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NSC BRIEFING

SOVIET BARTH SATELLITE CAPABILITIES

In 2pril 1955, the U SSR announced the formation of the Psrmanent

Interagency Commission for Interplanetar Commu.mcstlons. Thers is

other evidence indicating the existence of this Lommlaswon at least as

early as the fall of 1954. The public announcement was the first

offiecial indication that the USSE was actively enwaged on problems

nssociated with the launching and orbiting of earth satellite vehicles.

The six commission members nemed are among the leading Soviet

scientists; their competance in such fields ss astrophysics and nuclear

search is internationally recognised. One of the first tasks of this

commission WES stated tc be the organization of work for the creation of

"autonatic! laborstory for scientific research of cuter space. This

"'WtOﬁ&t;C" laboratory is believed to be an unmenned earth satellite.

TTI. Since

attributed

its inmention to psrticipate in

late 1955, numerous unofficial statements have bzen
to Soviet scisntists concerning Soviet intentions to launch
during the International Ceophysical Year (1 July 1957 %o

ber 1958) . In September 1956, the Soviet iGY Committee announced

-+

the IGY rocket 2nd sarth satellite programs.

Howsver, no detailed program was submitted sand we still do not have firm

information orn “he numbers of vehicles, their size, and the Soviet

lawnching plans. although we do have some data which indicates that the

numbers of vehicles involved in @ﬁ'iﬁ&é&ogram generally approx1mates those

T

in our program.
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IV, The USSR will probably meke a major effort to he the first country
to orbit an earth satellite. On the basis éf our estimate of Soviet
guided missile capabilities, we bélieve that the USSR possesses the
basic tqchhical capsbilities, skills, snd other rﬁsoufces reg,ired to
develop, build, and orbit an unﬁanned satellite vehicle, ¥s believ&

that the USSE has “he -capability of orbiting, in early 1957, = satellite

vehicle which could acquire scientific informstion and dets of limited
military value. A satellite vehicle possessing substantial recomnaissance
capabilities of military value could probably be orbited in the period

1963=55,
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