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Ameng Germans in Middie Zast.,

Trangmitial of Newspsper Article Conceraing Dissensien

The full text of an article entitled ®German Rift in M.E.® sihich lppsa‘ed

'Department,

Bymeﬂsim

“GERMAN EIF? I¥ H.E.™

NER
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- "A gericus riftbatwaen the Kasis in the Middl East was
revealed last week by Iieutenant Robert Brandenberg, formerly
of the Wehrmacht’s Lifth Infentry Division and now of Jerdm's
Arab Legion, who came home to Osnabruek, Germeny, on four weeks
leave.

"Brandenberg, a ﬁﬂscner in a British P.O.W. camp in Egypt

when the Arabs attacked Israel in 1948, was smugzled eut by an

underground Nazi organizatien and brought to Beirut.

The undexr

ground organization’s Beirut office; calling itself German
Prisoners® Committee, was rm by Comt ven Hardenberg and recruited
¥agi officers for aecrv&.ea with the Arab armies.

slater ong themmbrMUashkmmbymBmm
Nazi office; yun by former Gestapo officers and SS men, Couwn® ven
Hardenberg was farced tg leave tha lLebanon and in 1949 set wp &
rival German Committee in Armman %o recruit Nazi officers snd tech-
nicians for the Hashemite armies of Transjordan and Irag. The

Central Commitiee of Germene in the Middle East in Caire (now under
SS-General Otto Remer) nmrany took exception to Hardenbergis
step and issued an ultimatum to disband the rival Amman Committee.

Von Hardenberg refused, and in July, 1949, two motoricus Nasi war
eriminals arrived from Syria in Arman, The eriminals were $S-Colonel

Rauff, farmer chief of the:Gestapo in Milan and wanted for the murder
of at least 3,000 Jews and Jtalians, and Waffen<SS Major Kriebel,
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in the Jerusalem Post en July 2k is transmitted as of pessible interest te the
The author of this article; Mr. Heimmn, apparenily found the sub-
stance of his material in the German press end has presented it in a manner

designed to appeal to the Israel publie.
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They kidnapped von Hardenberg and brought him to Alexandris
where he was murdered, Brandenberg was alse repeatediy
threatened, but he hopes that by disclosing the threats in
the Geman press, bhe will be left alone.

®Aecording to Brandenberg, the x1f%t among the Germans
in the M.E. has now assumed serious proportions. The Germans
serving with Transjordan ‘and Iraqi forces try to present then-
gslveg as professional soldliers with mo interest in polities.
They alse try to disassociate themselves from the Gestape-run
Gorman missions to Caire and Damascus, whieh are led by such
noteorious war eriminals as Remer snd Skorzeny in Egypt and Rauff

and Sauvant in Syria.

‘skbmW, now in charge of the German Mission to Egypt,

- has insulted General Farmbacher, formerly the mominal Chief of

Mission. Farmbacher complained %o Nagib, but Nagib took
Skorzeny’s side and General Fammbacher is leaving shortly for

Germany, together with Csnerals ven Munzel and ven Ravenstein.

*Tn their placs, Skerzeny and Remer have recruited SS-
Colonel Ermmst Wilhelm Springer and Colonel Ernst Zelling.
Zolling was chief of inteliigence and security branches in
Rormelts Afriks Korps. He is now Nagib's personal adviser on
intelligence and security matters. Adenauerts Federal Govern-
ment 35 also purposely helping to widen the growing rift among
the Nazis in the Middle East; by announcing that all former
Wehrmacht generals and colonels will be eligible for pensions,
bonuses and posts in the new German Army if they retum to

Germany before December 31, 1953.%
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