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Dre Fordinand DURCAKSKY

I, Political sctivity until March 11.1939.

Dr,Ferdinand DURCANSXY was born on December 18, 1906 in Rajec. He became
deputy for the "Lidova strana® (People's party) — HSLS = in the Csechoslovak
Parlisment. The mimbers of the fkrst Slovak autonomous govermmant, appointed hy
the central goverminsnt in Prague, headed by Gen. Syrouvy were ! for the HSLS -
DreFerdinand Durcansky, CERNAK for the agrarian party and TEPLANSXY and LICHNER.
This event took plase in Prague on October 7, 1938, E , S

. " Durcsnsky together with Tiso, Mach and the rest of the Slovak fascist per-—
sapglities, approved an February 8, 1938 the agreement sbout & mrtusl course of

the ‘HILS: and the SDP ( Sudetendeutsche Partei)e This agreement was signed by

Andre) Hlinka with K.H.Frank, Arnost Fundt: and Inge Fr, Karmesin, the lesder of

the Slovak Germanse Into this agreement was also incorporated the united Hungarian

. party of Esterhaxi. Tmmedistely after the Anschiungs ef Austria Durcansky and Mach

nagotiated in Vienns with the Sudetendeutsche Heimatbund thromgh Rudolf Vewras

the purpose of thsse negotiations. being the destruction of Cmechoslovakia, He

alpo took part in ths organizing of a mass rally of the HSLS in Bratislava om

Jane S, 1938, during which the agreement of alliance was procleimsd between the —

among the founders of the “Hlinkova garda® into which they incorporated (zs a
nca_drne thm of the rmdmme crganization "Tura's Rodobrana®. Intotmthe
ssut to Pragus . Hassik 25 a permgnent resentative
MomdkmﬂJomuuuthaMémmmtheH;gmmludm
of Henlein's pertye On Septamber 19, 1938, upon the request of the Germsn minister
for Foreign Affairs, Ribbentrop, Durcansky agreed with the proposal to present to
the constitutionsl authoritfes of Czechoslovakia such radical demsnds which would

tring about & change of .the democratic institutions of the Repuhlie (Dr.Benes)
and slzo unfulfillable requests to Prims minister Dr.Hodza. Togethar with Tiso,
Mach and the others they called & meeting of the emecutive committee of the HSLS
for October S and 6, 1938 to Zilina, where a plan was worked out on ths baszis of

- which they ferced thas transfer of govermment and executive power snd later clso o
the ve porer to Slovalda, Immediately affer October 6, 1938 they dissclved - . .
the commmnist party, the Social demooratic party and forbade the activity of the _
‘Slovak Eational party, The other parties ( agrarisn, tradesmen perty etc.) mer

with the BSLS. By official decres thay allowsd the sctivity of the Hlinkova garda

. and armed Tuka's Rodobranae A1l the properties of the dissolved gymmastic asso=

- ciations were tranaferred to the Hlinkova garda, He took memenmt part in the holding .
.ardwhimounocmba'm,mﬁmto'theslwnkmtmmumgtmaﬂing .

to the pattern of Faxism and bolsheviam ( one party without oppositiod)e In the

press end radio he provoked hetred snd sntagomiem against the jews, In October 1938
Durcansky and Mach visited Sayss-Inquert in Vienna and the following day Hexman

Goering in Berlin, where they presanted the request thzt Oermany should zid Slovakia

to break mway from Csechoslovakis. At this occasion they promised thet an indepen-
EEXT dent Slovalia would be in close cooparation with Qermany in military, polie
- tioal and esonomic matters. On October 28,1933}_‘bhéy discussed the sams metfer in
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Munich together with Tiso and Ribbentrop, Later they confered also with othexr
German and Croatian fescists. In October 1938 they akked the Governrment of the
m:ﬂﬁeichandthatuffmndytodecideabmtmthemquestofﬂm?w
about ceding some Csechoslovak territoty, He took part with Tieo and Ir.Erno (the -
representative of the Prague government - Ministry of Forbign affairs) in the
discussions with the Rungarisns at Komarno, with the Hungarian minister of forelsn
affeire - Kanja. Following this the mntire southern part of Slovakis was ceded to
. Hungary on November 2, 1938. - . -

, . In February 1939, behind the back of the official Prague Government,

. Durcansky and Tiso, together with others, cammanced direct preparations for the

' " breek with Czechoslovakine They sent to Berlin a delegation of econowic end poli-
ticsl ‘officials for the purpose of working out with Goering the conditions of -
ewconamic cooperation between Slovaida and Germany. Together with Mach they per-
"suaded Ludovit Mutnansky to step up the attacks against Cszechoslovekia within
the fremework of the Slovak broadcasts from Vienna and to prove that it is ime:
possiblo for Csechs &nd Slovaks to coopevate in cne mutual state end stress the
importance to crecte an independent Slovek states During the first half of Merch
1939, when the “ermans were organizing unrests and disturbances on the territory
of the IT.Republie, Durcensly by his umwise steps and political demsnds brought
@bout such an internsl political situation between March 9-12,1939, that it was
oasy for the German officials to make use of it militarily and politically to  ° g
toke measures sgainst Cgechoslovakia, Together with Mach they called to Slovakis
groups of trained German ‘terrorists whe were supposed to execute sttempts on the
lifes of political officisls of the oppositicn, Thay tuvok charge end accepted from
" the Germens explosives at Potrsalka, which were later useds On March 10,1939 =
(11medistely after March 7 when the Prague government and Tisos's sutanoous :
© government were dissolved) Dr.Durciansky went to Vienna and in_broadossts exhorded
. the netien to reslstance against Czeshoslovakia and the Hlinkoda gardae He ordered
- them to accept ouly his requests and to takte over the power. The sams day he -
mads &xrangements for Hitler to send his plenipatentiary to Bratislava to discuss
the bresk of Slovakia from Csechoslovakia, He slso semt lHim a memorandum $n vhich
he protested in the name of the Slovak povernment against the steps takex'by the
official govermment in Prague snd asked for assistande of the Oerman goverznment for
tn independent Slovekige On Meroh 13, 1939 Durcansky end Tiso had disoussions in
Emth Ribbentrop, Eitler and others about the treak of Slovalda from Czechow

II. Activities ¢uring the existence of the Slovak state.

ST After the proclamation of the so-called independént Slovak siate on

: Karch 1k, 1939 by the Slovak Paxliament, Dr.Ferdiand Durcansky accepted ths
function of minister of interior, He brought about the abandonment of the demo- -
cratic gystem in Slovaldgz which resulted in the creation of a“dictrtor-like regim
in ‘Elovakia, on the pattern of the Nari regiz and the closesf cooperaticis with
Hui-Gm.mhi'chH,m”heaimdmmmtuwmngawMtcm
af,a."pcrt of - southern Slovakia to Hungary, Durcansky and Tiso agreed that the
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Oermans should diserm by force all Slovak military garrisons in western Slovalda

. and that the Oerman army should take charge of the military factories at Dubmica
and Povassks Bystrica. The also agreed that the German aymy should take over and .
transport to Germany all military materizl, weapons, gasoline, autemobiles etce
in the valus of over 2 billions Kcs, which considerably inéreaged the stocks of
the German army and dscreased the Slovak national propertye They &lso geve their
consent for German consultant to be appointed to the Ministry of National Defense
. in the form of a military mission, In August 1939 they completed discussions and
Tiso finally signed an agreement about the so-called defense gons in western
 8lovakia which rendered Germany outstanding assistance for tha future condust of
. the war against Poland and the USSR.Batween Hepch 13 and 23, 1959 Durcansky mst

. with Herman Goering and sigred en agreement with him about economic end politdcal
- cooperstion and inter<state peyments bestween the so-called Protectorste Bohemis =

, : In 1940 ha took part st an agreemsnt whereby Slovakla undertook to send
workers to Qermany § 100,000 - 120,000 persons), who were forced to work in the

Third Belch in different cities under dangerous conditions. Xt is necessary to

edd that the Slovak state accepted ths obligation to pasy in Slovek currency &t

hems whatever the workers could save in Germany, out of funds of the Nationzl banks ..

: Durcansky as a msnmber of the govermment of the Slovak state gave his
congent together wkth others to reconstruct state higinmays, bridgea and railroads
po that they-could serve Germany for military purposes and transport of material
&nd personnel for their attack against Yugoalavie and, Greece in 1941, He also ;
participated én the militery prepardtions against the westdrn allies and the USSRe
He agrred to send against the USSR a corps in the strength of 2 dividions (fast and
technical) and together with Gthers declared war on the USA on December 12, 1941 -
and glso on Oreat Britain. He was also co-responsmible that Slovakis signed the
X * Thres power pact®e S . : B

© " Durcansky ardently camouflaged the true facts and declared,-especially
during the time of the Slovak uprising in 19hh-1945, that the Slovak state is
. independent, praised Adelf Hitler, the German Redch, uttered slander against the
. Western powers and their govermment ingtitutions, Already then, when it was clear
: one that the fall of Rgxi Germany and consequently that of the so-called
Slovek state 1s imminent, hs began to make speechos emphasizing the unacceptance
' gai‘enenlofacmchgalmk state and pralsed and defended the idea of a Blovak

i

In this period DroDurcansky was also guilty, as minister of forelgn
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