13 January 1955

MEMORANDUM FOR: Chief, FI/Plans/Cover
Attn: 00/Contacts

SUBJECT 1  Request for Support from the oo/cenmu Offices of
. o ) and [ ;
1. On 29 January 1955, ~ of this Branch intends to

proceed to Los Angeles, California, in order to contact Paul VOH
WJ FIRKSS, 1641 West Eleventh Place, Los Angeles 15, Californis, for

the purpose of debriefing him. VOH FIRKSS had been a lieutensnt
in the German Army during World War IX and had served ez an

~ intelligence officer in the Baltic States, vhore Just prior to the

. ceasation of hostillties, he organized a German stay-behind net.
This Branch is desirous of procuring as many details as possible

. regarding Germsn intelligence activities in the Baltic States.

2. When contacting VON FIRKS3, r— 2 plans to uge the
alias (T =1 he has an AGO card in this. &lm wvhich he will
use if the need arises. If the occasion warrants it, C— hanes |
will ciain to be an official of the military establishment. Unless
VON FIRKES' English is fluent enough for this type of debriering,
— = will conduct the interviev in German.
S Eoogpr _
- 3. While in Californis, — T intends to contact
v« Arnolds ERNSTSONS, who is & Latvian pastor reaiding &t 767 Silver
Avenue, San Frangisco, California. ERNSTSONS bad made 3
agquaintance during 1949 and 1950 in Germany when the former was :
the Lutheran pastor at the Diaplaced Persons Transit Center at
Wentorf, British Zone, Germany. 8ince ERNSTSONS arrival in the
United States, he has been approsched by a principal agent of this
Branch, who has procured gpufficient biogrephic data, enabling a
request for clearance. As a result a covert security clearsnce
on BRNSTSONS has been obtained. It is intended to utilige him as
a spotter of prospective agent personnel. In viev of thia, )
" —1vhom, incidentally, ERESTSONS knows by his true name,
" intends to contact ERNSTSONS so that he can be briefed sccordingly.

4. It is requested that the CO/Contacts Office in |~ =
inform VON FIRK33 that an official of the U.S5. Government desires
to talk to him any time at his conveniemce during the period 26
Jenuary to 30 January 1955. It is assumed thet VON FIRKBS is :
occupied during the daytime hours, necessitating that the debriefing
take place during evening hours or on & weekend. It 13 anticipated
that [ —_Jwill require either three full evenings or cne

- and & half veekend days to accomplish the debriefing. As a result,
4t would be grestly eppreciated if 00/Contacts could advige this
Branch when VON PIRKSS would be available and hold himself in
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- readiness for this debriefing during the cfomomtima periocd.

5. Inssmuch as U T71'is personally sequainted with ERKSTSONS,
he vill coryespond with him directly and arrange for a suitasble time to
meet as soon as this Branch has been informed of the dates an which

VON FIRESS will be availlable,

6. It is further reguested that & member of the /cou!:actu
Office acoompany [ = on his visits with VON FIRKSS as well
as vith ERNSTSONS go that any necesaary loual operational armgmmts .
c¢an be handled proparly ’

—
‘Chief, BR/2
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