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INTERDEPARTMENTAL COMMITTEE FOR THE ACQUISITION OF FOREIGN PUBLICATIONS

/// Meeting of May 7, 1943
MINUTES
PRESENT :
Department of Agriculture Mr. Shaw
Office of War Information Mr, Krould i
Library of Congress Mr, Moriarty
Department of Treasury Mr., Southworth
Office of the Coordinator
of Inter-imerican Affairs Mr., Worth -
: ' Mr., Dudley
War Department " Mr, Hale
Department of Commerce Mr. Domeratsky
State Department Mr. Spaulding
Board of Economic Warfare Mr, Ghuomt
Executive Secretary B Mr. Kilgour
Assistant to Mr. Kilgour Mr, Clift

Mr. Kilgour presided.

The minutes of the meeting of April 23 were read and
approved, ' » :

] o
The cheiy read a letter from Mr. Howland H. Sargeant
of the Office of the Alien Property Custodian which stated that MNr.
Eugene B. Power of Microfilms, Inc. had requested the APC for permgis-
sion to make microfilm copies of periodicals:whichthe APC is reproducing
by arrangement with the Interdepartmental Committee., Mr. Sargeant went
on to state that the APC would be pleased to act in accordance with the
Committee's instructions. A4 discussion followed during which the chair
read the following translations of two -excerpts from German newspapers.

‘Der Angriff, March 25, 1943:

Wibout 400 technical books by Axis authors have been
put at the disposal of American publishers for reprinting and this
includes books on aviation, medicine and oceanography, physics, ‘and
chemistry., This procedure shows that the fmericans are obviously -
dependent on intellectual thievery." - ‘ =

L€ 2007-19 - «




Reproduced from MSS collections, Lib. of Congress

D

Deutsche Allpemeino Zeitung, ~Febiuary A, 1943:°

"The Americans, who as it is well known have undertaken
to exterminate the German barbarism and to civilize once and for all
the German barbarians, are buolly engoaged in looking for material for
this pioneering effort, and they have found very useLul material indeed
already, 400 books of a high standard - books which represent the ex-
plorer's aptitude and diligence. These books will help the progress of
culture and civilization apppgciably. Thus, Washington is determined
to ask American publishers to publigh these books or reprint them, 4
look at the list of authors qhows names which sound very German. It
is the intellectual property of the Axis powers which has been stolen '
without much fuss. Predominantly, it concerns books of medicine, avia-
tion, and chemical and physical subjects of German scientists which
are now appropriated in connection with the confiscation of enemy pro-
perty because USA scientists have notning of equal value., America rods
Germanv'!s intellectual property and claims at the same t' s to be en~
titled to exterminate the German spirit and to correct #t. In the view
of the American war nsvch031s, it cannot im. the leoast be empectod that
the Amorican people should be surprised at this mass robhery when Wash-
ington pounds into their ears ﬁﬁrascs off the -intellectunl und civilizi Pﬁ
American war policy M :

°

At the ond of the discussion, the Committee agreed that as far as it is
concerned the APC could grant to Mr. Power the peraission which he requested,

The chair reported that the Army=-Navy Journal had requested
permission to make and publish abstracts of articles appeering in current
foreign military moagazines, After a discussion of this reqguest, the Commit-
tee asked Major Hale to determine and to remort the Armv'c aLtLtuc toward
this mquest, ‘. .

. Dr. Domer;tokv inquired about progress toward the publica-
tion of a, new Alphabetical List, Mr, Clift renorted that the records -had
recently been. brought up to date and that arranpomonts were being made to
obtain, from th¢ 0SS pool, a typist to stencil the records, Dr.,.Domeratsky

'vovy kindly offered to lend the Committee a typist for one or two weeks,
qud;the offer was immediately accepted wltl gratltuoo Dy'tho cHaLf.

Dr, Domofdijkv also registered a 001w311rt dbrut the fibrw—
cated spools on which the microfilm is now bblng dlstrlouboq

Major Hale 1n0u1ren_ahout flo UOwulb]lltV of obtnining
Krasnaia Zevzda, more rapldlv than at the present tﬂno.' Tho chair raported
that the mlcrof11m camera for MoSCow 3 as sonewhere betuween Mulnansk and
Moscow and that th@ "State Dﬂblrhment hodn qs?od to arrange with the
Russians for the air tranoport of orlgluvL Ruse “ublications from HMoscow
to Fairbanks at which voint the air Transport Com: nd vould take them over

and fly them to Was hlnﬁbon. Dr. Spaulding sald thot he wonld teloegraph
Moscow to detcrmin: how these nrojects arc orojressing.
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Mr. Moriarty reported that the Library of Congress had
been opproached with the suggestion that it arrange with the Presidents
of the American Colloges at Istanbul, Beirut, and Cairo {or them to
collect for and ship to the Library publications appearing in these areas.
The Committee was of the opinian that this type of collection would in no
way be a duplication of the Committeels work ond encouraged Mr, Moriarty

to proceed with such arrangements.,

The chair next brought up the problem of circulating origi-
nals and full-size photographic reproductions and referred to the report
requested of him at the last meeting which had been prepared and sent to
cach Committee member on April 30, Aftor discussing this problem the
Committee decided that a few of the papers should be photostated for
circulation and that the use of the remaining air space allotted to the
Committeo should be determined by the requests of BEW, ONI, 0SS, OWI, and
MIS. The following list of publications to be photostated was drarm up:
Koelnische Zeitung, Voelkischor Beobachter, Frankfurter Zeitung, Doutsche
Volkswirt, Neue Tag, Neuo Zuercher Zoitung (Morgen Ausazabo) Pester Lloyd,
Il Sole, La Stampa, Les Nouveauy Iemps, and Neue Ordnung.

The determination of a policy concerning deforments for
the Committeols representatives in the field was diseussed. Mr, Shaw
moved that no person cligible for the draft would he sont abroad by the
Committec., Mr. Moriarty scconded the motion, The question was put to
vote and unanimously approved, Mr, Shaw then moved that the Cormittee
ask for no deforments for anybody. HMr, Moriarty seconded the motion. The
question was put to vote and all members voted "yes" cxcept the represonta-
tive from BEW who voted ‘mo."




