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_YUNHDENTIAL

though 1ong-range Soviet objectives appear to include the acquisi-
tion of bases on the Straits and the establishment of a “‘friendly”’
regime in Ankara. Soviet-armed Kurds, however, may start
trouble along the Turkish border in order {0 establish grounds
for subsequent Soviet interference. (Ambassador Wilson in
Ankara believes that the possibility of Soviet use of force any
time after 15 April cannot be ruled ocut. By that date roads
should be dry enough for large troop movements,)

ITALY: Allied military position--SACMED reports that Yugoslav
iorces in Zone B of Venezia Giulia now total nine divisions. Should
they open hostilities, SACMED states that (a) units of the XIII Corps
in Zone A would have to withdraw, since there are not sufficient
Allied forces in Italy to reinforce them adequately, and (b) even

if such reinforcements were available, existing supplies could
support 2 maximum of four divisions in northeast Italy for cnly

a limited period. SACMED, therefore, urgently requests informa-
tion on what land and air resources would be made available should
the Yugoslavs begin hostilities.
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ing to General Clark, there is little likelihood that the Prench
British or Soviets will live up to their commitments to turn over
to UNRRA on 1 April sufficient food to supply thelr respective
zones for 80 days. Should that be the case, UNRRA may not be
able to assure a 1200 calorie ration scale {or Austria. General
Clark, therefore, intends to -hold in reserve a 80 days' food supply
for the US zone (over and above his 60-day contribution to UNRRA)
to meet any emergency. '

FAR EAST

KOREA: Joint Commission to meet soon--General Hodge reports

that the Soviet Delegation arrived in Seoul on 18 March and that

the first meeting of the US-USSR Joint Commission is scheduled
for 20 March.
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