Electronic Reading Room (ERR)
Advanced Search Guide
The ERR contains records released by CIA through the 25-year review program and the Freedom of
Information Act (FOIA).
Advanced Search allows you do a search on a general terms, words, or phrases and combine those with
one or more metadata filters to narrow your search.
Search Term(s) – Enter word(s) and/or phrase(s) of interest to search the full-text
Collection(s) – Select one or more to narrow your search to a specific collection or collections
Document Title - Enter words and/or phrases of interest to search the title field only
Document Number/ESDN – Specify a document number to narrow your search to a specific
document
Original Classification – Specify an original classification to narrow your search
Publication Date – Specify a date or date range to narrow your search to a time frame
Content Type – Specify a document to narrow your search to a specific document type
Case Number – Specify a case number to narrow your search to a specific case
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Search Term(s)
Enter word(s) and/or phrase(s) of interest to search the full-text.

NOTE: The full-text is created with optical character recognition (OCR). The accuracy of the OCR text
depends on factors such as the age of the scanned document, the type of paper on which the document
was printed, and the extent of staining or other marking that obscures text on the document image. As
OCR text may not be completely accurate, word or phrase searches may not find all documents meeting
the search criteria.
NOTE: The search engine is not case sensitive. When entering search criteria, you may use all lowercase
letters, all capital letters, or any combination of lowercase and capital letters.
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Enter word(s) and/or phrase(s) of interest to search the full-text along with Boolean logic, wildcards and
Proximity commands to narrow or expand your search.
AND finds documents that contain both words and phrases entered. For example, Stalin AND Hitler find
1,643 documents that contain both names.
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OR finds documents that contain at least one of the words or phrases entered. For example, Stalin OR
Hitler expands the search to 22,304 documents because the documents can have one name or the
other.
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NOT finds documents that contain the first word or phrase entered but do not contain the second word
or phrase entered. For example, Stalin NOT Hitler narrows the search to 16,527 documents that contain
Stalin without mentioning Hitler.
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A proximity search retrieves documents that contain words or phrases located within a certain number
of words from each other. To perform a proximity search use the tilde, “~”, symbol at the end of a
phrase. For example, to search for “Stalin” and “Hitler” within five or less words of each other use the
search: “Stalin Hitler”~5.
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Collection(s)
Click on a single collection to limit your search to one collection.

Hold the Ctrl key + click several collections to limit your search to a specific group of collections.

NOTE: Some documents do not fall into a collection and may be missed if you have limited your search
to a specific collection or collection(s).
Collections Listed as of 1/30/2017:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Air America: Upholding the Airmen’s Bond
An Underwater Ice Station Zebra: Recovering a Secret Spy Satellite capsule from 16,400 feet
Below the Pacific Ocean
Atomic Spies: Ethel and Julius Rosenberg
Baptism By Fire: CIA Analysis of the Korean War Overview
Bay of Pigs Release
Berlin Tunnel
o Contains the 101 -page document, Clandestine Services History of the Berlin Tunnel:
1952 -1956. The Berlin tunnel operation tapped into Soviet communications in East
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•
•

•
•
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Berlin and provided wealth of intelligence on Soviet Bloc military and political
activities.
Bosnia, Intelligence, and the Clinton Presidency
CIA Analysis of the Warsaw Pact Forces
CIA Declassifies Oldest Documents in U.S. Government Collection
CIA’s Clandestine Services: Histories of Civil Air Transport
Consolidated Translations
o Contains translated reports of foreign-language technical articles of intelligence interest.
The collection is organized by author and each document covers a single subject.
Creating Global Intelligence
CREST: 25-Year Program Archive
Declassified Articles from Studies in Intelligence: The IC’s Journal for the Intelligence
Professional
Declassified Documents Related to 9/11 Attacks
Doctor Zhivago
Documents related to the Former Detention and Interrogation Program
FOIA Collection
Francis Gary Powers: U-2 Spy Pilot Shot Down by Soviets
From Typist to Trailblazer: The Evolving View of Women in the CIA’s Workforce
General CIA Records
o Contains records from the CIA's archives that are 25 years old or older. These records
include a wide variety of finished intelligence reports, field reports, high-level Agency
policy papers and memoranda, and other documents produced by the CIA.
Ground Photo Caption Cards
o Contains cards used to identify photographs in the NIMA ground photograph collection.
Each caption card contains a serial number that corresponds to the identical serial
number on a ground photograph. The master negatives of the ground photography
collection have been accessioned separately to NARA. The caption cards provide
descriptive information to help identify which master negatives you may wish to
request.
Guatemala
Human Rights in Latin America
Intelligence, Policy and Politics: the DCI, the White House, and Congress
John McCone as Director of Central Intelligence, 1961-1965
JPRS
o Contains translations of regional and topical issues compiled by the Joint Publication
Research Service (JPRS) in the late 1970s and early 1980s. These translations were
produced in series which were published daily, weekly, or monthly depending on the
topic. These include sets such as "LATIN AMERICA REPORT", "EAST EUROPE REPORT
ECONOMIC AND INDUSTRIAL AFFAIRS", and "TRANSLATIONS ON USSR SCIENCES AND
TECHNOLOGY PHYSICAL SCIENCES AND TECHNOLOGY"
Library of Congress
Lt. Col. Oleg Penkovsky: Western Spy in Soviet GRU
National Intelligence Council (NIC) Collection
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Nazi War Crimes Disclosure Act
NGA Records (formerly NIMA)
o Collection contains records from NIMA's archives that are 25 years old or older. These
records are primarily photographic intelligence reports. The Scientific Abstracts
collection contains abstracts of foreign scientific and technical journal articles from
around the world. This collection represents a significant effort by the Agency to
document scientific research in the Soviet Union and Eastern Bloc countries.
NIS
o Contains gazetteers produced as part of the National Intelligence Survey program. The
gazetteers provide lists of place names and geographic coordinates for cities and
natural features such as rivers or mountains. This collection covers most countries of
the world and dates from the late 1940s through the early 1970s.
OSS Collection
POW MIA
Preparing for Martial law: Through the Eyes of Colonel Ryszard Kuklinski
President Carter and the Role of Intelligence in the Camp David Accords
President Nixon and the Role of Intelligence in the 1973 Arab-Israeli War
President’s Daily Brief 1961-1969
President’s Daily Brief 1969-1977
Reagan Collection
Scientific Abstracts
o Contains abstracts of foreign scientific and technical journal articles from around the
world. This collection represents a significant effort by the Agency to document
scientific research in the Soviet Union and Eastern Bloc countries.
Secret Writing
Soviet and Warsaw Pact Military Journals
Soviet and Warsaw Pact Military Journals (Latest)
STARGATE
o Collection contains records from a 25-year Intelligence Community effort that used
remote viewers who claimed to use clairvoyance, precognition, or telepathy to acquire
and describe information about targets that were blocked from ordinary perception.
The records include documentation of remote viewing sessions, training, internal
memoranda, foreign assessments, and program reviews
Stories of Sacrifice and Dedication
Strategic Warning and the Role of Intelligence: Lessons Learned from the 1968 Soviet Invasion of
Czechoslovakia
The Berlin Wall Collection: A City Torn Apart: Building the Berlin Wall
The CAESER, POLO, and ESAU Papers
The China Collection
The Family Jewels
The Original Wizards of Langley
The Princeton Collection
The Vietnam Collection
UFOs: Fact or Fiction?
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•
•
•

Vietnam Histories
Wartime Statutes – Instruments of Soviet Control
What was the Missile Gap?
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Document Title
Enter words and/or phrases of interest to search the title field only. Contains the same functions the
same as the Search Term(s) field.

Publication Date
To limit to a specific date, use the default “Is equal to” and enter the date of the document you wish to
find in the following format, YYYY-MM-DD.

To limit to a date range, use the choice “Is between”

The full list of options:










In less than
Is less than or equal to
Is equal to (default)
Is not equal to
Is greater than or equal to
Is greater than
Is between
Is not between
Regular expression

Content Type
Limit your search to a specific type of document, e.g. Cable, Letter, Memo
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Document Number/ESDN
Enter a unique document identifier or Executive Standard Document Number (ESDN) to limit your
search to a single document.
NOTE: All documents will have a unique ID, but not all documents will have an ESDN. The ESDN is
created by the concatenation of an archive job, box, and folder number with a document number that is
generated when reviewed. The job, box, and folder number track the location of the hardcopy record at
the archive until such time as the record is transferred to the National Archives and Record
Administration. Some documents do not have an ESDN because the document released was not
retrieved from the archive.
o Job (e.g., 54-00252A): The job number is a nine-character identifier for a group of records
retired together. A job of archived records generally span 10 years and contains records that
have the same disposition under the same Records Control Schedule Item. The first two
characters of the job number indicate the year the records were retired and characters four
through nine are generated to create a unique ID for the job.
o Box (e.g., Box 0001): The box identifier is the number assigned to a specific box within a job. It is
a sequential number within a job. Records are divided within a job to keep each archive box
under 35 lbs. to facilitate safe lifting by archive staff.
o Folder (e.g., Folder 0001): The folder identifier is a sequential number assigned to each folder
within a box.
o Job, box, folder and document numbers are embedded within the ESDN as shown:
o CIA-RDP-54-00252A000100010015-2
CIA
RDP
54-00252A
0001
0001
0015-2
Agency
Prefix Job Number
Box Number
Folder Number
Document Number
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To limit your search to all items within a specific job, use the wildcard search. For example, *3302415A* will limit your search to items contained in job 33-02415A.
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To limit your search to all items within a specific box within a specific job, use the wildcard search. For
example, *33-02415A0001* will limit your search to items contained in box 1 of job 33-02415A.
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To limit your search to all items within a specific folder within specific box within a specific job, use the
wildcard search. For example, *33-02415A00010001* will limit your search to items contained in folder
1 of box 1 of job 33-02415A.

Case Number
Enter the unique identifier for the FOIA case to see documents released under that FOIA

Original Classification
To limit your search to a specific classification prior to review and release. Search for “T” for Top Secret,
“S” for Secret, “C” for Confidential, “R” for Restricted, “U” for Unclassified and “K” for Unknown.
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View Search Results
Documents meeting the search criteria will be presented in a hit list. The documents are ranked in
descending order of relevance from those containing the most hits to those containing the fewest hits.
To view a document on the hit list, click on hyperlink.
To view the document in a new window or tab, right click and select the option.
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