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The Honorable John F. Kerry
Chairman

Select Committee on POW/MIA Affa1rs
United States Senate

Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Mr. Chairman:

The Director has asked me to respond to your letter of
December 20, 1991 which requested 1nformat10n on former senlor
Central Intelllgence Agency (CIA) personnel in Laos and Vletnam
and on US citizens who had not returned from Laos from 196} to
the present as a result of a551gnments in or over Laos prlor to
1975. !

o The full names of CIA Chlefs of Station
Vientiane from 19

The Agency possesses two lists relating to US citizens who
have not returned from Laos during the period 1961 to the
present. The first is the DIA list of "US Unaccounted for in
Southeast Asia."” The second is a list compiled at CIA
Headquarters on September 30, 1969 entitled, "American Air
Contractor Operating Crew Fatalities (in) Laos, 1961 to
Present.” A copy of the second list is enclosed. That list
showed two American civilians as missing in Laos: Air America
employee, Eugene H. DeBruin, who is still listed as missing;
and Bird & Son employee, Ernest Brace, who returned on
March 28, 1973.

We have reviewed our files but have not located any lists
received by the United States Government from foreign
governments, contacts or individuals which relate to US
individuals who have not returned from Laos. We will be
reviewing a considerable volume of archived files in the coming
week and will advise the Committee if any material on this
subject is located.
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The Honorable John F. Kerry

In addition to the 1969 list of "American Air Contractor
Operating Crew Fatalities (in) Laos, 1961 to Present” mentioned
above, the following US citizens, all of whom were working for
Air America, did not return from Laos:

Name Date Lost Country Iype of Aircraft
James H. Ackley 7 Mar 73 Laos Cc-123
Fugene DeBruin 5 Sep 63 Laos C-46
Clarence Driver 7 Mar 73 Laos ' Cc-123
George Ritter 27 Dec 71 Laos C-123

Roy Townley 27 Dec 71 Laos ' C-123>
Edward Weissenback 27 Dec 71 Laos C-123

. All six of these individuals also appear on the DIA listing
of "US Unaccounted for in Southeast Asia.” Of the above
individuals, DIA lists DeBruin as a POW. Ackley, Driver, .
Ritter and Townley are listed as missing in action. There is a
presumptive finding of death in Weissenback's case.

The other American civilians who remain missing in Laos had
no affiliation with the Agency. They are Charles Duffy, who
disappeared in 1961, and on whom there is a presumptive f£inding
of death; Charles Dean, captured in 1974, whose gravesite has
been identified in Laos; and Alan L. Blewett, lost while flying
in a Navion aircraft in 1962, on whom there is also a
presumptive finding of death.
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The Honorable Bob Smith

A copy of this letter is also being provideda TO
Chairman Kerry.

Sincerely,
s/ Stanley M. Moskowiz

Stanley M. Moskowitz

Director of Congressional Affairs

Enclosures
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Central Intelligence Agency

Washinglon. D.C. 20505

0CA 0184-92/1
2 3 JAN 1992

The Honorable Bob Smith

Vice Chairman

Select Committee on POW/MIA Affairs
United States Senate

Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Mr. Vice Chairman:

The Director has asked me to respond to your letter of
December 20, 1991 which requested information on former senior
Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) personnel in Laos and Vietnam
and on US citizens who had not returned from Laos from 1961 to
the present as a result of assignments in or over Laos prior to
1975. '

The full na Chiefs of Station
Vientiane from 19

The Agency possesses two lists relating to US citizens who
have not returned from Laos during the period 1961 to the
present. The first is the DIA list of "US Unaccounted for in
Southeast Asia." The second is a list compiled at CIA
Headquarters on September 30, 1969 entitled, *"Aamerican Air
Contractor Operating Crew Fatalities (in) Laos, 1961 to
Present." A copy of the second list is enclosed. That list.
showed two American civilians as missing in Laos: Air America
employee, Eugene H. DeBruin, who is still listed as missing;
and Bird & Son employee, Ernest Brace, who returned on
March 28, 1973.

We have reviewed our files but have not located any lists
received by the United States Government from foreign
governments, contacts or individuals which relate to US
individuals who have not returned from Laos. We will be
reviewing a considerable volume of archived files in the coming
week and will advise the Committee if any material on this
subject is located.
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The Honorable Bob Smith

In addition to the 1969 list of "American Air Contractor
Operating Crew Fatalities (in) Laos, 1961 to Present" mentioned
above, the following US citizens, all of whom were working for
Air America, did not return from Laos:

Name Date Lost  Country  Iype of Aircraft
James H. Ackley 7 Mar 73 Laos c-1zé
Eugene Dequin : 5 Sep 63 Laos C-46
Clarence Driver 7 Mar 73 Laos ' C-123
George Ritter 27 Dec 71 Laos C-123
Roy Townley 27 Dec 71 Laos , C~123
Edward Weissenback 27 Dec 71‘ Laos C-123

All six of these individuals also appear on the DIA listing
of "US Unaccounted for in Southeast Asia." Of the above
- individuals, DIA lists DeBruin as a POW. Ackley, Driver,
Ritter and Townley are listed as missing in action. There is a
presumptive finding of death in Weissenback's case.

The other American civilians who remain missing in Laos had
no affiliation with the Agency. They are Charles Duffy, who
disappeared in 1961, and on whom there is a presumptive finding
of death; Charles Dean, captured in 1974, whose gravesite has
been identified in Laos, and Alan L. Blewett, lost while flying
in a Navion aircraft in 1962, on whom there is also a
presumptive finding of death.
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The Honorable John F. Kerry

Silncerely,
s/ Staniey M. Moskowltz

Stanley M. Moskowitz
Director of Congressional Affairs

Enclosures
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30 September 1969

T it

MEMORANDUM FOR:

i

SUBJECT ¢ American Air Contractor Operating Crew
Fatalities Laos, 1961 to Present '

AIR AMERICA 42 " 1 captured
BIRD & SON'S 7 1 captured
CONTINENTAL | ‘ 8

TOTAL 57

(1) Breakdown by accident presently not available but
FE . can be furnished within 48 hours.

(2) Bird & Son's totals probably correct but may be off
by 1 or 2,

P
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AMERICAN AIR CREVS HISSING

Aixr America

1963 - Air Freight Specinlist Debruin C-4C flight was

shot down and Debiuiln was captured.

)

Bird & Son's

21 May 1965 - Mr. Ernest Brace captured by cenemy forces
" in Northwestern Laos when he landed at airfield
which had been captured during the night by
enemy forceé. Mr. Brace is 5elicved to be a POV

‘in Henoi area., DNo-other.fatalitics.othis-

accident.
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4 ‘ CONTROL # DATE OF REQUEST
0« b/ocay OCA 0184-92 | 23 Jan 92
7 SUSPENSE DATE
FROM : DgAéﬁ/via DD/OCA
SUBJECT : ‘
Letter to Senators Kerry/Smith re POW/MIA - 20 Dec 91 incoming 1tr
NOTES

COORDINATED WITH (list names as well as offices)

NAME OFFICE DATE
DDO : .
NAME _ OFFICE DATE
NAME OFFICE DATE
NAME ' OFFICE DATE

ACTION REQUIRED BY D/OCA

For your signature

FORM QBSOLETE PREVIOUS
285 4118 eoimions
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JOHN B KERRY, MASSACHUSETTS, BOB SMITH, NEW HAMPSHIRE,

Chalrmun Vice. Chairmen B
THOMAS A. DAKCHLE, 3OUTH RAKOTA JOHN MeCAIN, ARIZONA . !
HARAY BEID, NEVADA HANK BROWN, COLORADO ' .
GHARLES S, AOBE, VIRGINIA CHUCK QRASSLEY, IQWA

doo4

J. AQBERT KEAREY, NERRASKA NANCY LANDON XAESEBAUM, KANGAS » .
HERBEAT H, KQHL WISCONSIN JESBE HELMS, NORTH CAROLINA qanltm 5tatz 5 5matz . @

FRANCEY A, ZWENIG, STAFF DIRECTOR
ALAN G, FTAK, DEPUTY STAFF QIARCTAR :
4 WILUAM CODINHA, GENERAL COUNSEL SELECT COMMITTEE ON POW/MIA AFFAIRS . Y] OQ

WASHINGTON, DC 205 10-6500
December 20, 1991

Mr. Robert Gates . ‘
Director of Central Intelligence
Central Intelligence Agency
Washington, DC 20505 ,

Dear. Bob:

We are writing to request information from the Central
Intelligence Agency pertaining to Laos and the POW/MIA issue.’
This information is essential for the Senate Select Committee!
on POW/MIA Affairs to carry out its responsibilities under '
Senate Resolution 82 and Senate Resolution 185.

Specifically, we request the following items:

l. Please provide to the committee full names and
current last known residential and business addresses for
Central Intelligence Agency Chiefs of Station, Deputy Chiefs
of Station, and any other personnel with respon51b111tles foxr: -
POW/MIA matters assigned to the U.S. Embassy in Vientiane,
Laos, and the U.S. Embassy in Bangkok, Thailand, for each
year between the period of 1961 to present.

2. Please provide to the committee any lists compiled
or received by the Central Intelligence Agency which relate
to U.S. citizens who have not returned from Laos durlng the
period of 1961 to present as a result of assignments in or
over Laos prior to 1975, :

3. Please provide to the committee any lists in the-
posséssion of the Central Intelligence Agency which have been
received by the United States Government from foreign
governments or contacts, or individuals which relate to U.S.
personnel who have not returned from Laos. 4 .

4. Please provide the names of U.S. citizens who were
assigned to Air America, Continental Air Services, or any
other CIA proprietary organization and have not returned from'
Laos.

5. Please provide the full names and last known
residential and business addresses for personnel assigned to .

SEQRET
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Mr. Robert Gates
December 20, 1991
page 2

the security office of Air America in Vientiane Airport
during the period of Air America's existence.

Your cooperation in providing this information to
the select committee prior to January 20, 1992 will be most
appreciated.

If any of these items contain classified information,
please provide such material directly to the Office of
Senate Security, £.407, U.S. Capitol.

Should you have any questions on this matter, please
contact Mr. Dino Carluccio on the committee staff at (202)

224-2306.
Sincgrely, . :
JOHN F. KERRY BOB SMITH
Chairman A " Viee Chairman

SE}%&ET
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DCI:

A response will be prepared
for “your signature with \
input from

OCA will respgfd in consultation
with DO

d Mol allaelt

No written response is necessary.

CONCUR

I prefer

SECRET
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Central Intelligence Agency
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14 January 1992 AT
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MEMORANDUM FOR:

crnrxcTr; wounooe oiuoxzoO Division
Office of Congressional Affairs

VIA: \ Office of the Deputy Director for Operations

FROM:
SUBJECT : CIA Information Pertaining to Station

Personnel in Laos and Vietnam, U.S. Personnel
who did not return from Laos; and Air American
Security Officers

REFERENCE: Letter of 20 December 1991 from Senators Kerry
and Smith of the Select Committee on POW/MIA
Affairs to the DCI

1. This is in reply to the letter of 20 December 1991
which requested information on former senior Central
Intelligence Agency (CIA) personnel in Laos and Vietnam and on
U.S. citizens who had not returned from Laos from 1961 to the
present as a result of assignments in or over Laos prior to
1975.

iefs of Statio

ientiane from

re attached. Th ses of retired offi

and we will facilitate the Committee's contact with
Agency officers who are still on active duty.

2. Th

3. The Agency possesses two lists relating to U.S. citizens
who have not returned from Laos during the period 1961 to the
present. The first is the DIA list of "U.S. Unaccounted for in
Southeast Asia". The second is a list compiled at CIA
Headguarters on 30 September 1969 entitled, "American Air
Contractor Operating Crew Fatalities (in) Laos, 1961 to
Present". A copy of the second list is attached. That list

SECRET
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showed two American civilians as missing in Laos: Air America
employee Eugene H. DeBruin, who is still listed as missing; and
Bird & Son employee Ernest Brace, who returned on 28 March 1973.

4. We have reviewed our files but have not located any
lists received by the United States Government from foreign
governments, contacts or individuals which relate to U.S
individuals who have not returned from Laos. We will be ngg%x
reviewing a considerable volume of archieyed files in the e
coming week and will advise the committee if any material on
this subject is located.

5. In addition to the 1969 list of "American Air
Contractor Operating Crew Fatalities (in) Laos, 1961 to
Present” mentioned above, the following U.S. citizens, all of
whom were working for Air America, did not return from Laos:

Name Da Lo Country Type of Aircraft
James H. Ackley 7 March 1973 Laos C-123

Eugene DeBruin 5 Sept. 1963 Laos C-46

Clarence Driver 7 March 1973 Laos C-123

George Ritter 27 Dec. 1971  Laos C-123

Roy Townley | 27 Dec. 1971 Laos C-123

Edward Weissenback 27 Dec. 1971 Laos C-123

6. All six of these individuals also appear on the DIA
listing of "U.S. Unaccounted for in Southeast Asia". Of the
above individuals, DIA lists DeBruin as a POW. Ackley, Driver,
Ritter and Townley are listed as missing in action. There is a
presumptive finding of death in Weissenback's case.

7. The other American civilians who remain missing in Laos
had no affiliation with the Agency. They are Charles Duffy,
who disappeared in 1961, and on whom there is a presumptive
finding of death; Charles Dean, captured in 1974, whose
gravesite has been identified by Laos; and Alan L. Blewett,
lost while flying in a Navion aircraft in 1962, on whom there
is also a presumptive finding of death.

2

SE/Q*"’LET

SECRET
]




C01352210 SECRET

e

. 2,’
v

SECHRET

Attachment: “American Air Contractor Operating Crew Fatalities

Laos, 1961 to (1969)"
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