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AMERICAS (continued)

Haiti:

Indefinite Election Delay

Provisional Electoral Council President Remy has\ \
that the makeup election probably will be delayed until at least 6 August,
with a runoff three weeks later. He cited logistic problems, such as the
length of time it will take to print ballots.

— Remy said he is willing to step down, a major demand of opposition
parties, but will not do so unless directed by someone with the
authority to dismiss him. President Aristide is the only person who
can remove Remy, and he has so far refusedtodoso] ]

Remy has not offered any other concessions to the opposition, such as
increasing the number of races to be rerun. In fact, local press reports say
the Council yesterday disqualified 27 more candidates from participation in
the runoff. Press accounts say 12 of those are from opposition groups or are
independents; the others were not identified. The Council says it eliminated
them because they were involved in the destruction of election materials.

— Opposition parties are likely to view the disqualifications as a
further reason to reject the election. |
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NEAR EAST (continued)

Lebanon: Strikers Seeking Showdown

Lebanon’s largest labor organization began a one-day general strike this

morning and called for public protests in defiance of a government ban on
demonstrations, according to press reports. The unions are protesting recent
tax and price hikes, including a 38-percent increase in the price of gasoline.

— Security personnel have been ordered to use force if necessary to
uphold the ban on demonstrations, according to press reports.
Hundreds of troops in tanks, armored personnel carriers, and trucks
reportedly are deploying to main road junctions and government

buildings.| ]
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Current Notes

NEAR EAST

Iraq: New Defense Minister

Army Chief of Staff Sultan Hashim Ahmad al-Jabburi has been named to
replace Saddam Husayn’s first cousin, Ali Hasan al-Majid, according to
official press reports. | Jabburi, who became Army
Chief of Staff in April, is a seasoned and respected field officer with
extensive tactical knowledge of Kurdistan.
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