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THE SOURCE EVALUATIONS IN THIS REPORT ARE DEFINITIVE,
THE APPRAISAL OF CONTENT IS5 TENTATIVE,
(FOR KEY SEE REVERSE}

1., Western brosdcasts are the only sowrcs of factual information for the poople
of Czechoslovakis, The Czechs lock forward to these broadeasts, and it la my
opinion that the over-all effect of the broadeasts in good. Only = small
‘mmmber of Czech families do not have radios, and they eventually hear about the -
broadeasts from their fellew workers, neighbors, close friemis, or relatives.
Listening to forsign broadeasts im not forbidden, but spreading what one hes
heard on the broadcasts is punishable by law.

2, T estimate that as of Juns 1952, .80%. of all radio receivers in Czechoslovakla
were capable of receiving foreign broadcasts; the remaining 20% wers not : .
equipped with short wave, During World Waw II, the Germans ordered that the \§
short wave unita had to be ‘removed from radios. When I left, radio sets had
to be registered with tho postal authorities, and a monthly tax of spproxmately
20 crowns had to be paid to the postal authorities on each sst, Resistors, : . -
condensers, both rotary end stationary, transformers, suppressors, and cablnets
wera 2ll in ample supply from war surplus sbocka, bul there was a serious C
shortage of radio tubes for replacement, A1l radlo tubes were repaired by a
branch of the former Phillips concern on Karlove Namesti in Prague, Bocause .
of this, amateur radio repairman were doing a flourishing business, It segiiaaxeD ORiGINAL-RETf'?'
to me that an effort was being msds to replace zll radio sets of forelgn e

 manufacturs (primarily German and Americen) with Tesls products. Tesle,rpdiocs _
were usually very good, but quite expﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁé e ?@% /% A o .
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CEXPLANATORY NOTE
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Smuer Deseription: A deserplion of the indivain i} from wnoem. and, when pertinent, of amy
otler Dodroaond threwy wiem the inforeottion v v ened, ’ :
. Soaree Dvidnfos: Anindoa FOIVR ERMR T S S O TR DU TS T RN M LR
P gt aze s o0 2o loomew g vy B L 1 20 U ¢ U [ P N PRAT) ERL PR I SR
o Lot G bR Bone ety abed other fetera 1o b ot ULl seeinse 3 of tee sairee’s reports,
Tre sttazew ervidinadon is detmitive in e sonse that ibrelects everything krnown about the seuree,
including lits previons record of menerteng, 1 tre report’ wag ree vt STom ene s swcee targesh
another, »arl is ovadunted separaidy. The hexy Gilipws:
l-' .
. A: Complstely reliable.  B: Usually reliable.  C:iFairly wdmbie, Dr Net uswadly rofi-
abit, [t Not reliable taplad ta rources of danbitul fionesty or loyalty, rematdless o Hedy
competenee).  Fi Relability cansol be judged (applicd {o untostad o insuticiently {osted
SOUICes), . : .
Appratizal of Content: A tentative oninion by the issuing oiice as to the probable truth of
the reprt, onjaesied either verbadly or by mivens oi L osamb:er fram 1 whroasic 5. 1 is based on - .
i medizntady wvadintle intermation wluen may or may net he eomplete, and does not purpert to
conzt:tute Ll evaluation.  The key follows:
1: Cunlirmadd by other independent and relinble sources.  2: Probably true. 3: Dossibily .
true, I: Douotful.  3: Probably false. G6: Cannet be fudged.,  Documentary: DBased on R
an origmal document which has been seonn Uy 4 stall member of the issuing office.
The appraisal of conlent is independent of the source evaluatinn, A “I sotres may submit
a2 1" report; an'E” source may submit a 1" repmit, Relisble sources tend to prodare accurate
reports, and conversely o series of a2ecmate reports ends 10 estabiisn the pelipbility of the
scurce, but there is no necersary correlation in any particular instarce,
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-The‘bzechs listened to almost all of the foreign broadcasts,

particularly those between 1800 and 2400 hours and early in the
morning. Jamming, of course, had the effect of cuttling down ;
listening but it was not as effectlve 1n some locallities as

others: it was particularly bad in Prague, Some listeners used sar-
phonee which seemed to lessen the effectivencas of Jamming., Using
earphones had the added advantage of preventing those around yow
from knowing to what you were listening. Jamming seemed to be
strongest during weekends and until ildnight. I heard tallk aboutb
the stationary and mobile Jarming sfations built by the

Government; their design and efflsiency gllegedly waes better than -

that of the German atations during World War ILI.

From their experlences in World War II, the people learned %o awoid
being caught listening to forelgn broadeasts, My radic was not pover-
ful enough to receive Western broadcaasts, in addition to which I was
afraid that the police would pay me a surprise visit, so I visited
frienda to listen or was kept informed by people whom I trusted, -
The house next door to me was occupied by St3 offileials and on

many occasions I heard VOA and BBC bro.dcasty through the wall
between the two houses. )

In my opinion, foreign broadeasts are th' most effective means of
propeganda for people behind the Iron Cu:aln that hes been used

up to this time., VOA, RFE, BBC, the Canaaian Broadcasting Service,
and Radio Rome could be heard even in the most remote portions of
Gzechoslovalkia, and the programs were generally well 1iked, This®

wae particularly true of V0A, BEC, and RFE, S8oma of the Czechs thought
of RFE a4 the volce of emigrants end nothing else, although RFE alwaysn
seemed to be well informed on events in CZechoslovakla, On the

other hand, on VOA they heard Czech-fimericana. The most unfavorable.
thing I ever heerd aboub VOA was thﬂt the broadcasts were go badly
Jammed by the Communists,.

Cn the Wnoie I was petisfied with VOA broadeasts, but I do know that
the Ozechs would like more news with commentaries; some people were
not able to listen regularly and therefore csould not meke & true
anelysls on the basls of partifl fects, In my opinlon, VOA should
aveid too much praise of imerica and the West and stress the bad
oonditlons 1in Czechoslovaklia, VOA should make every effort to keep
up With the latest events in Czecheslovakie., Those who prepare

the broadeasts should lmow Czechoslovalkisa; they should keep in |
touch with events in that country by listening Lo broadeasts from °
Prague, reading Czech newspapers and talking to those who have -
escaned frem that country. -
Although the Czechs do not want to heer too much praise of the US;”
they do want to hear how the people in the U8 live, what they are
éable to buy with thelr wages, how their homes are equipped, ete,
The Communlsts attempt to degrade everything thot can be termed
"Ameriocan" end oonbinuallv criticize the Ameprican way.of life. They
often find material for their propagends mills in Western broed-
casts; for.instance the musieal progréms of Jazy.or beebop Whish
2re broadeast as "pomething speciul™, To the American public, sueh
muaie mey be something speslal, but it does hot appveal to the -
average Ozech. The Communists point to thie type of musiec as the
only type of musle enjoyed by Americans., Regardless of how muoh
fun the Communist gag writers poke at the US, the Czechs will re-
+ain thelr good impressions of the US,. they will still regard the
US &8 "Iirsi" in everythiog, and will have faith in the sfrength °
and help of the US. The Czechs look to broadeasts fram the Weat .
to tell them what steps %he Wesb is taking in the long process to'
liberate those behind the Iron Curtain, put they do not expect -
miracles. The Czechs do not like obvious propagenda, whether from
Moscow, their own government, or the West, One of the reasons that
the propagende from Moscow has had po. 1ittle effect 18 that the
Communiats do not ‘reslize the high cultural level of the Czechs.
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I would like to make the following suggestlons té be taken into
consideration in preparing broadcasts for the Czech pecple: .

a. All ¢ommunist chargea should be answered by the West with
facts, If these charges go unanswered, the people begin %o
think that the charge 18 true, or that the Hest is not ] .
_capable of glving suitable answer,

‘b, The Czechs want to hear news of what 18 going on 1in the other

. Batellites -- but. they want facts. ‘ v

¢. The pegple of Czechoslovalkia are always eager to hear the true
faets about those who have succeeded in fleeing their country;
how they were received by the West, and how they are making a
living. .

d._-CQmmnnist tyrants should be denounced by name and with faous at
every opportunity. -

e, HNews programs and commentaries should be repeated so that the
greatest percentage of the people would have an opportunity ‘o
hear them, .

f. From time to tilme, the embargoes levelled against Czechoslovakia
by the US and other -Western countries should ‘be explalned; the
reagonsd for such economic measures should be spelled out. 48 I
recall, nothing waes ever saild on this subject by the West; the -
only time 1t was mentioned was by the Communlsts in. their “hata
America" campalgn.

g. Huamor would be greatly appreclated by the Czegchs; the CZeoh
comedian, Kohout, 18 well-liked,

h, -The Czechs particularly lilte the semi-classlcal muslic of sﬁdh
composers &8 Kern, QGershwin, Herbert, Romberg, and Friml, They
iike the modern music of Benny Goodman, Glen Miller, and Leroy
Anderson, In the classical vein, they like Dvorak, Smetana,’
Hubelilk, RAudolph Firkusny, Jarmila Novotna, Until recently - '
Vo4 broadeast & program by Pent-Bva (ilrs. Eva) every evening ' .
goout midnight, 'The program wes 15 minutes of modern Amerioan
43&22. This music was unpleasent to the (zechs, who did not
'thderntand ‘1t; I and most of the people I knew swltched the,
.radio off when Pani Zve came on, CEonuiL i,
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EXPLANATORY NOTE -
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Sowee Evalmztivn: An inede,nen of dhe vddinility of o tedien, expressod efthg verd
Ly meats of 2 leger imacrted pave athetiesily ju o ne sotiree decerioion, Reboininte s Lol
Jtenck of cetivity. honesty, wed otler DRetors Voo to adbes L W feenvesy el Lhe sontee™s 1epe”
A e Qeimi gt e I L sense Ut i eeilmots evorvbonp hnown aosut the suaroe,
e duding bis provious record of oorting, 1 Dee pepoarUwars pecened fron o soure- tare h
pect ey, coeit s evidutod separste v ke hew 1 dbnes
o

A Compinrtedy vehnlde, B3 Usually reliable. C:iFaivly reBable. 1 Nob usuaily reli-
able. B N orehabile (appdicd to source, f doubiruf heg-sty or lovalty, rogeordlers of theiy
cometeneny,  I0r TteBability eannot be Judged Gapplied Gy unlested or insefliciently tested
Sguriva). ’

Apprrictl of Content: A tevtative opinion o tne jssuing eldee as Lo the prouable truth of
the report, (xpae sodd wither veriadiy or by neans o1 a number from 1 througit 6. It is based en
inedinted; maitsle formativn which may or max not he complete, and does not purlort 10
cuprtitnte Ll ovduatitn, The hey folluws:

1: Confirnid Ly other indepondent. and veliavie sources. 20 Probably true. 31 Possialy
true.  [: Doaotful. o5 Probably faise. 60 Caknet be aidpred. Uccunuontary:- Laded on .
an original document which has been seen iy a statf mernber of the wsiting office.

The arpeaisal of content is iedepandent of the source evalustion, A “RY souree may sutbmit
a "1 repert; an R source may suhwait a1 reprt, Reilable sourees Lend (o preduce acournte
Yepoirls, and conversely a ostries of geeurate reports tends to establiske the relisbility of the
seurcee, hut Lhere is £io neceasary correlativn in wny particular instine.




