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The National Security Archive

The George Washington University
Geiman Library, Suite 701

2130 H Skregt, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20037

Phone: 202,994,7045
Fax: 202.994,7005
foladesk@gwu.edy

hittp://www.nsarchive.org

April 24, 2009

Delores M. Nelson

Information and Privacy Coordinator
Central Intelligence Agency
Washington DC 20505

Re: Appeal for F-2007-00118 / Archive #20061949CTA3L0
Dear Ms. Nelson:

I am writing on behalf of Thomas Blanton, director of the National Security Archive. This letter
constitutes an administrative appeal in accordance with the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA),
5 UBC Sec. 552, of the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) response to a FOIA request submitted
October 16, 2006, asking for documents related in whole or in part to then CIA Director George
Tenet’s meeting with then National Security Advisor Condoleezza Rice on July 10, 2001
(Attachment 1). The CIA’s response letter of March 11, 2009, szid that the Agency considers
responsive records properly classified in full under FOIA exemptions (b)(1), (b)(3), and BY5)
(Attachment 2),

First, | would like to call the Panel’s attention to the fact that information regarding the July 10,
2001 meeting between George Tenet and Condoleezza Rice has been made publicly available. In
October 2006, both the Washington Post and the New York Times described the meeting,
including the general substance of that meesting (Attachments 3 and 4), which has also been
described in Bob Woodward’s book, Staze of Denial, Bush ar War Part IIT,

Previously classified records about terrorist threats in 2001 have already been declassified and
made available to the public, and [ have enclosed one such document—a J anuary 2001 National
Security Council memorandum to Condoleezza Rice (Attachment 5), This document provides
significant factual detail, and the release of this document in 2004 did not cause harm fo national
security. It follows, therefore, that releasing materials about this July 2001 meeting will not
cause harm to national security now, almost 8 years after September 11, 2001—the threat that
was most likely the subject of the mesting.

An Independent non-govarnmental research institute and fibrary located at the George Washington University, the Archive coliggts
and publisfes declassifisd documents abtained through the Fresdom of Informstion Act, Publication royalties and tex deduciible
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I also question the application of Exemption (b)(5) to documents related to this meeting,
for several reasons. First, according to reports, there was no attorney present at the
meeting, and therefore, the information cannot fall under any kind of attorney or work
product privilege. Second, the meeting did not result in a policy decision. In fact, one
complaint has been levied against Rice that she did not respond to the warnings by Tenet
from this meeting or other meetings. Therefore, records related to this meeting should not
be withheld on the basis of being “predecisional” as there was no decision made, no
policy pursued. Finally, the meeting involved factual mformation (the imminent terrorist
threat) in addition to recommendations about policy, and I urge the Agency Release Panel
to make this distinction.

At this time, [ would like to take this opportunity to remind the Agency Release Panel
that the Freedom of Information Act mandates that an agency must release portions of 3
record that are not exemnpt if those nonexempt portions are “reasonably segregable.” This
particularly applies to the factua! information that was relayed in the meeting between
Tenet and Rice. | urge the Panel to fully execute this requirement, as mandated by law,
and reconsider the withholding of this document.

As you review my appeal, please consider the recent Memorandum on the Freedom of
Information Act issued by President Barack Obama on J anvary 21, 2009, which directs
all agencies to “adopt a presumption in favor of disclosure” and apply this presumption
“to all decisions involving FOIA.” President Obama also makes clear that “[t]he
Government should not keep information confidential merely because public officials
might be embarrassed by disclosure, because errors and failures might be revealed, or
because of speculative or abstract fears.” Pursuant to this directive, I ask that you
consider whether the information withheld in response to my FOIA request should be
released in light of the new presumption of disclosure.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Stncerely,

“Yvette M. Chin
FOIA Coordinator
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March 11, 2009

Mr. Thomas Rlanton

The National Security Archive
Gelman Librery, Suite 701
2130 H Styeet, NW
Washington, D.C. 20037

Reference: F-2007-00118 / Archive #20061949CIA310
Dear Mr. Blanton:

This is a final response to vour 16 October 2006 Freedom of Information Act
(FOLA) request for all documents relating in whole or in part to then CIA Director George
Tenet’s meeting with then National Security Advisor Condoleezza Rice on 10 Faly 2001,
We processed your request in accordance with the FOIA, 5 U.S.C, § 552, as amended, and
the CIA Information Act, 50 U.S.C § 431, a3 amended, Qur processing included a search
for records as described in owr 25 Tuly 2007 scceptance letter existing through the date of

that letter.

We completed a thorough ssarch for records responsive 1o your request and located
material which we determined is properly clagsified and must be denied in its entirety on
the basis of FOIA exemptions (b)(1), (6)(3), and {(b)(5).

CIA Information and Privacy Cooordinator Deloreg M. Nelson meade this decision,
which you may appeal to the Agency Release Panel, in my care, within 45 days from the
date of this letter. Please include the basis of your appesl, '

Sincerely,

Pt 7. et

Delores M. Nelson
Information mnd Privacy Coordinator
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The National Security Archive

The Gearge Washington University Phone; 202/994-7000
Gelman Library, Suite 701 Fax: 202/994-7008
2130 H Strest, NW, nsarchiv@gwu.edy
Washington, D.C. 20037 www.nsarchive,org

October 16, 2006

Scom A. Koch

Information snd Privacy Coordinator
Central Intelligence Ageney
Washington, DC 20508

Re: Request under the FOIA, in reply refer to Arohjved 20061943CTA310

Dear Mr. Koch:
Pursugnt to the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA), I hereby request the following;

All documenys, Including but not limived o cables, lerers, snemoranda, briefing papers, Sranscripes, summeries, nofes,
© emails, reports, drafis, and intelligence documents relazing in whole or in part to thew ClLd Director George Tenat's
meeting with then National Security Advisor Condoleerza Rice on July 10, 2001.

This meeting is cited in Bob Woodward's book State of Denial: Bush at War Part [fL, & i alse cited in an October 2,
2006, New York Times Article, “Records Show Tener Bricfed Rice on Al Qaeda Threat,” by Philip Shenon and Merk
Mazzesti as well as an October 3, 2006, Washington Post articls, “Tenet Recalled Warning Rice,” 5y Dan Eggen and
Robin Wright, Pve attached caples of both articles for your reference,

If you regard any of these documrents as potentially exempt from the FOIA's disclosure requirements, I request that you
nonstheless exercise your discretion to disclose them, As the FOLA requires, pleage release gll reasonably segregable non

As a represemiative of the news media, the Natiopal Security Archive qualifies for “representative of the news medis”™
status under § 17.8.C. Sec. S32(a)(D(AXIDHD) and, therefore, may not be charged search and review fees, (See Nationg!
Security Archive v. U8 Department of Defense, 880 F.24 1381 (D.C. Cir. 1989), cert dewied, 110 S Ct. 1473 (1990)).
This request is made as part of a scholarly and news research project that is intended for publication and is not for

you, without waiting unti] all the documenta have been processed. Please notify me before incurring any Phoiocopying
costs over $100. If you have any Gquestions regarding the identity of the records, their location, the scope of the request or
any other maiters, please call me at {202) 9947000 or email me folamail@egwu.edu. 1look forward to receiving vour
respanse within the twenty day statutory time period,

Sincerely vours,

Thomas 5. Blanten
Executive Director
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‘Records Show Tenet Briefed Rice on Al Qaeda Threat - New York Times Page 1 of3
Ehe Now Hork Simes FNTER.SRIBNEL KOREiAT ..
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Uetober 2, zoot

Records Show Tenet Briefed Rice on Al Qaeda Th

By PHILIP SHENON

JIDDA, Saudi Arabia, Oct. 2 -~ Ateview of White House records has determined that Geos ge J,
denet, then the director of central intelligence, did brief Copdoleesza Rice and other top
officials on July 10, 2001, about the looming threat from Al ¢ la, a State Department
spokesman said Monday.

The account by Sean McCormack came hours after Ms. Rice, the secretary of state, told
reporters aboard her airplane that she did nat recall the specific meeting on July 10, 2001,
noting that she had met repeatedly with Mz, Tenet that summer about tervorist threats. Ms.
Rice, the national security adviser at the time, said it was “incomprebensible” she ignored dire
terrorist threats two months before the Sept. 11 attacks,

Mr. McCormack also said records show that the Sept. 11 commission was informed about the
meeting, a fact that former intelligence officials snd members of the commission confirmed on
Monday.

When details of the mesting emerged last week in a new book by Bob Woodward of The
Washington Post, Bush administration officials questoned Mr. Woodward’s reporting.

Now, after several days, both current and former Bush administration officials have confirmed
parts of Mr. Woodward's aceount.

Officials now agree that on July 10, 2001, Mr. Tenet and his counterterrerism deputy, J. Cofer
Black, were so alarmed about an impending ded an emergency
meeting at the White House with Ms, Rice and her Natignal Security Council staff.

According to two former intelligence officials, Mr. Tenet told those assembled at the White
House about the growing body of intelligence the Ceptra | Intellig agency had eollected
pointing to an impending Al Qaeda attack. But both current and former officials took issue
with Mr, Woodward’s account that M., Tenet and his aides left the meeting in frastration,
feeling as if Ms. Rice had ignored them,

e 2y Bmes com/ 2006/10/02vstington/Oriceond el Tei=S088 o552 7243 . 1074772006
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Records Show Tenet Briefed Rice on Al Qaeda Threat - New York Times Page 2 of 3

Mr. Tenet told members of the Sept. 11 commission shout the July 10 meeting when they
Interviewed him in early 2004, bui committee members said the former C.1.A. director never
indicated he had left the White House with the impression that he had heen ignored.

“Tenet never told us that he was brushed off,” s2id Richard Ben-Veniste, a Democratic member
of the commission. “We certainly would have followed that up.”

Mr. MeCormack said the records showed that, far from Ignoring Mr. Tenet’s warnings, Ms. é
Rice acted on the intelligence and requested that My, Tenet make the same presentation to
Defense Secratary Donald H, Rumsfeld and Atttorney General John Asheroft

But Mr. Asheroft said by telephone on Monday evening that he never received a briefing that
- summer from Mr. Tenet,

“Frankly, I'm disappointed that I didn't get that kind of briefing,” he seid. “I'm surprised he
didn’t think it was important encugh to come by and tell me.”

The dispute thet has played out in recent days gives further eviderics of an escalating battle
between the White House and Mr. Tenet over who should take the blame for such mistakes as
the failure to stop the Sept, 11 attacks and assertions by Bush administration officials that
Saddam Hussein was stockpiling chemical and biological weapons and cultivating ties to Al

Mr. Tenet resigned as divector of central intelligence in the summer of 2004 and was honored
that December with 2 Presidental Medal of Freedom during a White House ceremony, Since
leaving the CI.A,, Mr. Tenet has stayed out of the public eye, largely declining to defend his
record at the C.1.A. even after several government investigations have assailed the faulty
intelligence that helped build the case for the Trag war.

Mr. Tenet is now completing work on a memoir that is scheduled to be published early next
year, '

It is unclear how muchMr, Tenet will use the book to settle old scores, although recent books
have portrayed M. Tenet both as dubious about the need for the Iraq war and angry that the
White House has made the C.I.4. the primary scapegoat for the war,

In his book “The One Percent Doctrine,” the journalist and anthor Ron Suskind quotes Mr.
Tenet's former deputy at the C.I1.A,, John McLaughlin, saying that Mr, Tenet “wishes he eould
give that damn medal back ”

Y Bmes o/ 2006/10/02wasngon e ek S08S BenmSh27202... 101712008
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Records Show Tenet Briefad Rice on Al Qaeda Threat - New York Times Page 3 of 3

In his own book, Mr. Woodward wrote that over time Mr. Tenet developed a particular dislike
for Ms. Rice, and that the former C.LA. director was furions when she publicly blamed the
agency for allowing President Bush to make the false claim in the 2002 State of the Union
Address that Saddam Hussein was pursuing nuclear materials ju Niger.

“I'the C.1A., the Director of National Intelligence, had said ‘take this out of the speech,’ it
would have been gone, without question,” Ms. Rice told reporters in July 2003.

In fact, the C.I.A. had told the White House menths before that the Niger intelligence was
bogus and had managed to keep the claim out of an October 2002 speech that President Bugh
gave In Cincinnati, :

More recently, Mr. Tenet has told friends that he was particularly angry when, appearing
recently on Sunday talk shows, both Ms. Rice and Vice President Dick ¢ cited Mr, Tenet
by name as the reason that Bush administration officials asserted that My, Hussein hed
stockpiles of banned weapons in Iraq and ties to Al Qaeda.

ZRlsa] =3y

Mr. Cheney recalled during an appearance on “Meet the Fress” on Sept. 10 of this year: “George
Tenet sat in the Oval Office and the president of the United States asked him directly, he said,
‘George, how good is the case against Saddam on weapons of mass destruction? the director of
the C.LA said, ‘IVs 2 glam dunk, Mr. President, it’s a slam dunk* *

Philip Shenon reported from Jidda, Saudi Arabia, and Mark Maozzerti Jrom Washington.

Py mescom/2006/10/02/washington/03rlosn 2 ei=5088 R 6x=5627222b..10/1772006
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Tenet Recalled Waming Rice - washingtonpost.com Page 1 of 3

washingtonposteom

Tenet Recalled Warning Rice
Former CIA Chief Told 9/11 Commission of Disputed
Mesting

By Den Eggen and Robin Wright
Washington Post Staff Wiiere
Tuesday, October 3, 2006; A03

Former CIA director George Tenet told the 9/11
Commission that he had wearned of an imminent threat
from al-Qaeda in a July 2001 meeting with
Condoleezza Rice, adding that he believed Rice ook
the warning seriously, according to a transeript of the
interview and the recollection of a commissioner who
was there.

Tenet's statements to the cormission in Jamuary 2004 confirm the outlines of an event in a new book by
Washington Post Assistant Managing Editor Bob Woodward that has been disputed by some Bush
adminisiration officialy, Bur the testimony also is at odds with Woodward's depiction of Tenet and
former CIA counterterrorism chief . Cofer Black as being fustrated that "they were not getting through
to Rice" after the Fuly 10, 2001, meeting,

Rice angrily rejected those asserfions yesterday, saying that it was "incomprehensible” that she would
have ignored such explicit intelligence from senior CIA officials and that she received no warning ar the
meeting of an attack within the United States.

Rice acknowledged that the White House was receiving a "steady stream of guite alarmist reparts of
potential attacks” during that period, but said the targets were assumed to be in the Middle East,
inchiding Saudi Arabie, Yemen, larae] and Jordan,

"What I am quite certain of, however, is that T would remember if T was told -~ as this account
epparenily says - that there was shout to he an attack in the United States,” Rice said. "The ides that I
would somehow have ignored that T find incomprehensible,”

The meeting has become the focus of a fierce and ofien confusing round of finger-pointing involving
Rice, the White House and the 9/11 Commission, all of whom dispatched staffars to the National
Archives and other locations vesterday in atternpts to sort out what had occurred.

Members of the commissiog — ap independent, bipartisan panel crepted by Congress to investigate the
Sept. 11, 2001, terror attacks - have said for days that they were not told shout the July 10 meeting and
were angry at being left out. Ag recently as yesterday afternoon, both commission chairman Thornas 1.

Kean and vice chairman Lee Hamilton said they believed the panel had not been told about the July 10
meeting,

But it furns out that the panel was, in fact, told about the meeting, aéc@;d.ing to the interview wanscript
and Democratic commission mmember Richard Ben-Veniste, who sat in on the interview with Tenet. The
meeting was not identified by the July 10 date in the COTOIMISSIon's best-gelling report.

http:f/wwashmmp;astc@trwwpedynzs;;emfie;nﬁagﬁa&fze'céf-i_czckzzm@e;&1{0@2{_3;@137_--3- - 10/17/2006
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Tenet Recalled Warning Rice - washingtonpost.com Page 2 of 3

Rice added to the confusion yesterday by strongly suggesting that the meeting may never have occurred
&t all ~ even though administration officials had conceded for several days that it had. A State
Department spokesman said later that while the meeting definitely happened, Rice and Tenet disputed
Woodward's characterization of Ler response.

"The briefing was a summary of the threat reporting from the previous weeks," State Department
spokesman Sean McCormack told reperters traveling with Rice in J iddah, Saudi Arabia. "There. was

Asheroft said in an interview yesterday thal he was never briefed by Tenet or Black abouf an imminent
dornestic threat,

"I didn't get called on by Black or Tenet if they were going around doing such briefings,” Asheroft said.
"If in fact they were meking visits to emphasize the severity of the domestic threet, I'm a little
disappointed they didn't bring that information to my attenfion.”

Neither Black nor Tenet has made any public comments about the agsertions in Woodward'’s book.
Woodward declined yesterday to comment in detail, saying only that he stood by his reporting.

Tenet gave testimony about the Fuly 2001 meeting with Rice at his Langley headquarters office on Jan.
28, 2004, ocessionally referring to charts end slides. Philip Zelikow, who at the time wag the
commission's executive director and now works for Rice, was present along with other commissian starf
members, according to Ben-Veniste and 1o a portion of the transeript, which was read to The
Washington Post by an official with access to it.

At ane point ip the lengthy session, Tenst recalled a briefing he was given on July 10 by Black and his
statf, according to the transcript, He said the information was so important that he quickiy called for a
car and telephoned Rice to arrange for & White Houge meeting to share what he had just learned,
according fo the transcript and Ben-Veniste,

It was ut this session that Tenet gaid "the system wag blinking red," which became a chapter title in the
COUMIISSIOn teport, according to the official who saw the ranseript.

According to three people present at the session, including Ben-Veniste, Tenet believed that Rice
responded seriously to what she had been told. "We particularly questioned him about whether he had
the sense that Dr. Rice and the others on the White House side understood the gravity of what he wag
telling them,” said Ben-Veniste, a former Watergate prosecutor. "He said that they belicved that they
did. . .. We asked him further Whether Dr. Rice just shrugged this off, and he said he did not have such

hﬁp/fwwmmtmmwwm1fzeeﬁfiwezfmwmezﬁm87% 10712005
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Ben-Veniste's comments seem to contradict his own remnarks over the weekend to the New York Times,
in which ke said that "the mesting was never mentioned to us." Ben-Veniste said vesterday that there
was confusion between two different meetings and that the meeting described by Tenet is different in
character frora the one portrayed by Woodward.

Zelikow, who now works as one of Rice's closest aides as & State Department counselor, did not respond
to 2 request for comment yesterday. He told the New York Times that nong of the commission's
witnesses had drawn attention to a July 10 meeting or had outlined the type of confrontation with Rice
described by Woodward.

In comments to reporters, Rice also denied that she had endorsed ousting Rumsfeld at the end of Bush's
first term, although she said she did tell President Bush that he might want to consider changing his
entire foreign policy team.

"1 did tell the president at one point that [ thought maybe all of us should go, because we had fought two
wars and had the largest terrorist attack in American history," Rice said. "When he asked me to be
secretary of state, | said I think maybe you need new people. I don't know if that was somehow
interpreted, but what I was actually talkink about was me."

Wright reported from Shannon, Ireland, and Jiddah, Saudi drakia Staff writer Walter Pincus
contributed to this reporr.

© 2006 The Washington Post Company
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MEMORANDUM ron CONDOLEEZZA RICE

FROM - RICHARD A. CLARKE

C SUBJECT. _

JUBE some Terrorisc Grouny

A3 we noted in cur briefings fex You, al pica {g net some

narrow, little terrorice issue that ne i
broader Tegional Policy. Rather, ssveraj of our regiopal

trganized, major Foree that is uging g

al gida ig the active,
va two goals;

diztoreed version of Islam 85 it vehiecle te achie

. "o drive the ug our of the Muslim worig, forcing he
withdrawal af sur military and &conomic presence ip countyles
from Moroeces Lo Indonesia; '

~~te replace moderara, modern, Western regime in Muslin
Sountries wiph theorraciag Madeled alonyg che lines of ihe

Taliban.

.21 Qida aFfecky cenkrally our Policies en Pakiskan, Afghanistan,
Cenkbral Azia, Noreh Af.;ica and- the gee. Leaders ip Jordan and
Saudi nzahis Sce al Qids z3 5 direcr threae ro them. The

EW [E.0. 12058

; i Richard a. ¢ larke NSC RECLASSIFICATION REVI
Reasom: g 5{d) (xg) /RS Exempt In part and redacy a2 shown
by D.Sanbora Dags 4772004
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policies, including Trag policy and the Peace Frocess. we would
jor. error if we underestimated rhe challenge al gids

\ - Loses, or over egkimaced the stabllicy of the moderste, friendly

regimes al Qida threatens.

Pending Tive Sensitive Decisiecns

AL the clese of the Clincon Administrmian, two declsions ahour
al Qida were deferred to the Bush Administration,

-- First, should we provide rhe Afahan Northern alliance
gNough assisrance ro maintain i ag a Viahle 2pposition fores rp
I believe rhar the Northern

be effertively taken our ©f action this Spring when
The al Qida ss*

-

end ite persopnel elsewhers, where they
intereses. rop 20Y assistance rp gsl

there in rime po effect che Spring fighting, a decision iz

- Second,
allow them to [«

Qlda/ IMU threars

-~First, what the pew Admim‘.mraﬁion'says o the Talibsn
and Pakiscan abeut the imporcance we attach ko ending the al
Gida Sanctuary in Afghanistan. wWe R%¥o separataely Proposing
early, strong messages co boch,

~~Second, do we Bromose gignificant'pragzam growth in the
Fyoz budgee for anti-al Qida cperaticas by CIa and countcer.
terrorism training ang assistance by State and CIA? '

“-Ihird, when and how dees the Administration chease ko
¥espond to the attack on the U23 cole. That decision is
vaiougly complex. We egan makes some decisions, sueh a8 bhe
those above, now without yet coming vo S9ripa with the harder

decision about the Cole. on the tole, we should rake advaniags

Gf the pPolicy chat we "will respond at a time, place, angd fanner
inte knee Jerk responses.

Of our own choosing” and not bhe forced
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Aktached is phe year-end 2000 strategy on al piga develeped py
the lase Adminiserarion Lo give to yoy. AlSe atracheg is the
L 1883 Strategy. Neither WaE a “coverk accion only» approack.
Both incorporared diplomatie, ‘BConomic, milicary, public
diplomacy and intgiligence toels, Using the 2000 Paper ag
hackgraund, we could prepare a decision Paper/gulde far 2 BC

1. Threar Magnitude: Do rhe Principals agree that the g1
WOrk posez s first order threat vo ys interesty in 4
number or fegions, or ig Chis analysis a "thicken lirple« ovep
reaching ang CaR we proceed wi thout maser new initiatives and by
han‘dling Ehis issue jin 2 MOre routine manner?

2. Strate i If it ia a first ovder issue, how should

the exigeing BEZatagy be modified ox strengthened?

Two slemencs @f the ‘existing Strategy that have not been nade tg
Cwork effectively 4re a) going after 32 Qidatg noeney and h)
Publie infarmatian LO counter 43 Oicia bropaganda,

3. FY02 Budger.
inte Fyos for Srace and CIA Programg 4

3l Qida sprg begy?

: & Immediare AN iens:  Should we initiace BB
Eo the Northern Alliance and G the Uzbek-g?

Attachmene ‘ '
Tab a December zgap Faper. Strategy for Eliminating the Threat"

from the Jihadisr Networks of al-gida- Statug and Prospecty

Tab B September 19sa Paper: pel.yiy Plan for al-Qida
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