release.

3l OVCHIMFIKOV aisplayed the same. attitude towards the dotention
of an Anerican master sergeant who had boen involved in 2 car acoldent

"in East BERIOIN. The .nerdcan refused to give any detailed inforhation

about his unit, and sinca the East German authoritics would start an

investigation about tho acecident and the faots of the case would becomg
Xnown, -OVCHINNIKOV considered that there was no point in pursuing the
matter. - . ' . . -

V. MOVEMENTS 3D OTHER ;mxv:cm'm

35. OVCHINNIKOV departod on loave on 6 Oct 55 and returned to .
work on 24 November, On 15 Noveober he was in RYGA (1), where "by chance®
he not Col L., Ya. ZLOCHIVSKIT {belicved to be in the Naval Intelligence
Dsmartaent, Hain Intalligenc?ﬂiroctorate). OVCHINNIZOV complained that
as o result of this neeting he had leanred for the first time about an
oporational matter wnich would concern both hisself and ZLOCHAVSKIT in
BERLIN, Heo added that he had subseguently spoken to Lt Gen 1.V, - ’
RQMANOTSKEY (Chief, Seourity Directorate, Main Intelligence Directoratae)
and criticised this operation.

36. For the five days from 16 to 20 Jan 56 OVCHIMNIKOV staoyed at
RU, HQ, GSPG. During this pericd fe frequently contacted his subordinates
at XIRLSHOKST on day-to-day matters, and incoming telephope calls for

nim appeared to be routed via Maj Gen JA.E. CHECHENTSEY {Chief, RU), Col
.G, DRIOV. (Chief of anothor RU Element’ in KARISHORST) also spent theso
Tive days at the directorato. This detsched duty may have been for
instructionol or briefing purposes since, when OVCHINNIKOV remarked to an
wnidentified offider that he was "being worked" from 11 ofclock every day,
the lattor jokingly replied’ that OVCHINNTEOV would be 2 gery learned man
and “"we will be left behind you®, - . :

37. On 11 Fob 56 at 1800 hrs OVCHINNIXOV attended a reception at
which wives were also presont. The exact nature and vemus of this -
recaption (for wiick OVCHINNINOV fook an 80-kilonetor trip) wos not Xnown

.to source, but Csl L.A. SERGEEV {Linison Officer with Foreign Missions,

POTSDAM and subordihftc to the RU) eppearad to bo responsible for supply-.
ing ‘the tickets, with a list of the people attonding, and gonerally organ-~
ising the receiving ond in respect of transport and drivers, Col V.I, '
SMIRNOV was concernod with the déspatch of a conbtingent from RU, HQ, GSEG,
and he briofed CYCEINNIKOV and others on what they should occupy themselves.
with at _the reception.,” In jeneral it was considered better fo sond those’

nECesSsaryY. - .

6yho have already been several times"; so that less briefing would be

38. His presence &% a ﬁ_mction on 16 spr 56 is deseribed in pera. 7,

VI, - FRIENDS. iND CONTACTS

39. " There is little information availablo from source material oh
OVCHIMNIZOV's porsonal friondships. {5 far as tho scrvice was concerned,
' - ' / he .cc-;- .
(1) . In Aprii 1956 OVCHINNLXOV, during the course of a complaint. . = .-
‘ about worlcing conditions, Fomaried that he always had hope, "but
you YDA than sitting at home somewhers in RIGA"-

CRET 151783~
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he appoared to get on best with Lt Col Yu. D. BUIRO (Operations -
Dopartment, RU, HQ, GSFG) and Col V, ut there is no evidenco -
to suggest that this invelved any more than good professional’ relation-
ships. : !

40, One romerk passod in April 56 by OVCHINNIKOV {already referred

to in Para 12), although ironically intonded, prhops infers that he has

en influential contact, Tho remark was touched off when SMIRNOV explained
that n woman safe-housclkeoper wished to be transferred from OVCHINNIEOV!s
wiit. She hnd no corplaint against OVCHINNIKOV but it was a case of the
conditions of her work, OVCHINNIFOV, in an attempt to make an analogy of
his own position, sajid to SMIRNOV: "iell, I have this SUSLOV, an acquaint~
anco, I will also go to hin and say? *Por the love of God, I've been going
. arcund Por 1 years and they haven't made me a general yot !' T will say
SMIRNOV is not fixing me up; we will say he is a bad chief and transfer

hin { "

Comment Tf tids remsrk can be taken at its face value, tho person
conodrned may be identical with Mikhail Andreyvich JUSLOVs
who was in the Seéretariat of the Communist Party of the
Soviet Union and was olected to the Presidium in July 1955.

L1, Another service colleague with whom OVCHENNIKOV appeared to bo on

friendly terms was Col Fedor Mikhailovick MOCHALOV, (Cnjef, Pclitical
Departmont, RU, HQ, GSFG). Knowing that OVGHENNIKOV was going on leave .
to MOSCOW at the beginning of October 55, he gave his own MOSCOW houe
telephone number, V-1-6137, to OVCHINNIXOV.  The 1954 edition of the
MOSCOW tolophone dirdctory lists F.M, MOCHALOV, 1 Ieninskii Pr. under
this numbor. ' ; : :

12, On 17 Dec 55 a telephone call was booked. for an OVCHENNIKOV- to
MOSCON *D-7 2942 or D-1 8798". The 1954 MOSCOH tolephone directory
1lists F.A. BATROV, 108 Ieninsrndskoe Shawsee at D - 7 2942 and V.M, - .
- FASUN, 77 MAslovka Verkh. Ul., at D1 8798, but neither of these persons
hios boen tracod by source in a militery inteiligonce or othor context, .
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