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A 1. In a privase off-the-record conversation, Ludvig Brhard, West German

) : Minisser of Tcomomic Atfairs, stated that the West German-Soviet treaty is
Turely jolitical, and ttat the volume of Soviet-West German trade would have
incredsed in the same amount without a formal agreement. The treaty, according ‘ |
to £rhsrd, actially complicaces thé exchange of goods because of specific | .
quovas laid down in the agreement. The treaty will be hard to carry out
sinu:. th- Soviets will not be. able to sell vwhat they offer in Germany.

2. E:ard is f.lly aware of the pressure from West German businessmen
for incr.msuAd trade with Poland, The West German Government, however, cannot _ .
tiy gooda rram thi. Poles which are not saleatle in Germany. He cited coal

g
.hages as Ar example and referred to five million tons of German coal

lyine a4 the jitteads. Erhard stated that a new trade agreement with Poland ,

is very tard %o -egotiat~ and that, since the Sermars are unable to work

0.5 ¢ vir pla %y wre simly cxtending the agreement three months at a

DISSEMINATION CONTROLS CLASBIFICATION

8-B-C-R-E-T - SH\ARE\ l

TO: AcsL AF. NAVY, ICS. OSD, STATE NSA, (CI, ONE, ORR, OCR

. DECLASSIFIED AND RELEASED y
scemu INTELLIGENCE Ageppy
Nfzuln:izncirluousexmnun3525
ussaasc
LTty DATE 2008 - L.qi}swg,n;;Acr

NIFORN

Y~




.
.4
%
o

0

RS
/

v

CLASSIFICATION

S-B-C-R-E-T

SECRER

DISSEMINATION CONTROLS

TDCS -3/354,65+ | 8 May 1958

-

|
|
g

colors” (sic).
Headquartere Commeny:
and from ORR.

Pield Distribution: None.

| I

time. Eriard added "I am optimistic, but see the entire problem in dark
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