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STANDARD FORM NO. 64

Office Memomndum :

TO : R« Mr. Fisher Howe DATE: September 6 1955

rrRom : OIR =~ Philip H. Trezise m :

suBjEcT: Soviet Arms Offer to Egypt

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

) OIR concurs with the conclusion of CIA regarding the plavsibility
of the reported offer of Soviet arms to Egypt and Savdi Arabia, and
would like to make the following comments

l. Tt should be stressed that prineipal motive of the Soviet offer
was Egypt's and Saudi Arabiat's vigorous opposition to the Turkish~Britishe
Iragi alliance. The lack of suecess by these countries in obtaining arms
from the West serves rather as an added opportm::.ty for Moscow then as a
motive,

2, Isresel was not mentioned in the CIA report, Clearly, Soviet=

.
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Israsli relations would suffer if the USSR sold arms to the Arabs, Moscow,

however, probably discounted this ill effect in advance since the Arabs
present greater opportunities for exploitation.

3. There have been no relisble reports of Soviet offers of arms to
Syria this spring, though the USSR undoubtedly offered diplomatic support
and may have suggested that more tangible Soviet assistance would be
available if needed.

L. The USSR has never ceased to indicate its opposition to Western~
sponsored military alliances in the Near Bast., Moscow would not feel that
this necessarily contradicted its relaxation-of tension tactics,

g 5. OIR has received all the information indicated in the CIA repo\

with the possible exception of CIA wnnumbered report, June 29, 1955, (DRN
and DRS have no record of such a reporte) The report, however, only added

detalls to a previous report. OIR published IR-7022, Recent Soviet Offers

- of Economic and Military Assistance to the Middle East, SECRET, on August
19, 1955, and has reported on developments as they occurred in DDB'S,

Current Foreign Relstions, and Soviet Affairs, See in particular CFR's
for Jume 15, June 22, Jwe 29, July 27, and August 24, and recent issues
of Soviet Affairs., Information marked SENSITIVE or CIANOFORN was not
included in_Soviet Affairs or CFR's,.
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6. Covering letter, page 1ls Ahmed Husayn is still Ambassador to the

7. Memorendum, page 8, begimming of Section C: DRN/NEB believes that |

this statement is too strong. While it is possible that some individuals
among the free officers and even in the RCC may feel suffic:.ently hostile

to the US to find such a course personally attractive, it is very doubtful
that anyone would at this juncture advocate rupture of relations with the

US. Advocacy of strict neutralism would be a much more likely thing -
. at this time, ‘
DRS : VKalmykows jnl SEGRET
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The Honorable John Fester Dulles

The Seoretary of State

bepartment of State

Washington 25, b, €.

Dear Mr. Seoretary:

In answer to your reguest to the Director of
Central Intelligencs, we ave submitting the following
views and the sttachsd analysis,

Bovlet Ambsssador Danlel Soled
| ) shnioa : gonomlie a&ai&%&&%& t@
Egypt, im@luﬁing f&ﬁan¢img of the g}ﬁ?ﬁ%&ﬁ ABwan
high dam. At this time, Nesr reportedly iaguired
whetheyr the Soviet Unieon would be w to barter
ecevtain items of hesvy artillery for inu sotton,
to which Soled replied that he was authorized to give
an affiymative answer.

In iste July, B. T,

el&b@r&te& the Soviet offer. Shepllov reportedly
offered not enly alr and ground arms but destroyers,

pe~yeu by Anbassadeor Byroade, Ahm&&
Husain, Egygzt:' ‘ormer/ ambasgador in Washington, in
dizcusain -.‘ ghepllov offer, told Byroads

in Cairp ¢ Juded a gotten barter deal to
fnance %ﬁ@ high %@w, 100 NIG's and 200 tanks. Jet
vombers (probably IL-28's) were alse maid to be avall-
able for 37,000 B an pounds (eguivalent to $106,000),
Soviet spokesmen sortedly almo gupgested in discussions
with Bgyptians that 1f direet neg

otiations with Moseow
embarrassed Cslre, Waresw or Prague could offer the

‘same deal,
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A report that Radlo Moseow had broadeast in
Arable to the Near Bast sn offer of fyree militery
asglstanse to Bgypt appears te be ln errer. The
latest FBgyptian elaims ave that Radlo Israel made
the stabtement on 10 August, that this statement was
pleked wp by an Egyptian monitoring statien, and,
as B result of haste and carelessnsss, was passed
to the press &s having been broadeast by the Soviets
in Areble, and with the parsgraph eoneerning military
aid deleted, These reports and simlilar ones all
apparently originate with Egyptiens. They may be
exagperated in order to bring pressure on the United
States to satisfy Egypt's milibary needs on favorable
terms, The feet that no Western monltors Intersepted _
any sush broadeast, cowpled with the lack of metiva- V///f

tion foy the USSR to broach an offer of sueh magnitude
and porbent in this manner, ralees the possibllity of
deveption, which we are still trying

to eoniirm,

e past weeks, the USER,|
has offered Saudil Arebia economic ald
and military equipment. This approach wasg made by
Soviet Ambassedor Lavrentisv in Tehran, firet to the
Baudl ambasssador and then to King Baud, and Deputy
Foreign Minister Yassin, In the apring of 1955,
Soviet offers of military, economis, and diplomatle
aid were also reported made to Syris.

In owr opinlon the USER direetly or through its
Sateliltes 1s able to dellver the items aspeeilically
mantioned by the Bgyptiaps; heavy artillery, teanks,

Jet fighter and bomber gireraflt and destroyers, in

the gquantitises that could censelvably be absorbed by
Bgypt or other natlions in the Areb league without any
perceptible effeet on its own arme program. Only in
the event the Soviets anticlpated gensral wayr in the
relatively near future would they have any sompelling
reason to hang onto all of thelr vast stockpile of this
chsolescent materidd: For example, the sarly alternate
fate of the MIG-15's is probably to be turned inte
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Moreover the Soviets are undoubtedly well aware
of the almost paychopathle prececcupation of Arab
leaders such ss Nasvr and King Ssud with bullding
thelir arus strength and would caloulate that the
gsurest way to achisve a reml position of influence
in those ecountrlies would be to become a substantial
supplier of arms with the attendant reguirements for
Soviet technieal and posslbly tactical training in
thelr use,

It 48 also qulte consistent with what we know
of current Soviet external trade programs for the
USSR to be willing to offer such eguipment for
indigenous currency or basic commodlitles wlth lavor-
able terms as t& time of repayment.

Finally, 1t seems to us that the present Soviet

drive to relax tensions between the power centers of

East and West could well have as & concomitant a
subordinate policy of sowing seeds of disecord in
such trouble spots ax the Near East,

We, therefore, conclude that 1t 1= well within:
Soviet capability to implement the reported offers
of arms ald and that it iz probably their intentlon
to do so if the offeree goverrnmenis accept thelr
proposals.,

Sinceyely,

, C.P, CABELL
Lieutenant General, USAF
Acting Director
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