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MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD1 | |
SUBJECTs 18 May 1962 Contagt wﬁh-s, VASTLEN

v ‘ ;:' )

3 SMtlm VASILEVSELS, » Latwian mtiaml. an satronomer ad
the Lick Observatery ot umxi«, Opdsforndpy, L . .. . .

 sions with wm oy MEM as a ‘ﬂmﬂﬂ mm In viw of

this, before sontacting ¥, the undersignad spoke ts Chief, 00 eoamu,
Frogpises, sud t0C ;gcaumumxm
then phoned VASILEVSEIS and ssheduled o meetdng for the Mw-tped., m
vaé umma as_ et e &aw. for 16 May 1902.

. 8¢ Mb Lok s losated some 19 torturcus and tvistis mmmw ~
miles from San Joss or approximately 60 miles from San Fyanoiscop thers
sxints o publis transportation o b Litk from San Joss.

8. Undersigned sulled on V ot his office &t the Mt Lick obmervatory

 at about 1320 hours on 16 May 1082, The meeting with V lasted until about

NAZI WAR CRIMES DISCLOSURE ACT

eiatas; appareutly all suberdina

1820 houra. vhem V broke it off o prepare himself for a night of abserving
the atars, The session vith V was inttr::ﬁ-;d some 8.8 times by Y's asscw
1y coxmlm vith ¥V on vartcous
matters and whom treated redpes bn'b tutarm ¥ prowed to be an
interesting omamﬂomxui wha apm iy, nunsg-nu;r, in dotail,
and patiently (though he had repeated ona of his stoy ‘some 3 tAmeme-hs
sajde~and though some of the story dates hoek to 1957 and 18 therefore sowes
what outdated. He made an exsellent iwpressfon, seesed very wuch the ﬂpert
in his field, was polite snd fatherly in his behaviour toward the undersi

- and appeared to apeak sendidly and without hesitation or mental reservations.
Undersigned fdontified himself as T =1 and used bia Agendy ervdentials.

¥ faitially suggested thet Bussian be used bus he then shifted back 40 Engw
1ish after his Russian proved to be somwwhod less fluend than his English,

44 The informatiom recorded balov sumsarizes that provided by Y.ie
the undersigneds (NOTEr No attempt will be mads to dupligate that m«m
tton already provided in 00-8-3,178,301, dated 10 February 1961, end iu |
ea«s-a. 196,678, dated 8 oawm 1081,)

 ®e VASILEVSKIS' speaisl mm of intervest in utranw ia mtrw\
matry (not astonometry as is indfgated in the cited 00 Reports). Morve spe~
eifioally, he is intedwated in photographis astremetry. Even more tmitiaalm
1y, wvithin photographic astometry, V 48 interested in "Proper Motions aad

" Parsllexes of Stars®, In brief, Bis fiald of reseavch deals with the followe

ings In aneient timee it had been sasumed thot stars de not move vhich hes
nov baen proved falssj the study af stellar motions therefore is nov apoone
plished with respect to diatant gellaxies which, for all practisal purposes,
are ponsidered fized, In the ﬂold of photographie astrometry, V, answering
my question, opined that he is one of hading antrmtrut. if not ﬁxe
most qualified and eoxperienced in the USA.
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b. Aecoerding to V, the Soviets are doing considereble work in
proper wotions but little or none in parallexes. The differsnce between the
US and the Seviet programs in this field is thet & speosial instrument has
been developed in the USA vhieh photographs ovaer 1000 gal,}axxea per plate
+hereas the Soviets have no sush instrument. The Soviels use normal astroe

grapha and therefore get poor results of gallazies. V's efforts in this field,

a8 8 result of the scientific papers whieh he hes writtem on thia topie, hawe
oreaged & clashk of sorts hatween the US and the Sovied Union—wsee below,
V's papsr on "The Use of Galdxies and Astrographa for Absolute Power HotionsR,
attached herewith, underscores the nature of the differences batween the USA
and the USSR aatromtrists on this topie.

c.. Soviet efforts in astrometry cem be judged from the fagt
that the USA has held a total of two astromatriec Sonferencea to date whereas
the USSR, im 1955, alreody had held 13 sueh conferences. One asprometris
conforence in the U35R, which oseurred some 8/9 yeors ago in eonjunetdon with
the dedicztion of the rebuilding of the Pukkovo Obsarvatery, had heen attende
ed by Brower, director of the Yale Observatory. Dr Herblek of Lick Ohservad
tory attended another astrometrie conferense in the USSR at the Byurakes
Observatory several yeara ago.

de V's exposure to Soviet astronomers dates back to 1951 when

four Soviet nstronomers, enroute to Camhridge, Mess., to attend & symposium
on aerodynamics , vieited Mt Lick after first yfsiting the Wilaon Observatory

at it Palomar. The four Soviets, who were guests of Dr Deutseh of the Wile

son Observatory, weret

1) Mrs (fou) MASEVICH, born cires 1920, Great Russian nom
tional, whom V descrilies as being"?ary brilliant”, as good looking, sExax
and as being a good estronmomer. She ia now & mmher of the Astrenomieal

* Counecil of the USSR Agndemy of Sgienmces. She works in the Sterberg Astronoe

mical Observotory st Moscow and ia the most itraveled Soviet aatronomer.

2) S.B. PIKELNER, born sbout 1913, Great Russian, stems from
Cr nwa., ROW as»ociutod with gonstrusting the large telesoope in the USSRy~
is with the ternberg Observatery in Moscow,

3) Prof. Dr. V,A., AMBARSUMIAN, horn sbout 1005, Armenian, one
of the wop Soviet seientists in Astronomy, is president of the Asademy of
ieiences in the Armenian 5SR and a member of the Academy of Sgiences of the
UstR. Jlis -ife 18 o Great Russian nationsl, A pieutre of AMBARSUMIAN, in
the compeny of Premicr KHRUSHCHEV, appears on Page 5 of the Armenian SSR

Acadeny of elences bulletin of 1961, enbitlod, "Sgobsheheniya Byurs ans_!g.gg

Observetorii".

4) (fnu) SEDOY, born about 1603, o Great Russian, is e pbysi-
cist +ho specializes in hydrodynamics (he gave V o reprint of one of his
corks on this topie}. Unlike the other aforementioned three Soviets, vwhose
nowes are -ellaknosn to ‘Jestern astronomers and whose names appear in Volusw
4 of the "Transactions of the Intermational Astronomigal Union", held in Moz
omRx.. cow in 1938, SEDOV was en unknovn quandigye

e, Inasmuch a8 V speaks Rusélan, the then Direator Shane of the
Liek 0 bﬂarv tory assigned v to the Soview as their guide, interpreter, 0'&0.




CL Alu, tam ﬂf then
.oF other such
" bg -ombarrass the Sovi
#averal days sud evenin

T '&bmtr wiahing to photograph ths double deck Oakland Bay bridge (PIKELNER. ]
. then‘apolegised for his brash request but, vhen permitted o do so by ¥V, oxe .

. presied amagement st being oble to teke photographs without boing controllad),
ot Getevs. . Upod arriving in SP, V snggesied that the:y “firat go to.lunch but

' qUeations, seamsd €0 Lnew evarything about V and his daekgruund M

| _‘W bﬁi:gi d&lh"&nd Y tht mﬂcm umnoﬁe_,, i

Vﬁa Ssa rrmlnm '

 plant. past whieh they

tagilities ot Mt Hamilton) ) however, V hégged off in ovder nob
- (s 48 an-"enemy of the Statat). '-During t«ha ftra&

ngsy ineluding. the two dinnasrs whi’ Ireator Shan

6Ye. ; '_'_oﬁa, Vs felatdonship with the four Soviets was

quiu formal and - pw&osann&! and he had no: eppcrtunﬂy o mka mn wm }

oF to discuss polities with thep. -The four Sovietsy without askh s

bim no quostionss ~Mry ‘MASEVICH waa obviously in eharge and the top
m gronv; smov,- +lsimed not 46 apenk & Eugltah, g b

. S, ~Mmmpers eneh morning (¥ wns alsg fn-‘éhaige of
adalls. $ thie ‘__{m“ the. pcricd of .ihc Pﬂ!‘i@m Pfiges

aached V “ mgs..:that ha uiahed to sét ssm !‘ranqiua on' t_h&_ -alimring
doy ‘instead of Iisbening onge agsin to dme of Amumm'n X -'}i. b whiy

“0n ihe i’nuo\dmg ' ix b “ 'dcbrtﬂt’
“he ’&W L :
iieve that, uugh L

mzona wu groniy 1
rave (SEDOY refussd to believe tha

ts the workéra apd that speq:

PIKELHTR: and’ SEDOV anggeum that ‘they buff sausages and bresd (I) and-est

‘thie.4n the gar in order to have some time to mhop. In short ordér ¥ gathem .

. '_E:_:L:wthat the two Soviets wanted to shop rather than to follow Shane's program in .

ing San Prondisgofmuseums; art galleries, University, et catera j, a8 &
$, he took the two Soviats on s shopping spreg (predﬁ.at»ad in sdvande by

« "-'=V'n wifo that this would happen). Ths Soviets were.  suazed that V'8 gar vas

whidked away at the modern Union gorage-.vithout the bensfit of #3lling out

' any forms whetaver-~ond.expressed songern over getidig the gar baok, Acporde .
dng 0 V, after gosmoncing their shopping at the Fmportun (medium oldss . “
T mm), he' was esbarrossed to:sed ‘these o distingulshed Soviet ssfentisss  °

ge into little ehildren vho wanted to buy up everything that they saw. .

" . 'Phey hought ha'ts Bor their wives, payisg no sttention to sizes, severad yards

. bags of flower o

N of the atiff mi.ting whigh 48 used for women's hats, ot cetera. This eontixmag

in séveral other stores until they wound up at Woolworth's vhere the Soviets
purghased a1l Mginablo Atous inoluding plastie bags for elothes, small

t\a wore ﬁo hwre liwd tn ‘V's hom (thare are ne lmuls

tnad Veqn&te), ahaat the mmy cars by- *':;aﬁ'ﬂrd 5»58@17.'

. and vegetoble aseds, ot detoras V. was under pressure to gat;t\he .
twa. SM&M to: an R/V near tha mlrpor# where 3] 2 Rgrbiek, vho was. respansibla
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for the other two Soviets, was to meot them. SIDOV and PIKELNER, who still
had mwoney left over and who wished to buy more things, finally decided to™
use the remainder of the money in Swoden before returning to the USSB hee
eause of the time limitations. ‘'hey expressed their gratitude to ¥V, who also
tock them on walks through vorious streats to permit the Soviets te glimpse
- YAmerigan life"; by purghasing flovers for V'a wife. Enroute buck V stopped
in a new hamburger stand near Pale Alto and the ¥wo Soviets did not stop
vondering at the low pricea for foed. In gemeral, both SEDOV and I’IKELRER
debriefed V on all 1mginabla fagais of Amarican life,

MASEVIGH, vho mixes easily and who likes to dance, was

quite gool to V and to V's wifey she kept her distange much more than did
the other three Soviets. There was never any question but that she was in
gharge. MASEVICH's partieipation in the 1961 IAU gonforence in Berkeley
strengthens V's vievs even more in this regard, Also; somotima after the
Seviets returned to the USSR, MASEVICH suthored sn artdele in the "Aastronomis
a?os y Rairkul; of the Asademy of Seiéences £n vhigh she had nothing '

gh praise for A.meriwan efforta in astronemy and for the excelddnd orgends
zational abilities of the astronomical afforta vhieh she had olimerved at
‘the Liek Observatery; she sonoluded by saying that the Soviats deuld afford
to learn a thing or two from the Americans. V feels that only a highly-uplmd
Soviet would have dared to publish something as hold as thia,

g« Aceording to V, he was not asked why he had lefi Iﬂtﬂm

No political diseussions were broasshed with the Sovietss V feels that the
So vievs were gemuine seiontists whe weve pursiking purely soientifia goals
(oxwept for the shopping spree)., V hod aot out to show these Sovieta the
“"Amsrigan life" and was happy to shun politieal discussions. MASEVICH
sent V greetinga an the Nevw Years following her visit to the Liek Observa=
tory. sonb V several hooks on Latvia. SEDOV, before leaving, had

given V and wife meveral packs of Russian paprirvoey (cigarettes)s .

ke V states that, somstime after the launching of the x:lrst 5
Soviet Sputnik, he saw & photogroph of SEDOV and PIKELNER in one of the Soviet
seientifie publisotions vhigh discussed the launching of the Sputnik. This
embarrassed him inasmmoh a5 he had seen how these distinguished saientists
had behaved themselves during wore informal momenta while shepping im SF.

i« V doaided not to attend the 1958 IAU oconference in Moscow
even though he is an American gitisen ond even thongh he would have been an
official US delegnote to the comference, The list of Americans who attended the
1938 Moscow Conferense ¢on be found in Volume X of the "Transagtions of the
International Astronomical Union", printed in Moseow, During the IAU Cone
ference in Berkely im 1961, MASEVICH and other prominent Soviet astronomars
eaked V why he bad not attended. V explained his reasons to the undarsigned

a8 followsy

' 1) Though relatively levelwheaded and mentally stable in
gemml, V agxsk opined that he probably would not have been able to keep
his temper under control ence in the USSR.
2) He 15 not gertain how safe he would have been in the
USSR though he is aware that various refugees, who have been pemitted
to vieit the US&R, have returned safelys .
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- of the Soviet efforts prior to this end sho was in charge of the "Lick

" Proper Motion Program into the Southern Hemipphere, be renamed frem the . 5

grom", V then rendered a lesture to point out that the Soviat progrem was -
~ similer in name only snd that Soviet primoiples differed enmtirely. This -

G

, 3) If he were to visit the usaaa. ¥y psyshologieally, would
not kxspm have been prepared to leave the USSR without first viasiting his
relatives in Latviaj however; he feels thet such a visit to them wight be
dapgerous or hormful to them.

" jo V's next encounter vith Soviet astrsnomers ogcurred in May
1959 during the 2nd Astrometric Conference in Oineinnoti, Ohde. (NMPE: Thias
is written up in the Astronomical Jourmal, Volume 83, #4, 1060 May -« No 1279.)
¥o Soviets delegates attended the lstb Astromtric Conference several yeors
earlier at Evanston. The follewing twe Soviets vere in aitendange at Gincin—

natis

' 1) A.A. NMRO, bora about 1610, of Mengol or Tartar eztx'w
tion with small slanted eyes, is from the Pulkove Observatery. V does not
trust NE{IRO,

2) Mitrofan Stepanavigh zvmwv, alse hern about 19&0 8 ,
gra.duate of the Moscow Conservatery, o good professional planiat, is alao : :
from Pulkovo. ZVEREV, whom V same b0 kuow better lateor-~ses below, {a a ?
“very typicsl, goodenstured, intelligent Russian® whom ¥ gharacterizes as
a good seientist who has a very pleasant personslity but who u ammt ,
on the shy side. ’

ke N24IRO and ZVIREV, bessuse of visa problems, were d&luyed
in arriving in Cincinnati and e.rrtvwd only aftor the Conferenge wes alrvady
in session. In the mstle, ZVEREV foergoet his cawera om the oirplane on
which he had arrived; loeal astronomers from Cineinnati immediately got fn
touch with the sirlines and the camera, to the surpriase of the Soﬂets, Gamp
back on the next plane (instead of being stelsn),

-1, NIMIRO spesks Inglish but ZVEBEY does not. . in, LA t'ogether
vith a Dr VYSOTSKY of the University of Virginia (now retired), was assigned .
as an interpreter, this time to IVEREV, V suggested thail the Agenay alazo
consult with Dr Peter MUSEN, horn about 1913, now with NASA who was then s
professor at Cincinnati University and in attendange at the conferem, who
wvos invited by the Soviets to deliver a leséure in the EERIXANN '
who associated considerably with the Soviets st IAU in Berkalny in 1961, .
MUSEN, a spaoianlist in "oelestial mephanies®, whose father fled to Yugoslavia
from Ruasia after “W I and vhom V met in mniuh, consulted with V a8 to
whether he should visit the USHR (he descided not to go)e

m. No political discussiona were held hetween V and the Soviets
a.t Cineinnati, The relationship between them vas warm and friendly wntil
the last day of the conferendge vhen there ccourred a g¢lash hetween the
Soviets and the American aatronomers. V, who had been relatively oritiecal -

Préper Motion Progrem”, took strenuous objeotion vwhen the Soviets insisted
that a Conferense reaolutian, aponsored by Yale and Harvard to extend the

"Lick Proper Motion Program" imto the "Lick and Soviet Praper Motion Proe i

olash disrupted the emtire conferense and Professor ORT of Holland, ‘then the .

1C . j
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IAU president, bad b0 step in to mediste. Ultimately, ORT waa sharper with
the Soviets than V had been. After considerable heekling on the pointeeths
Goviets did not wish to give in for pilitical reasons,; V fesls—ethe resolution
was pessed only when enother sentence was added to the reselution making mene
tion of the Yoviet program, but leaving the original phraseology aas eriginelly

“introduced.

ne The entirve purpose of the 2nd Astrometrical Conference was to
agtivate an astromstriecal program in the Southern Hemisphere. Aseording to
V, theve are many observatories and sstronomers in the 5. Hemisphere but note
hing of significance is being produced there. Meny reprosentatives from Loe
tin Hmericun observotorics were invited to Cineimnati and en atbewpt wvas =
mrde to establish eloser cooperation between the astronomers of the Northewn
and the Gouthern Hemispherea. 1In this gonjunction; the Soviets offered wo
send o Joviet expedition from Pulkovo to an esxisting observatoyy in the Southe
ern Hemisphere to set up the programe Argentine ultimately deelinsd the
soviet espedition but Chile acceptedw-wsee the 00/Uontacts reports for addie
tional details. Various deteils are 8till being ironed ont at this time im
this conjunction. " '

0. V'3 pext amounter with o Soviet astronomer occurred on

7/8 Noveuber 1960 ut the Lo Plata meeting in Argentina, Two Sovieta, NEMIRO
and (ViRLV-—sho had attended the Conference in Cincimnati, had beeén fsﬁhad.nleﬁt
to pi,rtielp&se et the La Plata “"International Meeting on Problems of Astroe
metry and Celestial Hegdhanies"j however, the Argentine goverument refused to
grant o viss to N:MIf0 who was suspeoted oB being KGB. As a result, only
ViEREV sttended &t La Plate in behalf of the Sovieta. (NOTEs Por nddititmal
details concerning the conference, See the attached pamphlet,) V suggested
that the Agency alwo consult with Director CLEMENTS 6F the US Naval Obsorvaw
tory und :ith 5C0TT, also bf the Naval Observatory, both of whom atiended the

first and the second as.!tromotrig conferenges plus the La Plata mﬁati'ng.

p. At Lo Plots ZVEREV was » very unhappy individualy he spemed

out of plaee and entirely lost without NEMIRD, ZVEREV was sseorted to and

from the conference by o meuber of the Soviet Embassy in Buenos Aires, vhere
the astronomers were housed while attending the Lo Plata gconference, who sgemed
to function ss VERIV's shadow. V was again designated to be z"mmv'a qff&-
einl interpreter.  VEREV was friendly teward V- who donduoted himself as

before without bLrouching polities. After the two day conference at La PlM&

the attending sstronomers flew to Rio Gazhegos (phonetigelly), the eapitdl of
sante Cruz, & smell and primitive towm near the Magellan Straits, for the'. -
dedication of o nev obsorvatory there. Besause of inadeguate hilleting fbcih\
lities, and probubly because V was /VEREV's interpreter, V and IVEREV weve
placed together in one swall hotel room om arrival at Ric Gaszhegos. V feola
tha.t such intimate contact with a Wemtern astronomer wmay have damaged

wV's professional career inasmuch as, though he had anticipated attonding

c.st ﬁerkeley, SNEREV did not show up at Beorkely in 1961, V gonsiders EVEBEV\B
absenece at Derkely to have been unusual a3 an astronomer of IVEREV's sta.ture\
should hawe urticipated. At the eonclusion of the dedication ceremonies
and while await ting on adrplone for Buenos Adres, YVEREV was again em!mrraasod
whew Hrower of 1’&1;, comaented abhout the great changes which had ogourred in

the U.i'R petween his tvo visits to that country (ome during Stelin's regime

i T7T7 «
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~ OPPIK, V's golleague~-gee below, feels that MASEVICH r

@
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and the other after Stalin's death). ZVEREV went to cmidar&bla lﬁagﬂw to a
deny that any sush shanges had ogourred and leotured, defensively, the
Vestern astronomers on dreaming up stories wbeut the USSRe Via childhoed -
friend and colleague and now an astronomer at Ia Plata, 8 Latﬂan n&timlg

Sergius SLAUCITAJS
born 1902 in Lotvia,

also related & similar incident about ZVEREV vhieh leada V to bel:llvé ﬂxat
ZVEREV recognizes the differenge between life in the USSR and in the Weat.
From argentina ZVEREV flew on to Chile vhere he jeined NEMIRO (V alse

- wont to Chile from La Plata but saw nefther ZVEREY nor NEMIRG. mﬂ}. e

qe V's last and most recent gontast with SMaﬁ &atmnomm
ogourred at Berkeley during the IAU Conference in Apgusth 1001, V wai- asked b’r
American members of IAU to be the offieial US host for tht SMet antrem-u
mers. bwiet astronomers attending weres

1) HASEVICH~wreported abovew.who ambed a8 ofﬂaial hmw :
tor for the Soviet group (she speaks fluent German and English)y In. inwrpﬂ—-
ting during the discussion eoncerning expelling Formoss from IAH, MASEVIGR :

‘was loss than literal and spoke extemporanecusly giving enly $he assanse of .

the entire discussion, This again led V to eonclude that mszvmn 1s qnue

highly plaged and responsible t0 ne one. . o
2) Boris KUKARIN, an old Communisty who was tha ort al

"political commimar® for the emtire Soviet delegatien though Profassopy . . :

3) AMBARSUMEANw~See 2boVewwvho o8 olaeted p,., tm
a.t Berkaloy. £ I
4) A.A. MIKHAILOY, director of um mlkaw Mm'hry.

?+ The foregoing Soviet astronomers qmm in a.dmgp of tha’

remaining Soviet delegates, some with their wives, and were permitted to vomd

and go as they wished. They had arrived esrlier in order to.paftieipate in 5

_the various aymposjums vhioh were scheduled in conjwiction with the IAU
Conferengo—aee bolow, The second group orrived later dod heye herded abaut

by an overseer, one TATISHCHEV, who was not an sstronomer. - (NOTBs - See the

- 2 Ogtober 1961 00/Contacts report op-the IAU Conferente in Borkalg whieh -
' 1

provides considerable deteil of whigh V is the soureeghn view of B no
attempt was mode to debrief him on the some information during the unddre =
signed's interview. A¢cording to V, in relating details about the IAU-
Conference +0 the undarsigned, he wes new deing so for the third. tims—-onda '
to the FBI and twice to the Agency. - Nonethelesa, though tlie undersigned. N
covered only the high peints, V related the atory oomming t-ho IA!J eon:tarum
in Berkeley without objoctions.)

.~ 8« V met Alexander Nikol&yaviah nwrscn, the Soﬁat aatronnmr
who 18 respomsible for the Soviet "Proper Motiem" program, whea DEUTSCH"
peid 8 visit to the Lick Observatory together with other Soviets, mambers, af
the Second group of Soviet astronomers. V desoribes DEUTSCH to: be about . =

63470 years to age and as an old Russion gentlemsn vho was a man of aultura .
DEUTSCH was very pleasont and very eord:lal in his discussions with V.. .&.ftar N
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Listandng to a laotare wmﬁdwv DRIPSeH m;htcm?u proise

to sommond him, M, in genoral, m‘w im&aﬂwm&?‘- aftorts w

Lisks An hos been reperted in the 00 vty DEUTSCH thevealter avoided ¥ on
several cesasions (m alous) hut jotned V in full viev of the other Sovists,

?

- BEUTSCH works st {he Pullove OdasSwntery.

% Gonverning the Eastonn Kedak m;m spegtrosgopie plotes
vhigh ¥ furnished ¢o o Soviet femnle setromamer, V did no enly a.ﬂar abtaining
autharization from Directey SHANE fusmsigh as these plates are bonusd from
the axport list to the USSH,

e mmtau,mamzmawmmmnam
1AV Conferenge st Byrkeley) bowiver, MASEVICH, s gool wul Pow
mnmmm;_a»v. mnmvw thin for the firat time,
AyAs MIKBATIOV, iregter of the Wullove Obaervate + *ho spoke o ¥
Mﬁ%&w&‘ﬁ : ngine whish ¥ had besn fastrumental
in designis mmmm uted §350,000,00) and & moded of whiek
i en dl ayumkm;mmmmimmmwwnmh
MIRHATLOV made wantious 1as about purshasing sush sn enginep making
' metmthttthiabouwtrﬂfw

mention of the faod mat' '
Pukhove

T
v ¥ mdmtﬁﬂuawmecmlthﬁ»mnﬂ
Prof SCOTT of the Statietical hhuwzv ai Barkeley singe both had had
extonsive sontasts with MIKHAILO {BARSUMIAN, and posaibly alse with MASE.
VICH during the 1AW aoutarm-r um, v eomm that Pr. DB, SADDLER

- of the Gresuwigh Ohecrvotery in 6B, vho bod Leen sceretory of the IAN Cons

ferunse A% Bariteley, would 1 »nphu liat of the mames of the Soviet
astronomera who umnd»d at Borkeley, The mimites of the wnhrmu have -

0ot yet been printed but vill fs the mear future.
s Ab Barkeley ¥V met an old friend, muuar J¢ WITEDSKL,

-ddregtor of the Posnnn Obsarvatary, vhom he had Iirat met 4n 1080 £n Riga.

WYTEKOVSEY,; & meaber of the sssond Sovieb group of natronomers-nops of vhom
had Been p.mma 16 bring their wives slong, spoke eontesptususly and
disparagingly ubout the Sovieis and pointedly somsented that Poland was

snly that which Mosgor digiated, 1In V's opioien, VITKOWSKE wae umususle

. ly‘:gmk and cutepoknn,

%o V¥ himsolf did mot meet elther of %he tvo Soviet mmzm
umumra vho attended) they were A.J. KEFPER, direstor of the Estonian

Ins Mctar%ﬁiﬁMMMﬂWNﬁMof&&Mu, and
() EARES, V: ted that the Agensy eonsuli with the brilljan Batongan

emigre on ov, (fxu) OFPIK vhe asscoiated with beth KARES aand KIPPER;
¥ ohoragterised m'nc a8 heing vory antieSeviet. Asconrding to V, he did
not weet and pever established whetber the Soviet Latvian astromomer, (fum)
IKAUNIEXS, stiended or not (bis nome hod mfmny basn on the liat but
the 2isd vas alteared ao frequently that the list waa without sigmificancs,
V has known that IEAUNIFKS has baen s pro-Commupist singe some tdwme prior to
WWIXls V has nwver beem on gordial terms vith IKAUNIEKS,

. : « During the oourse of the IAU General Assembly sessions at
Borkeley, var! ons syapoajwas, the r”ulta of which are published nparatoel;r,
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ware held $a varfous gvuntries. Bu sush s an “deuhle stars, m
aymipesfum vas held at Santa Barbars, Galifornia, on S0 Augys ik, on th
“MM%;%::’* mm- of Maﬂu" This aywpostum atb m.nh Barbm wad
/ .

AMBARSUMIAN was slegted to the echairmenahip (presddensy)
of the w whuh mt he vﬂl now hold for three years. .utdo from ihn
fagh that this way have been assomplished in the desire to srente a goBuing
stsephere of cooperation between the Rsat and the Wast s In
¥ia spinita, s 4 cutetecding satromcmr vhe soutd veil stand on he besis
ﬂhummlttmam. During the 1AV Gonferense, V himself wau elested
umamm«awmmmmxwwmimmamw
(mommumx» mreloted to the Sovied N 48 S
in orde v-unx&mwaﬁmmmmwm um&ﬁow
uiaﬁuldmhmmm:-un;

to take pl msg.mrgax:ﬂ MM# xl W«l““rim)
ploss a s Gerusny are no y B4 eash 3 yuars)s
V fasls that the Hamburg General Mtax of the AU bhe the last begsuse
sy ars difficult W hmuﬁmmﬁmmum to the most produge
tive for thatd reasom. Rathary the trend now is to call smllar sonfarense
(with 35440 susentists attending) en wore spécislized topics ot move fregquent
interwla.s V reports that, te his knowledge, no sstronomis gonfersuses aye
surrently sihednled; Lowever, he feols that mthm vill develop o8 someg
sonterensn oF sesaivn on nmm«l toples eaours sagh year in ons Coune

try or another. Inosmsh as the spesiolized aonferenses are nttended Ny
juvitation ealy, $¢ is not possible, an o gemeral ruls, o attend eonferenses
sutside of ene'a spscialiced field of sstivities, V suggested that the '
Natdonal Ssienes Foundation, through the peraon of the direstor of programs

for astronomy;and the Amgric¢an Asaguiation for the Advangement of Sglence
might provide the Agendy more specifies gomasmming ssheduled astroncaiesl
conferenges on s vorld-wide basis, Acsording o V, he has attendsd s variety
of other astronomienl conferonvss during the period wnder diseussion but nome
vers attendsd by the Sevieta (ether than thess enumerated above)s

 bbe The undersigned spoke briefly to V goncerning his views aboud
Seviet gapabilities, V stated that Baltdn, fncluding Latvien, sstromomers
woere better than the Soviets. The Soviats, 4n cowparison with the astrenousrs
of the free world, are for behind in the epinien of V. The Boviets are 8§
sfrong in astrometry and iz selontinl mephanies (vhioh holps them put up
the Sputaiks) but theysawe weaker in astroephyeiss and even more #o in the
theoretinal fislds of astre.phystos., V¥ fesls that the Commmnistie ideclagy
aund philosophy sonfliota with the noeded frwleu of thought For develeping
theory. As a rule, however, in other fields the Soviets are usually mméh
stronger An theory than they are in the practical field {thedr ability ¢o
apply the theory i weak), The Seviets ere also handieapped by o lagk

~ of funde., AS a result, thers ave mors top astronomors in the West than

there sxst nre ia the USSR, MASEVICH, fer example, openly admired the Amerie
gon ability to work, as at Palowar, witheut getidng organized into forms} ‘
departasnts vhere each astronomer ia free to do 83 he chooses and {2 guided
er propelled by his own imagimation, V feels thot thia froedom of qhwam
topiss to wdmk on favers Weatern astronomers in the long hnal ,

2 -
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" eeived & letter from DEUTSCH, which was agtunlly more 3 gresting ¢

wlQw

co. V intends to attend the 1964 conferenge at Hamburg and

whichever other conferense or sywposium is: scheduled in his field in the
intsrvening pexiod. ' ,

3o Hisgellonecouss v
‘ ®e V's wvife no longer works, lives with him ot Mt Hamilten (and
is therefvre divorced from everything excapt what V himself engages in), and
is in poorer heulth than before, She attends no international conferences,
except vs V's wife. ' :

b. V's son, Junis, will receive his PhD in chemistry in September @

1962. He hag received a doctor's fellowship from CalTech at Pasedsna for

‘one year. lie is a graduote of Berkelgy. To dote he has attended enly one

international eonference, that for "Coordination Chemistry" at Amn Arbor

in December 1961, Though Soviets had baen schoduled iwmxkiy to atiend,

nene shoved,up {beeause of the Soviet defection in Candda vhish oseurred
shortly prior thereto). Howaver, V does not feel that his aon will he ate
tending eny additional international conferenses for the foresgeable future.

¢. In reply to my query, V reported that he does not gorreapond

<ith eny “oviet astropnomers or spientists. As was indicated abevey he rew -
&mn & pors

sonal letter, -ho asked for V's advige and suggesiions congerning future 8w
tiviticz &2 of the Comaission, However, V did not see fit to reply. V lmows
thet the Soviel astronomers eannot correspond exsept through the Soviet
Acadesy of eience, ond since their profesaional views, if notewwwthy, mre
published, ¥ feels that not mach ¢en be goained by mmgwxiug engeging in correse
pondence with them, HMoreover, V feels that soms Soviets might be running
personal risks to receive smxkm letders er to gorrespond tith someene in the
ijoste ‘ -

d. vometime after Stalin's death, V and his vife received théks
fi-st letter frow Bige from his wife's mother. She had obtained V's addresas
through sowe yvofessionmal publiexztion (which garry the addresses of the '
authors). Her letters were very depressing and she asked for medioine, V¥
wrote only .lhienever she wrote. He did send various medicines and food
vackages bto her., :‘he ho# sines died. At the present time, V's wife 4is
corresponding with her sister inm Rige; her name is Olga SENBERGS,

e. V ostabliahed contaetd sith the FBI some six yeors age after

| ‘he begen to receive letters und publigations from the Homeland Commuittee

which were addressed, erroneously, to 2805 Parker Street in Berkeley (rather
than 2508). Thereafter, he periodically turned over these letters to the

FBI whieh some time ago indisated that it was no longer inierested. (V gave
two sueh unopened letters to the undersigned whish Were opened in V's presen-
ce—the letters contained nothing but the weual newspapers in Latvian.) In
view of the ¥o eyoing, V dropped all assogiation with Latvian emigre orgoniw
zations innswuch as the Homeland Committee had pieked up his address from

one of the swmigrs publieations vhieh had misprinted his address. The Homeland
Commi ttee, however, now has his correet address at Ligk. '

f, ¥ indicated that he had been active in and had been president

. 6f the Latvian Lutheran Congregation for six years, He stated that he 15

nov rezlly too tusy at Lick to engage in any Latvian emigre Mtiﬂt'“”'-
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g In reply to my query, V suggested that the most Lmowledgaablé
persuvn on loenl Letvisn affairs would be
Arnold ERNSTISONS 1 A
pastor &7 the Le.'t“vian Lutlwmn Clmreh,
San ancisaa,

whom V comsiders to be a very patriotie L&tvian, prubably asomevhat unobjaa%ive -
‘because of his sumaxbek violent antieSoviet position., ERNSTSONS, whom V gone
siders to be entirely trustworthy, has eome under frequent attack by the =
Soviets, having been acgused of everything inecluding lmrdering his Lut.vim
perrishoners ,ith his aa&a (he does net use ona).

he V's gurrent wmailing address is Liek Gbsemtory, M Hamilton,
Coliforania, shere he now lives with his wife, ,

1. V vas queried comeerning the April 1962 delegation of SGﬂeta'
+hich visited 5F and Sacramsnto. He had heard nothing about this, did notd
reeognize the VINDEDSL name nor ¢ould he identify her from the pho’wgraph,
eould not suggest anyone who might be Imowledgeable on the topies

Jje V's photogroph appears on Page 15 of the atta.ched bulletin om
Lick Obuervatory.

k. ihen on trips te Washingtom BC, V stays with Prof. SPECKE, a elosa
pav sonal friend.
_ 8. Letvian Smeire Seientists: V provided the following in reply te
gy query im this conjunctions '

B Valfrieda OSWALDS

born 1914 in Latvia

is employed at the University of Virginia in Charlottesville, He is not a
. U% eitizen because, as a result of "guper-patriotism™, he wishes to return
to Latvia as a Latvien citizen. He was V's student at Riga during the Gere
. mon oeeupation; he did not compleote his thesis at that time 83 he had been
drofted inbto the Goriaan ormy. He received a degree from Hawburg Hniv@rn:lty
and then attended Rerkeley. Aecording te V. OSVALDS has had less eon‘ba&ctn
+ith :oviets than he has with Latviana, \

be Prof Mortind STRAUMANIS BRI
bora 1907 in Latvia,
is head 0f the Institute of Metallurgy (or Chemistry) at 'ohe Un:l.verai.ty oi?
missouri at Nellae. He has traveled extensively in Europe and has met most!
of the signifiennt Latvian seientistas, Together with JIRGENSESNSwesoe beldﬁ-»
he wuthored 2 chemistry textbook which is now the official ohemietry textboek
a2t the University of California.
e ' Bruno JIRGINSENS ' -
born 1905 in Latvie,

is o chemiutry teucher at the University of Texas,

. (fuu) ZANS
o "~ born 1900 in Latvia,

he rmmntl ---- ued, lived in Jamaies where he wos the Director of Geolo~ianl
wrvey fo v Jamnid ica,




0. Leonids SLAVGITAJS
bovn about 1808 in Latviay _
younger brother of SergiusSLAUCITASSmegoo MEREEERERLE shove, 1a presently
at the University of Sydnsy (or Malbourne) but is on lesve from lLa Platas

He is o specialist in Geowlhysios snd partisipated in the JGY. He has travel.
ed in Poland, Australia, Japan, and ¢lsevhere in his field of sﬂﬂﬂues. :

£, Jants SKUJINS -
born in Iﬁmﬁ.

45 stil} a studend ad Berkeley. He hod olose guntast with the Sovied Lah
vian oxthanp students vhe recently attended norkdq‘ ~

+ Sporatiomals |
®s  VASILEVSELS provided the mﬁmry biographie date on himself
for the PRQwY, sss Attachmend,

be V¥ asigned the attached Sevreey Agmmmm aimltammly
esonfessed that he had already vielated 4 by telling his viro of his sghee
duled appointmsnt with the wudersigoned. :

¢+ V provided the mndersigned with the nmchmd liat cd' his pube
ligations) he asked that this be returned to him,

d. After I explained to ¥ that the Agengy wiashed his help and
gogpedation in entering into contast with and enltivating Soviet, imsluding
Latvian, astronomers and solentists, V affirmed hias willingness to do seo and
went skmixtacaied ahesd 4o point erut that Soviets like DEUTSCH, ZVEREY, and
WITKOWSKI were, in his opinien,; wvulaorable. He indigated thet ha easily
dould eultivate them mere than he has dome to date; in a number of eases be
~ oan do se almoat immodintely, if we wished, by simply writing to them, e.g.
to DEUTSCH., Howaver, V feels,; as is indigated above, that kittle is to be
gained by Qamspmahg with thems In this conjunction alsa, V voluntmre&
o develdp a sontagt, 4f the W wtsked. with _ ,A
Mm 1614 in Ri@&. A L

vho hed worked on her thesis under V in Riga and who, V believes, is extrew
mely patrietis, courngeous, and auti-Jommmist. V rccaus thaty at her "\
roquosty; he furnished her s smmll Browning piatol just before tm Soviets row
ocdupied Lotvia in 1044, V feels that her views have not changed mush sinpe °
then, V hos seen DAUBESS name appesring in Soviet Latvian publigations on:
astronomy. She works and lives in Rige but ia assosisted wvith the Stermherg
Observatery of Mosgew, Though he does not wish to harm her, he voluntesrsd te
vrﬁ.o t-o her 4n Riga to inquire about her aptivities, .

: e« Vhan told that the Agensy might be able to cover 008ts of i
val assogiated with various trips to international conferenges, V did not row
joet this and indicated that he would be willing to aceapt such finaneial
. support--if, he pointed out, this was not already paid for h:lm and if he

sould obtain an invitation.

f.. During the coneluding discussion, V underadored ’ohat, whi;e
wtlling to help the Agentyw | 7 he did not V!»Bh
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to be gonsidered an "agent”. The n-ndaraignad aasured bhim that the Agency
was interested in his "voluntary ccoparation and assitance".

g+ V wvas furnished the T ) ageamaodation addrosas:
and wvas asked to gommmnicate aignificont developments, within the pontext
of the foregoing discussion, to this address, V reminded that he waas fn
contnot with a loeal Agency representative and wondered hov he should dise.
tinguish betwesn their and our interests. In viev of this, ho was told
thot he should remsin in ¢ontoot with the lo¢sl Agency representative who
would, if asked to do m0, eall our stiention in DL ito vhatever V had ree
ported. V was assured that there would develep no confliot on interests.

he In his lstters to the & = address, V will identify himm
self simply as "Stan", ' B ,
. Bs The undersigned thanked V for his gssaistance and godperation end

tepk his leaye of V who.had already been phoned by his vife to coma home for |
: supper and ks who had heen reminded by several colleagues that, after

a brief nap, they would be observing tonight. o

= o |
Guse Officer .




