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SIGNIFICANT DEVELOPMENTS RELATED TO THE US STAND ON HUMAN RIGHTS

(17 - 23 February 1978) -

SOVIET UNION

Dissident spokesman Andrey Sakharov visited the US Embassy in
Moscow on February 22 to present appeals from Soviet Pente-
costalists for President Carter's assistance in emigrating
from the USSR. The appeals are from members of the religious -
group in the Ukraine and Belorussia, and include a list of
1,596 families who wish to emigrate. The Pentecostalists made
their request public the same day by giving copies to Western
newsmen in Moscow. Representatives of the Pentecostal Christians
living in various parte of the Soviet Union have long sought
the embassy's assistance in seeking to emigrate. Typically,
whole communities are involved, and many have reportedly
applied for exit visas on the stremgth of invitations from

" their US "brothers and sisters in Christ.” =

Soviet authorities have éppbinted ar.‘ lawyer to defend arrested
dissident Anatoly Shcharansky

Thig 18 another move

suggeating that the trial of Shcharansky may be near. The
igsue of selaecting a lawyer for Shcharansky has been agitating

This compilation t8 prepared weekly by the Office of Regional and

Political Analysis. Inquiries may ba directed to
the International Issues Divisgionm,

RP-M-78-10082

WARNING NOTICE s 24 February 1978

SENSITIVE INTELLIGENCE SOURCES
AND METHODS INVOLVED




the Soviet dissident commnity for some time. The authorities

have brushed aside the wishes of Shcharansky's family for a
Waestern attorney to defemd him, while the family has refused
to engage a Soviet lawyer without Shcharansky's written
congent, as 18 requwed by Sovzet Zaw i

| former Major General Petr Grigorenko has been

deprived of his Soviet citizenship. Grigorenko, who has been
in the United States vigiting hig stepson since November, had
been assured at the time of his departure from Moscow that he
would be allowed to re-enter the Soviet Union when hig six-
month exit viga expired. The Soviet action against Grigorenko
i8 not unexpected, and represents a tactic that has been used
to block re-entry of other prominent dissidents in the past.
Soviet authorities probably believe Grigorenko's removal from
the Soviet gcena will furthez' weaken the dissident community’s
leaderghip core. o :

EASTERN EUROPE

Romanlan authorities- have moved a cr1t:1c of thelr policies

ward the Hungarian minority from Bu
the country,

‘The regime imposed this internal
exile on Karoly Kiraly, ethnic Hungarian who was once a
member of the top Romanian leadership, after he allegedly
refused a regime demand to deny that he had written criticisms
which recently appeared in U.S. newspapers. In several letters
to top Romanian offictals last swmmer, Kiraly accused the
present Romanian leadership of not doing enough to assure the
ethnic and cultural zdent-zty of the 1.7 million Hungarians
living in the Transylvanian region of Romania. One of the
Kiraly letters was leaked to the Western press in January
through the efforts of ethnie Rungarians--in the US and
perhaps in Eungary--who share KzraZy 'a concerns and want to
pressure Bucharest into changing ite ways. The status of the
Hungarian minority in Romania ig an emotion-laden issue




