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SUBJECT: Dr, Ferdinand DURCANSKY; His Political Activities; Political

Trials of Slovak Democratic Party Officials (Ursiny, Kempny,
-Bugar) and Their Affiliation with the Durcansky Movement.

Who 18 Dr, Ferdinand Durcansky, what have been his political aims %
and activities? Durcansky was gradusted fromthe Law School of Komenskeho
University in Bratislava and from the University of Political Science in

" Paris. His political activities were affiliated right from the beginning

with the Hlinkova Slovenska Iudova Strana (Hlinka Party). Although young,
he was gble sho;t],v after joining the Party to get an important position
and much influence, fle vas known as a person whose driving force m not
hindered by anything. He became publicly known especially as a fighter for
Syovak awhonomy and for atandj;ng on the side of the activists, "To reach
the goal at any price amd at any Bacrifice" was Durcansky's motto, In
October 1938 he became the member of the first S)ovak Covernment as a
Minister of -iixstiu, later as a Mindster of Communications. In the spring
of 1339 he ;'mpport.ed fha movement for independence of Slovakia with the
help of German Nazi leaders, >His close friend and political collaborztor
(fzu) MUTNASEY was sent to Vienna, where through the help of Nasi radio.
(Badio Vierma) he broadcast_..ed Slonk-ianguage lectures su;;potting the o
ixﬁepehdaice movement., Durcansky was the man who ia the critical tine. of
March, 1939, left Slovakia for Vienna and looked for help to anyons who
could support his personsl aims, He established comtact with top Mak:
leaders (e,g, Baldur von Schirach) and prepa.reé the wa& of his ¢en political
benefits st the expense of the Slovak nation's fate. He made the first step
for the visit of Slovak politicians at the Fuhrer's headquarters and joined
Dr, Jozef Tiso in his flight to Ritlers Hesdquarters, There, ﬁn 13 March
1939, they decided about the future of Slovakia and the next day proclaimsd
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in Bratislava the Slovek Republic under the support and suspicfies of
Germany and Hitler himself. Durcansky became in the first Slovak -
Qovermméat the Minister of Foreign Affairs, He vas a ;Qol_itical

1

radicalist and wes behind the move of the purge of Karol Sidor,

'.Hinister of Interior, After Sidor's pnrgo Durcansky took over Sidor's

Govement position too,

In 191 & rumor spread in Slovakis that Durcansky accumulsted eround

Iimself some individuals known as radical-politiciens, The namas of these

politiciens are as follews: Dr, Falath, Karol Murgas, K. Mutnansiy,
Dr. Obtulovie, Dr. Krejcovic, etc. The reputation of the mentioned
persons was listed as unreliable, These people wsre against correct
policy of Tie\o and his Goverment, and plz'dged themselves for cleser
collaboration with the &zis. on the one side, but on the other side were
making plans for the unlimited riding of Sjovakia themselves. Dr. Tiso '
u Slovak President met lutler in the so-called "Salzburg meeting"”,
mcceeded in purging’ Dnmanslq from al1 high<level political positiom,
and in this whe (Dr. Tiso) was able to contimue in his poncy "to
e&lvage for the Slovek pation vhatever could be selvaged”, ,Dnncanslv
and his fellowers were not arrested or otherwise™ pnniahed. Thay just.
had to give wp thair public activities, . ;
Tho period 19h1-19hh can be listed in regerd to Durcansky as a ‘
non-poutd.cal in the sense that he did mot perform any pnbuc politicsl
eotivities, ) . '
Atter the Siovak uprising with the near battle lipss in the East.,
and allied victories on the Western rr:;xt, the ‘Slovak Oovernment reali:.cd

together wvith Dr, Tiso that its eudstence was nearing thé end, [urcanslky,
ua&"{. m —1ie
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on the other side hand viswed this possibdlity. as his last chance to =,
become a leader and take over the Govermment of the S:!.ovak Republic.
He started a new radical movement against the Allies base_sd on anti~

" Commudet propegands. But it was to late for him to do anything, His
last public eppearance Has at a radical-ycuth congress in.PLestaxw.
Durcansky 1:& together with other members of the Govermment, high renk
officisls, Party functionaries, etc. for Austria or Germary. o

of War crinimls asa pmscribed Fnsc;et.

e
e

‘ The exile activities of Dnrcanslq can be shortly divided into

tiu-ee parts: ,
1. Hfst erbod; Comruon exile problems brought all Slovak 4 -
: fpt:»fl.:l.t.:l.t:al refugees togethef in one camp, based of the thesis of "con-
_tinnation of the Slovek Republic®. . Bt this thesis could not laa't long, -
] becaunc of the legal establ&shment of the Cr.echoslovak Repnblic by peace
treaties and Unitad Nations acceptonce,

2, Second periods Political efforts to form a };omon*-
organisetion for establtsiment of freedom and independence of Slovakia. '
Durcansky pmved himself once again as & ndical, and after some argnment:
with S_ddo: and his tollove.rs Durcansky organized a independent sepamtdst
organisation V- Slovensky akeny vybor (Slmk:ktimi' Comz_ittee).n Eere
are same laad.‘..ng named of his followers: ;)r. Polekovie, Dr. Erajcovic,
Dr, Meciasr, Dr, Bartek, etc, The split was & x'esnit of two different
political conceptions .and characters, On the one side, Sidor with honeet
patriotism and lavs for Slovak mation; on the other side, Durcansky,

. ..:-pQJ-it(;ggJ_:{:g_ggbl,ez.t, ratarialist and totaliterian who is usingithe Slovak e --;~~~:‘--'\-‘--"*:.>-;‘-."."'-.§
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ution aa an instrument of his desires,
-Third period: Durcansky left Europs (came back last rall)

for Argentina (the only country vhere he, as a Fascist, could find
Support) and pushed his activities through SAV (branch offices in Austrix

and Germeny), using all means without concern to accomplich the gozl of
his personsl benefit. » '

The case of Jﬁn URSINY, Deputy Chairman of the Slovek
Democretic Party and Deputy Prime Minister in the
Csechoslovek Government from 19h5 $111 October 1947,
In the middlp of October 1947 the Cossmnist Party represented by
1ts Govermment members brought up charges against Ursiny on the bhasis
of atrili:ﬁion and 11legzl connections with the noval.:ent eand orgenization
of the'Second Vorld Var criminal, Dr. Durcansky®s The charges were.
brought up on one of the Government meetings arnd were not given publicly
at that ti.me.. The démocntie members of the Govermuent first considered

_ the charges a8 & Comunist Party move to compromise the democratic lsaders,

nd in this manner to get rid of the fighters against Commurmist mctivitiee,
The srgmment between the Commnist lesders and the democratic partlest
representatives went through 3-i weeks with the final result of a
Compromise: Ursiny to resign from his governnent post and submit his
defense stary to the goverment, The Communist promised that, in the msan
time, they would mot meke public the vhole affsir, and any further action
would depmd on.a nev govarument issue after Ursiny's defense atory. But
the Commnists did not keep their word, In the begimning of November, 1947,

the’ police (the police force was under the Camunist Mnicter NOSEK)
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arrested all members of Ursiny's cabinst, The named of _azfi'esteea' R
are a8 follows: Chief of the Cebinet Dr. Kubricly, Private Secretary
Dr, Ondrus, Chief of the Legal Section Dr, Kalous, Press Secretary '
Jen Obuch, Secretary Iil4 Simakova, etc. A1l were released from prison
in two days except Jan Obuch and Dra. Kubricky. Charges were bro;xght
up especially against Jan Obuch who was sccused of being a cut-cut bstwoen
Ureiny and Durcansky's movement SAV. Ursiny was forced to resigm sconer
than egreed in the govermment mesting, ' ‘ o o
The Press Secretary Obuch was sccued of mainteining contact with
SAV movement in Austrie and Germany through Durcansky's aéet_:ts. of 211
the agents of Durcensky, only a certain (fnu) Komsndera was mentioned
by nome. (The neme Komapdera was knownto the public in com%}on with —
the case Bugar and Kempny - see below). The police claimed that seme .
compromising material was found in the safe and desk ofaObuch's ctfice:
two letters addressed to Obuch from Germany brought inside %f Csecho-
dovakia by ¢':oux.-1ers, propagands msterial and newspaper issues éphuahed
by SAV, proved connectione with members of the Slovak sepa.;'atist nove- .
xent in Itely (probably Udine, vhere was located the Radio-brosdcast
station of SAV), eto,  « _ .
During the police interrogation, Obuch claimed that he informed Ursiny
ongll issues, that he nainta.:i.nad f.he comnections with Ursiny's blessing,
that he shipped scme secrst Goverment raterial to SAV on Ursiny'e advice,
etc, Kamandera also claimed during the police innmgation that Ursiny

‘kmew a1l about it, On the other hand Urtimy demied 21l cherges and
and claimed he never spoke vith Obuch about the matters under inquiry and
: . /
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did not maintein any connections gither directly or indireckly with
Durcansky or SAV movement, ) o
Ursiny wes arrested shortly a.ttei the Commnists took over in |
Felrvary 1948. He was brought before a political triel in March 1948,
wes found guilty on &11 charges and sentenced to seveni years in prisen.
From w own uperience » I Jmow for sure that the private aecretary
of Ursiny, two daya before the Police search, broke into the desk and
safe of Obuch to find out if thers was any compremising materizl as
cleimed by the Comwunist cherges, He did it on orders of Ursiny and of
the Secretary General of the S}ovak Democratic Party. The Private
Secretary took a bunch of materisl from Obuch's desk but did not get
& chance to go through the safe. The mentioned Secretary is now in
exile vobld.ng for Vbice of America :Ln‘Nm/r York., ZThere is no question
that Ursiuy‘knew about the activities of Obuch and that he discussed the
matter with bim. The question 18 only how far Urs;d agreed with théae

activities,

Persecution and politicel trial of Dr, EKempny and
Dr. Bngar becuase of affilitation and contacte vith
Durcansky's movement, _ _

According to th_e agreement between vtl_:e Slovek D¥mocratic Pu'by‘
and the highest representatives of the Cathrii¢-Church before the last
free elettions in Csechoslovakia in spring 19L5, Kempny and Bugar
becare members of House of Representatives for the Slovak Democratic
Party and Secretaries Gemeral for the‘amg Party, They both were
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Catholics with good relations with the Catholic hierarchy. _ -
© The Comunist Party tried from the beginning of 1947 to comppo-
mise by any means the dsmocratic leaders, especially the lndividuals

" who were fighting Communism wvithout fear. As a part of the mentioned

Comrunist move was an attack against Kewpny and Bugar. The attack was

" a public one onthe base of anti-Government activity, affilistion with

the Slovak Separatist movement in exile, spying for the mentioned

movement, etc.

After this public attack Kempny and Bugar were put before the

House investigation and imwnity Committes, Before the imrunity

Comdttee the Commmist members supported by the Social Democrats brought
charges aéainat both of f.hem (Kempny and Bugar): They #ccused them of
moral. and finencial supportime of the Slovak Separztist movement in.
exile, of connectioms with agents worldug with Dnrcansiq and the SAV
organization, of spying for the .ncntioned organizatiqn, etce As witness
the Communist brought & certain (fnu) Komsndera who according to the
Communist was an agent (courier type) of Durcansky and wes caught by the
Ceechoslovak police after being shadowed for weeks, EKempny and Bugar
dented a1l charges, The House Camifttee with the votes of Commmdst and
Social Democratic members against the votes of democratic members by &
majority of two released Bugar and Eexpny ror‘ a regular 'poiice muﬁgauon

and triad _ procedure,

The public opinion was that the charges were contrived te incriminate
the subjects, and that Komandera was an agent#pmocataur of the police,
. The trial took place only after the Communist coup d'tat, Kempny

1)
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and Bugar were saptancad to long prison terms, although they bbth plesaded
not guilty on a1l charges, Komanders, the police witness, testified .
that Kempny and Bugar were carryi_ﬁg on the contact with him giving .
him financial support and reports for SAV, (Kempoy admitted only that
" Komandera tried once to approach him, but that he himself did not commit
and collaboration with the witness). »
In mMay 1948 I wmet in 'Gemaqy and spoke with a Slovak politiéal
refuges (en engineer - I do not recall his name) who came to Germm
in 1945 end was a prominent member of Durcansky's movement. The mentioned
person who was living in an m:ranién DP camp at Begensburg told me that’
Kﬁma.ndera was his roommate in 1945-1946, Be lmew also that Kowandera's
ﬁiasion 1n S]_ova.Ha was to make contact with prominent representatives of
the Catholic Church. The emgineer testified also that Komsndera accosplished
in 1946 a few mission to S)ovakia very successfully, and that he did not
retwn from one of them because he was caught in slovalcia by the

Czachoslovsk police, _




