T, ALLMAN

Y AUNTIANE, Fri - Ame-
rican officials met here this
weak with a representative of
the Pathet Lac in an attempt
W secure the redease of an
Alr America employee who
wss captured by the commun-
ists in September 1963,

The prisoner, identified 22
Eugene DeBruin, a B8ritish
resident of Hong Koog, was
captured at Sepone, a Pathel
Lao outpost near ths VYiei-
namese horder in southeas~
wrin Laos, when he parachul-
ed from an Alr Americs C47.
Such alreraft are usually used
o ferry rice and wmilitary
supplies ®  remo govera-
ment outposis,

DeBruin was reportedly in
the company of {four other men,

A

pﬁsoner

dirse of them Americans,
when the pilane wani down.

n an interv inday, Sot
Pathrasl, the V mese T~
prasentative of the Pathet Lao,
said that United Siates had
shown interest in securing
De Bruin’s relegse {or some
time, and thatthe British Em.
bassy had also contactsd him
ragarding the matter.

American diplomats mesd
irregularly with Pethrasi us-
ually to discuss matters re-
lated to US losses on bombing
missions over L.aos,

The United States Govern-

US asks Pa het Lao for swsida’ vn %

ment, working through the Hed
Cross, has given the Puihet
a0 e names of 71 Ameri-
2ans missbg v e commu-
ndst zone of Laos, These are
mostly offlcers of the IS
Alr Fogeo whose planes have
crashed curing missions over
1g08,

Earlier this week, the 1S
Embassy here arranged a
meetlng with Arthur J, Hes-
ford’a brother, 1.4 Peter Dean
Heaford of the IS Alr Fores,
who was 1081 over Laos in
March this ysar,

According o wall-itdorme-
ed sources, the ralease of
American priscoers held in
the communist soue of Laos
probably cannot be expected
grdl] the Paris peace falks
move closer io the sub el of
Laos,
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