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1. 1Italzan Senator (Independent Left) Leligl~B a s s o
.~5tated on 17 October 1874 thad the second sessidn of the
““Russell Tribunal on Latin America will be held in Brussels

on 11-18 January 1975. The therg of the sesgion will be the
role played by multinational comphpies, and/the polaitical/ -
economic powers behind ther, in thé explojyfation of Latin

AmeTican raw materials and manpowver N n a¥liance with local T~
power groups. Ba.so said that he doe ot expect the session -
to be as brailliant as the Zirst sessigh xn Rome but that he ~
does think a1t will pay sufficirent diyidegds in the sense of -
affirming the Trabunal's goal of es¥ablishing itself as a ol
new venue for international jurispfudence,\ His immed:iate e’
concern, he added, 1s finding th¢ necessary’\funds t:\fgvegti /

Ny

the session's expenses.

2., Basso said that a tlird and final sessyon on Latin
America will convene in Cangida, possibly either Montreal
or Toronto, perhaps with tHe session opening in Mdutreal and
concluding 1in Toronto. (Kiebec, however, 1s also a ‘Rossibility.
Basso sard that he woulg' prefer French-speaking Montxeal but
that his Canadian cerigspondents have indicated a preference
for Toronto for the erftire session because of 1ts proxdgity
to the U.5. and the frester possibilaty of media coverage.
Planning for the Cgnadian sessioen 13 currently on the bas\s
of a June 1975 dafe, he said, although he thanks that will
- allow too little/ time between sessions for proper planning.
In commenting ofh the problen of raising funds for the Canadiay
session, Bassd noted that he had bzen promised complete fundaini
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if he wi.2.d select Damascus as the session site,hpt that he

had rejooced the offer since Damasgmg ¢legriy iisihot suitable
for convening a meeting to be attemdéd by international press
and other iaterested groups.

3, With respect to long-range plans for the Tribunal,
__Bassy said thet the Tribunal Committee of 25 members has been
_ cansidering a number of current repression cases, with foremost

Jrconsidération being given to apartheid in Sguth Africa, but /
< that no definite decisions have yet been made. One possibilits,
+  he said, would be a sessicn on repression in the USSR as a mpans
s ) ﬁﬁél QJI the Tribunal’s impartiality and credibilitys He
added ths c

a session, if held, could net occur hefere/307%
at the earliegt and, in any case, would involve three stages-

a. Gonsideration of the proposal by the TrAbunal
Committee; “\although four Communists sit on the Lommittee
their opposition could be easily overcome.

b. Definition of the Tribunal's goaly’in such
manner as to préglude 1ts being forced or Mmaneuvered
into acting on behalf of particular grougs being
repressed in the U§SR, for example, the/Jews, preparation
of documented case studies; and identyfyang and obtaining
the participation of \yWitnesses.

¢. Raising of fumds from a $afficiently wide
variety of contributors %o prevept the accusations of
partisanshap and of havinj sold/obut to the “imperialists™
that would 1nevitably be made ¥y the Communist werld,

Basso said 1t would be premature/th speculate on where these
sessions would be held, but comeented that a spread of sesslons
on different continents would Be desigable fox maximum impact.

omment: Sge of 22 May and
° ctober 1974 for eaylier reporting from
Basso on this subject.)
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