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?;o uﬁf :;A Ur. Krunoslav DRAGANOVIC, a Croatien priest act.ve in Church-regime affairs
J¥ during the Pavelic era in Croatie (1941-1944), .ecently turned up in
* X p . . y N - » ey 03 . R
FSI S Serajevo after more than 24 years of self-impos:d exile, explsining Rhis
L. b voluntary return to Yugoslavie in a lengthy let.er 1o Sarejevo justice
authorities. The text of his le*ter was later .ublisned in the prosg end
has given rise to caustic comment in pariy ranxs concerning the
auihorities' nandling of the Draganovic case, Dragancvia, winlie aweliting
action on his arnesiy reguesti in connection wita his investigaiion
concerning war crimes, appeared unénnounced in Zagred in Noverber and ir
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a sequel thereto a picture cf Draganovic in froail of Freedom Bridge
" Zsgreb was published in a Zagreb evening.deily. Draganbvic!s trav
aboul Yugoslavia have not unexpectedly caused the Croatian top pe
lead2rship to disclaim pubiicly any vart in the decision allowing
Draganovic freedom of moverment and to comment caustically that until court
action has been completed Draganovic's moveirents around Yugoslavia were
"politicelly harmful and provoking justified revulsion" (Zzgret's 200).
Thus, tihe initial handling of ine Draganovic cas 2l

by Yugoslav federal

authorities hac seemingly not produced the desired propaganda coup; in
addition, the Croatian Catholic Church has maintained ‘2 siudious silence
while the Croatian Communist Pdrty has disavowed any responsioility i{or

the case.

This state of affairs, particularly the refusal of tne Church to decon?

involved, has apparently prompted a change in regime tacilcs ul?gcted a

attempting to force some conment from Church scurces. This would avoear
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tc. be one of the moctives behind publication of an ardicie 1n ~ece
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on d@gue of the Cathiolic megazine Danica, denouncing Draganovic I2r n1s WoTaes

) J
Necontrol
FOR DEPT. USE ONLY

Exempted Crom Autcisatic

FoR ‘ — LIMITED OFFICIAL USE
. (o]
. 62 05'32}/ . o Ota TJ0ue
O:afted by: K Contenta and Uluuiﬁc:nﬂln{;@vedbyi
Forhitnaa el BRI3en

Cleatances:

N/.\z'! ‘VA=I7AD ORIAALD

L
TSN/ TV T UIOG

OUSUREACT rﬁ‘CUURDTRMWITH_ \5(\;%74_
)




Ii-

To give broader public coverage to the Danica aitack on Draganovic,
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of charity and brotherhood at a belated date af*eér having lived

abroad for more than 24 years as. a "pelitical cnauvinlst and extremist
in emig*auion " :

Politika of December 21 published excerpts from the article, The Dznica

art¢cle vas pfobably politically inspired, if nct written by regime
authorities since panice is the publication of - he Associatiorn of Gatho
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: Prlesus, a siate-organized and supported associution ostensidly set up

to provide social services for priests, but in fact sei up to weaken the
hierarchy's cont rol over priests und to give the regime a° pOLlulua1 forum
among the lower ple“gy. A second objective of -he article with iis
reference to forced conversions and killings of Orthodox believers

during World War II would seem to be to keep.alive the former age-old
emnity between Catholics and Orthodox jn Yugosluvia and theredby o
tnwart efforts directed toward promotlno/%cumen-cal °p1r1t among

" believers.

Scurces in Cardinal Seper's office in Zagreb, wian asked %o cormens on
tHe Draganovic case, have indicated an osiensit.e cdisinierest in ihne
zatter by stating that Dreganovic is a private citizen; his return io
Vugoslavia was a pclitical, not religious act; and that he rerains os
far as the Yugoslav Catholic Chureh is concernme! under the spiritval
supervision of Church authorities outside Yugos:iavia. In sho‘u,'*hn
Church leadership plans 1o continue its positioa of pudlic silence on

the case, notw1uhstand1ng efforts of regime autAorlulns to the contrary,
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