
Writer Accused of
By Sad Gilbert
'PM to Illar-lka

ROME—The ideird an
American writer brought to
trial, in Italy. for AlieledlY
debuting the menial el an
Italian Pope sowds like it
would mike a good subject
for a novel or a movie. But
for American author and
adresawriter Robert Katz,
die &Move scenario is real

' IBS. •

Katz,. in fed together
}No
/Pith Italian

ai dCterpear.cargew -

Cosmatos, is currently
fighting a libel tadt brought
by Contests Meteors Ros-
sipani, the greatniece of
the late Pope Pius mil,
charging that the film
!Massacre in Rome," taken
from 1Catz's book "Dub in
Rome," "defamed and of-
fended the memory of the
supreme Pontiff Pius X11."

"Massacre in ROOM" tells
the sort of the "Posse Ar-
dea;ine' incident in Mareb
1944 In which 33S Roman cit-
Irene, many ci them Jewish,
were executed bYtly Hesyr:

Po in reprisal for the kilkag
or 33 Gannon S.S. troops by
Italian pertisaw

The Alm, like the book,
claims that Pits XII was
aware d Had Owl for the
amassers Ina ands no at-
tempt to prevent it. The
Vatican, on dm ethic bend,
has always denied that the
Pope had any foreknow-
lave of the Meted. .

Katz, who could face a

year., has claimed thalet
erisou term of .to

duds years at rewire* for,
"Death in Rome" document

Defaming Pope Pius XII
his conviction that Pow
Pius XII knew about the
hePendng massacre but did
not intervene inordar not to
endanger the orderly Gar-
man retreat from Rome mid
the city's occupation by

•
a

allied trows.

was Nam
Katz says

in hisresearch

of Italian and American
endow as dell as an inter-
views with pprsow involved
In the Incident, nth as for-
mer S.S. Col. Rum Doll-
meet who he nmintsins, told
Ido the 4: bad bow in-
formed of ad plans mid

could have preveatwi them.
Earlier this ysar, however,
In an interview with a Ro-
man Catholic news Nana
hare Damen denied that he
had ever made such dew-
dont

Katz's Inners have
asked for tesfimoor front
the present Pontiff. Paid VI,
boo was a man vatic= an-
del at die time of the mas-
sacre as well as a good
friend of Pius. The only
Mit from the Pees so for
came in early March when
In the course al the usual
Sunday Massing, the Pontiff

told an asserabled crowd a
11.000 that "Pius XII was a
man who strondlY defended_
justice aid pews, twei was
concerned for even belleet
misfortune.
during the war. Yofee-9The Pops WWI, obvious-
ly in reference to the Katz-
ftnd triaL that Pius XII
was "totallyinte= in
l	

low
ardy net	 when-

ever he could wherever
human life aid liberty were
adenoma"

Other winnow Mast
-ed by die deism are ler-

mer B.S. at firtiart

pier still. irviug life
cement in Gaits, in
era Rah% for ordering the
massacre, (in de Alm the
rated Kwisier_is	 bY
British actor •Ri	 Air-
ton and Jesuit historian

Robert

Vtliartic=kintils has
Asked that Luigi Cardinal
Voids, who was chancel-
lor of the Holy
Church in 1 sad

an
a coanteresplawage

agent, be ellowattotsitily.
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